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THE 


CAUSE and CURE 


Offences. 


St. MATT H. 18. 7. 
Wo be to the man by whom the 
offence cometh. 


Pty H E Diſciples of the 
| FAS holy and bleſſed Je- 
db 3, ſus,hearing theirRoy- 
i al Maſter diſcourſe 


_ fion , like Alexan- 
der's ener erm man looks for 
a Seigniory : ſomebody they think 
muſt be Link Deputy on” Earth, 
when Chriſt is gone to his Glory ; 
and therefore ambitiouſly enquire, 
who ſhould be the perſon dignified 
with ſuperiority in that Kingdom -—_ 

B the 


35 


[2] 
the Meſras , which they ſupposd 
would now be erefted upon earth. 


One thinks his Merit ſhall prefer 


him ; another , his Intimacy ; ano- 
ther, his Afﬀinity ; another , his Se- 


niority : but our Saviour, who knew . 


their Thoughts, and underſtood their 


unwarrantable Deſignes was after | 


worldly Gain, and ſecular Grandeur, 
drives'them from that unhallowed 
_— with Words and Signs too. 
Firſt, | | 
With a Word of Admoniſhment, The 
greateſt among you muſt be as one that 
Jerves+. and unleſs they lowred thoſe 


aſpiring thoughts, and abandaned 


their ambitious defigns after Great- 
neſs; they could not enter izutp the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; they could not 


truly and indeed be his Diſciples, or - 


deſerve:the very name of Chriſtians. 
As if he had faid,, Should your Gifts 
and Graces ,prefer you , ſhould you 
obtain what you wiſh , and be the 


EE Cann inthe myſtical | 


7 of Chriſt ; yet may you not 


contemn or deſpiſe your Underlings. 


But on the contrary, the greater dig; 


nity. you acquire, / the more ſervice / 
lll be ex ; the larger portion 
- | of 


SB GDH m® 


[3] 

of Favour is beſtowed , the higher 
Obligations on you to be benefi. 
cial to-others ; for herein you 'com- 
ply with the grand deſign of eter- 
nal goodneſs , Who is unwithng the 
meaneſt perſon on earth ſhould be 
loft, that might with our indulgent 
and charitable methods be'recovered 
to the knowledge *and exerciſe of 
Godlineſs. | 

The next warning is by a Szgr. A 
little Child coming in his way;'our 
Saviour ſets/him in the midſt of” his 
haughty followers ; faying , Wnleſs 
they became as little ren in 
thar innocency arid unconcernetneſs, 
Heaven was no place for then.” As 
if he had thus reproved their ſinful 
affeQation of Dominion : You that 
aſpire to the higheſt place” in my 
Kmgdom, if you perſevere ſo diame- 
trically'opp te tothe Laivs of Chri- 
ſtanity, the foweſt Claſs will be''too 
good for you.” And leſt ſuch emi- 
nent Grandees 'ſhould ſcorn to take 
their Copy from a 'Chiſds hand,” he 
tells them in what eſteem theſe Pu-. - 
nies are with -him ; Receive a btthe 


oe, ( ſaith onr Saviour } and you re- 


cerve me : offend a little one, and 
B 2 offend 


[4] 


offend me. Beware then , whoever 
you are that pretend to belong to 
Chriſt ,. that you make not the fall 
of others, ſteps for your ſelves to riſe 
by : That being great men , or ha- 
ving advantage by Authority, or the 
luckineſs of befriended Circumſtan- 
ces, that you wrong not, nor offend, 
the genuine Babes of Chriſt, and in- 
ſtead of a temporal Happineſs, incur 
an endleſs Wo : For wo i to the man 
by whom the offence cometh. 


Which words are the denuntiation | 


of ' a. fad Curſe againſt thoſe that ſcan- 
dalize or offend Chriſt's little ones : 
Yet/notwithſtanding our duty is ſo 
plainly explicated and repreſented in 
Gloſs, and Caſe, by the ſeveral Com- 


mentaries of St. Paul r 3 this com- ' 


mination , of our bleſled Saviour ; 
the words. being raiſynderſtood . by 
the Ignorant, and miſapplied by.the 
Litigious,I hope it; will got be thought 
waſte of -tume to explain them. | 
The Greek Grammarians tell us 


Ariftoph, the, word Engrdn>oy proper ly ſignifies 


uid as 


Lexic. voc. The Prop or little piece of wood in a 


2:51 Trap or Pitfal, that ſupports the de- 
vice, and being touch'd lets it fall; 


but I ſuppoſe: naturally hath a more 


general | 


[5s] 


eral Notion , and ſignifies. any 
. Cn that makes one hate, or limp, 
or that occaſions a man to ſtxmble or 
fall, from ous2*, ox996 to halt, oxintann 
as from wne, we, wpary and ſuch like ; 
wherefore *tis rendred ſometimes 2 
Stumbling-block, that which m He- 
brew 2U2D, and St. Peter expreſſes 
by another Greek word, *#%ouupe. it 
denotes then any thing done by us, 
whereby another is hindred in his 
courſe of piety, in his way to Hea- 
ven. So that to ſcandalize or: of- 
fend, is to diſcourage, grieve, or af- 
flict them,to ſtagger, and make them 
doubtful in their thoughts of Reli- 
gion ; and by our Advice, or Exam- 
ple, to miſlead them from vertuous 
courſes,' and to encourage others in 
ſinful praCtice. 

What this Woe or Curſe was which 
our Saviour denounc'd againſt offen- 
ders, we may eaſily underſtand b 
taking our meaſures from the ſixt 
Verſe: For our Saviour could not 
meet with a Metaphor near home to 
expreſs the horror of his indignation 


. and rcientment by : It ſeems the 


four Capital puniſhments uſed! by the 
Jews, were roo faint coſours* to de- 
B 3 lineate 


[6] 
lineate his- frightful figure with, and 
therefore borrows a word from the 
Syriac Tongue, whoſe cuſtom it was 
ig notorious caſes to drown Malefa- 
Qtors; He that offends one of theſe 
little ones , (ſaith our Saviour ) it 
were good for him that a Milſtone wat 
kanged about his neck, and be drowned 
#n.the depth of the Sea, mi winurye ni bar 
xe, When the repcating the fame 


thing ia two Synonymous words, * 


mach aggravates the fence. Thus 
Ariſtaphaxes 'his Scboliaſt informs us, 
that the Grec/ans when they inflicted 


this puniſhment, put a weight upon 


the criminals Neck : And our $avi- 
our, toſhew how much he is offended 


at-the offence given to his little ones, | 
appoints the weight to be a Milſtone | 


of the Jargeſt ſize , wa@- ris, Mola 
jumentaria, ſuch a one as was uſually 


turned about by the help of - Aſles, 


which- might ſink him to the loweſt 
Abyfs of miſery. 

, Now this being compared with the 
words of the Text, it acquaints us, 
that the heavieſt Woe , the bittereſt 
Curſe, and the hotteſt place in Hell, 
1s appointed for the man by whom the 
offence: cometh. , For though it mp 

| needs 


(7) 
needs be that offences come, yet Gods 
wiſe permiſſion of them does not 
hinder his juſt vengeance upon them, 
as not laying any neceſſity upon the 


will of man , and conſequently not 
leſſening his Guilt or penalty. 


St. Ferom hath told us, that this 1 Com- 


doom pointed at Judas alone, by 
whoſe ſuddain and traiterous Plot, 
2s our Saviour forewarned, all ſhould 
be offended. But what need we 
ſettle it upon one man, when the 
foregoing words tell us, that the 
whole world is full of - oomacy , full 
of offences ; corporeal offences, which 
holy David was befet with, Traps, 
yoo Snares in his way ; ſpiritual of- 
fences, which the Prophet Malachi 
ſpy'd, when men were made to ſlumble 
at Gods Law. 

Theſe are of two ſorts z ave, or 
paſſroe : ative, of themſelves, or by 
accident. Of themſelves, fo when 
the work and intent both are wicious. 
So by accident, whey a good work ap- 
pears evil, or fails in ſome needful cir- 
cumſtance. 

Paſſrve offences are taken Or given. 
Given, by the broad afferices of o- 
thers : Taken, by our own Malice : 

B 4 One 
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One, the offence of the /ittle ones; _ 
The other , the offence of the Pha- ' 
riſees. The one attended with a we, ' 
the other with a Sizite : Wo be to 


thoſe that give the little ones an of- 
fence; but it the Phariſee take an 


offence where none is given, wo be fo | 


himſelf 


To lay open the terms in a word; 
the little one is a weak Chriſtian ; the + 
offence , an obſtruction or impedi- * 


ment in the way of his Salvation ; 
the wo, an endleſs torment. 


Now to rive this great Block in ſun- * 


der, we ſhall find ſeveral pieces big 
enough to ſtumble at ; big enough 
to kindle an everlaſting fire, to bring 
an everlaſting wo upon us : whether 
weconſider the deportment of our 


Tongues or our Lives, offences are gi- 


ven by both. 
I will begin with a mad Engine, 


that lies in a+ wet place, yet vomits | 


fire. The venome of other creatures 


are in their Tail , but the poyſon of 
man is in his 7oxgue : There are ' 


men that have adders poyſon under 


their lips; whole ſole ewployment | 


is in miſchievous words; giving a 
Jooſe to a dangerous precipitancy , 
1 where 
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[9] 
where they ſhould uſe the curb of a 
religious reſtraint. St. Fames out of 
our own mouths will intorm us, that - 
the leaſt part of our ſelves gives the 


loudeſt report. The Tongue w a /it- Jam. 3. $. 


tle Member, but boaſteth great things. 
If the Soul be puffed up with haugh- 
tineſs, it is the Towgue that ſpeateth 
proud things; and when the thoughts 
are conſpiring into aMutiny and cloſe 
Rebellion , at laſt they burſt our, 


With our Tongues we will prevail ; who Pfe.zc.r2. 


# Lord over us > To what unholy 


: and irreligious purpoſes is that uſe- 


ful faculty of Speech perverted, and 
that which was deſign'd for the be» 
nefit of Mankind, become the come 
mon diſturber thereof 2 that we have 
great cauſe . to conclude with St. 


James, if any may offend not 1n word, Jam. 3-2. 
| he is fit to be accounted in the num- 


ber of thoſe that can inofftenſively 


- govern the whole body. The faireſt 


Garden is ſpoil'd without an. Hedge. 
Had our Grandmother Eve but fen- 


* cedin her Tongue, ſhe had not loſt 


her Paradiſe, nor bequeath'd the un- 
happy Legacy of ſin and miſery to 


' her Poſterity. Fob obtained a victc- 


ry over the Devil with ſilence : he 
| that 


(10] 
that filf'd tis body with Ulcers, could 
not bliſter his Tongue, nor exaſpe- 
rate that unruly member to charge his 


Creator tooliſhly. *Tis the great 
policy of Satan, to continue our Vaſ- 


fallage by the fame methods by 


which he firſt procured it, wvz. a » 


phrenetick Garrulity : we all fell,be- 


cauſe Eve could not hold her peace; . 


becauſe ſhe would ſay that ro her 


Husband, ſhe had not learn'd of her : 


God. When broad chinks and cran- 
neys are ſeen in the walls of our 
Houle, we begin to fear its downfal ; 
and why do we not as well the fatal 
Prognofticks of uncloſed Mouths? 
How many Chriſtian-ſouls have 
been cruſh'd to death , yea , ſunk 
down to Hell > How many a credu- 
Jous Ear hath ſucked offence in > how 
many Houſes have fallen into dif- 
cord and jars, for want of ſtopping 
up the gaping chinks and cranneys 
of a wide Mouth? But that I may 
be a little more particular, our 
Tongues are apt to offend, as in many 
others, ſo chiefly in theſe things ; et- 
ther in the broaching of errour,' or 
the concealment of- truth , or in-the 


raſh publication of it ; by vile Cas 


lumny, 


[11] 
lumny, by corrupt Counſel, by Flatte- 
ry, or by, Filthineſs. | 

You ſee what a large Field 1 am 
got into, and how many ſtones of 
= lie about it : and though S9- 


omon \ays, He ' that removeth ſtones Eccleſ10.9 
; ſhall be hurt therewith; yet | go on 


to prepare the way of the Lord and 
bis 4ttle ones ; beleeching you all to 
remember that. you are not at a Mu- 


- ſick-leQure, to have your Ears tick» 


led ; but at the. Chair and Tribunal 
of Chriſt, to have your offences ar- 
raigned, to have your lives bettered. 
And now as I have been always care» 
ful not to give effexce by making a 
Satyr on any religious Party , the 
ſame method I ſhall ſtill purſue, as 
far as it conſiſts with my. duty to» 
wards God,. the peace and quiet of 
his Charch, and the diſcharge of my 

own Conſcience. | 
In the rank of. ofeufrue Tongues, I 
will firſt preſeat you with; the falſe 
Prophet, the teacher of Lies, which 
cauſeth many unſtable Souls zo erre 
from the faith once delivered to the 
Saints; the Prieſts ( faith Malachi ) 
are departed out of the way, and then 
no wonder that: the People ſtumble 
at 


[12] 


at Gods Law : ſome fat gobbet thoſe 


ſpiritual Guides ſtep aſide for , and 
care not whom they miſlead for com- 


pany. When Phyficians deſign to__ 


purge a Sucking-child , they com- 
mand the Nurſe, and not the Child 
to take the Potion, that with more 
fafety in the Nurſes Milk the Child 
may receive the benefit of the Me- 
dicine. The Devil is no lefs skifd 
in poiſoning the Babes: of Chriſt; 


for thus the two great Clerks of 
Rome, the voluminous Cardinals, and | 


their 'ſueceeding Fejuites , have in- 
fuſed corrupt Articles into our com- 
mon Creed , have tavght people to 
ſhake off obedience to their lawful 
Soveraign, and to:expect Wreaths of 
Martyrdom for bloudy Aſlaſſinati- 
ous. '*'Tis' true indeed, they call us 
Fereticks, and charge us with Schiſm 
in departing from their Communi- 
on ; bat theſe calumnies will ecafily 
be blown'off, and like bullets ſhot 
againſt Heaven, fall upon their own 
heads: for we withdrew not from 
them, till they gave che offence b 

departing from the Catholick Faith, 
And to prove this, I need no other 


reſtimony than their 7ridentine - 
Creed, 
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| Creed, which in thoſe Articles where- 


in they differ from the Church of 
England, is neither true, ancient, nor 


' Catholick , but an entire Apoſtacy 


from it, and without controverſie, s 
the moſt Catholick, and greateſt Here- 
fie in the Chriſtian-world, View it 


firſt in their Do&rine of 7Tranſubſtan-, 


tiation; an Opinion that upon due 
examination and choice, no man can 
embrace without reproaching his 
Maker «nd Redeemer, by renouncing 


his very Reaſon and outward Sen- 


ſes : For to make me believe -that 
to be Fleſh which I ſee and taſte is 
Bread , is to tura fool or madmaa ; 
and for an «nwarrantable Faith, for- 
feit both my Reaſon and Senſe : and 
by the fame reaſon they would ju- 
ſtifie this fond and abſurd Notion, a 
man may as. well believe the Pifure 
of a man to be the man himſelf, If 
the Church:of Rome would lay aſide 
their. Fire and Faggot, { the ſtrongeſt 
argument that ever yet they brought 
to, prove it ) and tell us which of 
Chriſts Bodies it is that is corporeally 
in the Sacrament , whether his glo- 
rif'd, or not glorifi'd body, and: clear 


{1es 


[14] 


ries which that opinion is guilty of, 


they would greatly oblige us ; for 

till they-have done this, they muſt 

we us leave to believe it a real and 
ubſtantial contradiftion. 

And notwithſtanding Gods ſolemn 

Deu.27.15 Prohibition againſt the worſhip of 7 


mages delivered in fire , with Thun- 


der and Lightening, on the Mount ; 
7. 4:or. Jet in a direct oppoſition, the Church 
rom. 1.1ib. of Rome command under __ 


9:c.6. Anathemd's, that religious worſhiþ. 


Sum. par. be given to them. Aquinas ſays, that 
3-4 25- the ſame Worſhip is to be given to 
'” Tmage of Chriſt, as to Chriſt hin- 
Zic.Bover Jelf* And this is avouch'd by Per 
par. 2.reg. ze Cabrera ſuper loc. to 'be the Do- 
1-P- 155. &rine of thetr whole Church, an 
the confrary to be heretical. Th 
impudently facrilegious dare ie) 
Deut. 27. be, though the Scripture faith, Carſed 
_ be all they that worſhip graven Images, 
and boaſt themſelves i dls. 
Concil.Tri- Again, the Church of Rome for: 
dent. 22. bids the uſe of the facred Oracles :to 


Seſſ-c: 8: Laicks, and hath therefore placed the 


ſad.ex- holy Bible in the front of probibitel 


pur. regul- Books, and Anathematizd all thoſe 


” that' ſhould dare - to tranſlate it into 
any Language vulgarly intelligible 
an 
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and to ſtrengthen this «godly De- 
cree, the ra of that Church have 
ſuperadded many ſlight and wnder- 
valuing expre{tions , tendivg to let- 
ſen the eſteem of God's holy Ward. 
One tells us, that, if the Scriptures yi;q, cy,n- 
were not ſtrengthned by the autho- nit. exam. 
rity of the Church, they were of no — 
more value than Aſops Fables. A- 
nother of their Authors ( inriched 
with the ſame brazen modeſty) ſays, 
that the people were permitted to read Mil os. 
God's Word, mas the invention of the aſſere. 3. 
Devil! Bluſh O Heavens ,-and be 
aſtoniſhed O Earth, at ſuch daring 
impieties ! Tell it not in Gath, nor 
in the Streets of Asktelon, leſt whole 
Chriſtianity be ſtigmatiz'd for a de- 
luſfion , through the wickedneſs of 
thoſe that bear the world. 1n' hand 
they are the onely Catholick Chri- 
_ Do& f depok | 

The rige-0 Kings, 
diſpoſing their Kingdoms: w Arc 
thorizing Subjects to deſtroy their 
Jawful Soveraign , they not onely 
Koutly deny even to death', but ac- 
mn = of ſcandalizing both m_ 
and their Religion, in charging the 
att of one man as a blemiſh — 

whole 


Concil. 


[216] 


whole Church. And for the more ' 


credit to their charge, they vapour ; 
with a Decree of the Council of Cone. 


Conſt.Seff. tance, which ( as they ſay ) for- 


I5. 


bids the murder of Crown'd Heads. 
'Tis true, by this Council the Mar: , 
der of Kings is covertly forbidden, 
but tacitely implied ; for it onely* 
makes the horrid a&t unlawful,where 
it wants ithe Judges Sentence : But* 
if his Zolzneſs , or any General of ax 
Order, ſentefice them, it renders the 


| proditorious a&t not onely Lawful, 


but Meritorious. And that this was 
but the opinion of - one man, wx, 
Mariana, is'a grand miſtake ; for 'tis 
a Doctrine taught in their Schools, 
juſtified by their PraCtices, and main- 
tained in their Writings , as might 
be made appear from' Ribadenira, Be- 
canus, Windefs, Stapleton , and the 
reſt of that lawleſs herd of 7gnatian' 
Caſuilts : Nay, 'tis a Do&rine whoſe+ 
bloudy hand can never be concealed, 
nor the ſtain waſh'd off from their 
Church, whilſt the triumphant Ore 
tipn' of Pope Sixtus the Fifth cot 
tinues extant in the world , which 
he made to his Cardinals. in the Cov 
fi{fory upon the barbarous Aſlaflins 

tion 


\ 


| [17] 
tion of Henry, the Third of Fraxce, 
after he was ſtab'd to death by Cle- 
ment 2 Dominican Fryer, aſſimilating 
it with the myſtery of the Incarnatt- 
on and Reſurreqion, and with the 
atts of Fudeth and Eleazar. Again, 

When Gerrard deſign'd the Mur- 
ther of the Prince of Orange , he had 
encouragement, and bleſfing , from 
the Warden of the Fryers at Tourny ; 
and the Jeſuit his Apologiſt, fays,That 
Gerrard did that deed, pour la bien de 
vertu / 

Campian the Jeſuit, having Com- 
mand from Rome, and aſſociated by 
William Parry, conſpired the ' death 
of Queen Elizabeth. 

Gordon , Chreiton , and: Abercany, 
Jeſuits, plotted the death' of 'X7ng 


' Fames; and this traiterous deſign 


was forwarded by two Breves from 
Clement the Eighth : and Cardinal 
Bellarmin calls Garnet, and his fellow 
Oldcors, Martyrs , | and for ſuch are 
Regiſter'd in the Jeſuits Catalogue of 
Martyrs, Printed at Rome, 1607. Of 
theſe ſanguinary Attempts, 'I could 
give: you' inſtances ſq; ad- nauſeam ; 
but for the preſent let theſe ſuffice. 
What hath been faid, I hope is ſuffi- 
C cient 


_ cient-to prove, that their bloudy /Te+ | 
nent of, *King-killing, 1s not. the Opy | 
nion-of one man only, but that forme: 
of all Orders in that Church have 
bin guilty. of it; and tho Charity 
may encline me to believe, that mas” 
ny Loyal perſons of the Romiſh per-; 
ſwaſion,' do abhor- thoſe Jeſuitical” 
principles and practices, yet the Pope,” 
nay,..the whole Church cannot be” 
acquitted, till they have puniſhed 
thoſe Church-men of his, who have 
publickly ' abetted ſuch treaſonable: 
Confpiracies, cenſured Mariara's, and” 
ſuch other Books as have comment: 
ded Regicides, to the great ſcandal. of 
Religion; and by his Pontifical decree, 
provided better, for the ſafety of 
Kings,' than his Colledge of Feſuiti 
have : for till this be done, and they 
have; given us as many years exper 
ence of their Loyalty, as they have- 
of their Treachery, 'twill be of dang 
rous conſequence to believe them as. 
nocent : For what faith;, or truſt; 
can be repoſed in theſe: men, whole 
Church perſwades them to be wicked); 
and covers. all their -hell-bred Cons. 
trivances under the umbrello of Re-' 
ligion, which does nothing, elfe/but ' 
give | 
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[19] 'R 
give ſcandal to. it, and bring upon 
themſelves an endleſs Woe ? 4 

Now having done with theſe kil- 
ling Nurfes, I could gladly break off 
this unfavoury Therne, but that cliere 
is another Se amongſt us, - whoſe 
Poyſonous DoCtrines are as baneful 
if we take not heed : *Tis one of tlie 
preſent Troubles we groan under ; 
a proud company of male-contented 
Bablers (who are Prieſts of their own 
making, and the fiftitious Tdols of 
abuſed Phancies ) , having imbibed 
Seditious principles, from them un- 
waty Zealots have ſuck't not the Sin- 
cere milk of the Word, 1 will be bold to 
ſay, but a poyſoned doſe of Schiſm 
and Prejudice. Thus the Stars fall 
from Heaven, the waters below are 
turr'd into. wormiwood , and the 
drinkers dye. What miſchievous 
offences have overſpread the boſom 
of great ' Britain ? * What ſplegative 
rage, and opprobriots words, are caſt 


_. on the face of. Authority? What 
in 


ſing-blocks are daily thrown 

out, to check harrrignious Peace, and 

united Devotion, ſince troubleſorne, 

reb&lious, and teſty Spitits were both 
indulged and applatided? © 

C 2 'Tis 
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'Tis now grown a neceſſary. point of 


Purity, to muzzle Aſſemblies into : 


Schiſm and FaCtion, to ſnivel out a 


demure Lye,inſtead of a holyDoQtine, * 


to vent a Libel inſtead of a Uſe, to 


bring in ſuſpition that Thames and 
7yber have joyn'd Channels, and that ; 
our Government, Rites, and Liturgy, F 
are wholly Romiſh, or Antichriſtian, * 
With this Joure milk the Babes of + 
Chriſt are publickly fed, and yet the 


Non-conforming Presbyters would be 
thought no Offenders 


Theboyſterous Thunders of Hea- | 
ven ſtrike not the top of Olympus; but * 


ſaucy Seducers are now found, that 


fear not to blaſt the height of Majeſty, 
overthrow the Seats of Superiority, 
and tear Allegeance out of the peo- + 
ples hearts ; and inſtead of caſting St.. 
Peters Net into the wild luſts of Mars,” 
tranſlate the bleſſed Goſpel of Peace in- 
to the iron language of Blood and War, - 

ford Truly how- : 
ever ſuch clamorous Zealots boaſt of 
the' certainty of their Ele4on, Chriſt ' 
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hath'mark'd them with a woe of re-. 
jetion. Woe to thoſe barbarous Pilats | 
that mingle blood with their Sacrifices ; . 


Woe to thoſe furious Sampſons that muſt 
| bawe 


[ub 
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': have multitudes to periſh with them 

+ Woe to the Seducing Prophet , by 
_ * whom theofftence comes. Yaps 
| But zruth as well as errour mg 
> occaſion' an offence; good Couglel, 
like the Peach-tree, may bring torth 
* poyſonous fruit in one place, and 
- wholſomein another. The meſſages 
f, of Heaven areoft compared to ſhow- 
, } ers of rain, which falling in due ſeaſon 
> | makes a plentiful year; but ſcarcity 
: follows unſeaſonable ſhowers : "That 
- | which in one place avails, in another 
t annoys; it inricheth our + fields , 
[n 


but dirtieth 'our ſtreets. Woe be to 
' thoſe Clouds (faith Bernard) that ſend 
| * ſach ſhowers, as make foul work among 
>. ws, but icy mend het 
t A word ſpoken'in due ſeaſon; 'and 
: fit place; hath an excellent favour ; 
1- but when both 'thefe are wanting, 
-, | the audience goes away worſe. Among 
/. . others, there are three waies of giv- 
of . ing offenees,even in the publication of 
&- Truth. asf 
e- 7. Eitherby ſcrupulous Dottrine, 
+5» 2. By bitter Rebukes, or 
7: 3. By Perſonal Invettives.. 
}; Firſt, We have ſome that while 
T whey would be thought $01:d, do-in- 

C 3 deed 
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e but ſaucy Divines; on all * 
_ ks hog they Fo ab into the. 

derr Secrets of God, and perplex ! 

their weak people with the thorny | 
my ies of Elefjon and reprobation ; 
inc which is fitly ranked 4. 
pl, thoſe. things that profit being # 
unknown: Not that I deny , but © 
there may beexce]lent matter drawn | 
from ſuch og Points ; but the Brain + 
muſt uſe her knowledge, as ſhe doth ; 
her ſpittle,and yentno more of {gong 

may. ſtand with the bodies 5, weſere 

The bright countenance of Moſes was. 
vayled, view he was to deal with the. 
people, w ho begely cht he prerd be. 
fore bus; awn ap were far. 
better men 87 Las Re of their 
awledge and. learning, than that! 
&y ould di affright 
_ ar dote abaut ) 1, that breed 
envy and evil Jarmnes HEE rg in. 


our zon ſev1 

et: wpture _—_ man ney tho: 
above the reach of our quicke 
pacities; and in nothing more men 
give offences, Gp oing about.to 
explain M [yſteries, Y ” Ve. "an Ac 
count, of ach things, which | them" 


ſelves: acknowledge, to be Tog 
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I} * henfible. And this is not my opinion 
2e- only, but (what ſome men will think 
x ©} ſtrange) 'tis Mr. Calvir's alſo: for 
y - atthecloſe of his Doctrine of decrees, 
v; he adviſes Miniſters to be very wary 
+; of rngrore, Bexr Dottrine to the 
gg; people, for fear of g;7ving them offence 
ut > and Aiffurbance : For i man (faith 
mn. he') ſhould come into a Congre- 
in gation , and thus beſpeak them: 
thi Friends and Chriſtians, I ant here ſent 
* to you to preach tlie Goſpel; hut 7 
muſt acquaint you aforehand, that there 
are but two or three among you, thoſe 
(that are the Ele&) that are like to be 
ever the better for my Miniſtry : and 
as to the reſt of you, there's Horribile 
Dectetum, a dreadful Bar in your way, 
that all the Preaching in the workd | 
can do you no good ; and the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, apply to then as! 
you will, can never prove available to 
your ' Sabvation His hearers would! 
run out of the Church, and cry the \ 
man were out of bis Wits. This juſt re- 
ſentment was exforted from the Gene- 
va-Oracle, by an ingenious reflection 
on his own Scheme, and the unhappy 
conſequence he foreſaw it would pro- 
duce; and I heartily wiſh his caveat 
C4 might 
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might be -obſerved by his followers: 
For certainly it would conduce more 
to the Glory of God, and the Intereſt 
of Chriſtianity, if men would let 
thoſe things that are myſterious re- 
main ſo,. and employ themſelves in 
' promoting Juſtice, Honeſty, and ſe- 
rious Devotion ; and.inſtead of repro-' 
bating one another into, the Regions of 
darkneſs, to do offices of love and 
, friendſhip one towards another, and 
adorn the Doftrine of our Saviour by 
our mutual. good-will, and fervice- 
ableneſs. to qur brethren... 

Secondly, Publick Rebukes, (un- 
leſs like Fonathans Rod they be dip- 
pedin honey) offend all. The rough 
hands of Eſax.were unfit for Superi- 


ority. Sinners like blind men muſt *' 
be led gently, not haled by violence. ! 


What gets the Merchant by a Tem- 


peſt 2 Who had not rather drink at a ' 


ſweet Fountain, than a briniſh Sea 2 
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who raiſes a fallen man,that bows not : 


himſelf down 2 ſleepers ought to be 


ul 
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waked gently : for as frightful and | 
7 


yiolent rou 
into wild Lunacies ; ſo wounded and 


ngs, have driven many |: 


. 
* 

=. 
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broken hearts are. caſt into deſpair, | 
prophane ones into fury and viru- ; 


lence, | 
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lence, by the offenſrue hatſhneſs of 'a 
bitter reprover.. St. Chryſoftom ok- 
ſerves, Yuw 99 imiduy dmpuHernd Tar fradnlc ayers 
yuier ixmiee, That too unreaſonable, or 
importunate reproof, is apt to make the 
Sinner firſt ſhameleſs, and then obdu- 
rate. , | | 
In the Liſt of the Beatitudes, we 
are to be firſt Meek, and then Merci- 
ful: we muſt be merciful to the Soul 
of our brother ; but we muſt have the 
Spirit of 'meekneſs in our ſelves firſt. 
To corre& other mens offences in 
anger, is to be guilty of greater than 
theirs. How have thoſe grim Ora- 

tors forgot this, that vomit nothin 

but fire and brimſtone / \'that breat 
nothing but. judgment and condemma- 
tion! that thus unadviſedly skare di- 
ſtreſſed ſouls from the door of Chriſts 
mercy | The Jews have a faying, It 
were better we were cold in our' 
graves, than we ſhould make our 
brother pale in a publick aſſembly : 
Our reproots are allowed to glow 
with theardent deſires of our Neigh- 
bours' reformation ; but if we ſuffer 
them to grow ſo hot as to bliſter the 
Skin of his Reputation, it is reproaching, 
not reproving. God Almighty, _ 
ure, 


[26] | 
ſure, hath a quarrel to thoſe rigorous ' 
Eze. 34-4- maſters, that have not ſtrengthened the 
| diſeaſed, not healed the fick, nor bound | 
« that which was broken; but in«:/ 
ead of a pious condeſcention to their 
Infirmities, have by . bitter taunts | 
encouraged them to preſume, or frigh- 
ted them to deſperation. 

Thirdly, Perſonal inveCtives offend 
all : our bleſſed: Lord brought not | 
his Traitor upon the ſtage in publick | 
view, but deciphers him in general 
terms, One + ou ſhall betray me. St. 
Paul would have his 7imothy to re 
buke and intreat all ; but gives him! 
no commiſſion” by a particular res: 
fle&ion to ſcaudalize any. We are' 
Fiſhermen, and muſt in 2 com: 
mon bait; without defign to wound” 
any fingle perſon in the common &; 
ſtcem ; leſt inſtead of reforming bn; 
vices, we give him a real offence, and}; 
make the ore rankle worte:tor being” 
vanned with the publick Air. How: 
ill-becoming is it then'in our low- 
ſpirited =%: And that chooſe a Tent 
on purpoſe to begin a' braul ! and 
Raiſe a Dodtrine to. revenge fome, 
Peccadillo- orv their filect Auditors! 
This is' to Preach our ſelves, . and nit 

Chriſt," 
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Chriſt, and him crucified ; to bring in- 
tocontermpt Gods ſacred IC A 
and to make the mare ſerious part 
of our. diſcourſes to be lighted, tor 
blending our little quarrels with the 
holy meſa e, and driving on ſome de- 
ſign ot,our own, under the mask of 
a more holy Employment. One 
would think the fooliſhneſs of this 
Vice might obſtruft a further pro- 
greſs: For it neither procures us 
Friends, nor removes our Feuds; , but 
on the contrary, enrages our enemies, 
and makes them aſſume an unjuſt de» 
fence, rather than fall under a juſt 
ſhame. In whatſoever Sphere we 
move, 'tis , good neither. to bite nor 
fawn, but rather .ſubſeribe to him 
that ſaid, 

Nolo minor me timeat, deſpiciatur major. 
An even and humble carriage to all 
men, eſpecially. whilſt diſpenſing the 
SITES 
Embaſſadors of. Chriſt, and fuch w 
Religion nb. vain,ſpending it ſelf in 
idle & frivolous taunts, but is circum- 
ſcribed within the bounds of Charity, 
that will neither hear. nor ſpeak any 


thing that may directly occaſion an 
Offence. Our 


[28] | 

Our bleſſed Saviour reſtraining the | po 
hoſtility and murther of the Tongue, | y 
threatens hell-fire to them that call | -- 
their brother foo/. Meaning, that all | 
language which does really,and by in- | 
tention,diſgrace him in the greater 1n- | 
ſtances,is as direAly againſt the Chari | d 
ty of the Goſpel, as killing a man was ! ex] 
againſt the Juſtice and Severity of the} ;,,. 
Law : And although the Word it elf! ;_, 
way be uſed to reprove the indiſcrett- ? ,,. 
ons and careleſs follies of an idle perſon; ſor 
yet it muſt be uſed-onely i» order to! 4;. 
his amendment, by an authorized per-\ ;, 
ſon, and within the limits of a juſt re- ' I 
proof, upon juſt occaſion, and fo as; ,, 
may not do him miſchief in the event hig 
of 'things. And though ſome men ,., 
juſtifie their perſonal rebukes, from * ,,, 
examples in Scripture, as from our ; plu 
Saviour calling his Diſciples 7 foo- * 1 
liſh, and St. Fames uſing <1gm wi vain | th; 
man \, the fame in ſignification with an 
the forbidden Raca ; and St.Paul call-  q, 
ing the Galatians mad, fooliſh and an 
bewitched ; and Chriſt calling Herod ' J,, 
Fox, &c. Yet 1s their practice not * js, 
warranted hereby, unleſs it be done | i, 
in the ſame manner, and with the ſame | ca; 
mind : if it be for correction and re- 


proof 
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' proof toward perſons deſerving it, and 
* by perſons whoſe authority can war- 
* rant it, and this be done prudently, 
- fafely, and uſefully, it is not contume- 
- Iy ; but when men upon all occaſi- 


ons revile an offending perſon, leſſen- 


; ning, ſowring his ſpirit and his lite, 


deſpiſing, his infirmities , tragically 
expreſſing his lighteſt Miſdemeanour, 
being tyrannically declamatory and 
intolerably angry for a trifle : Theſe 


: are ſuch who, as Apollonius the Philo- 


ſopher ſaid, will not ſuffer the offen- 
ding perſon to know when his fault 
is great, and when 'tis little : For they 
who always put on a Supreme anger, 


» or expreſs the leaſt anger with the 
: higheſt reproaches, make no difte- 


rence between him that robs a Houſe, 


' and him that breaks a Glaſs. Non 
: plus quo, non diutius quo, was a good 
* rule for reprehenſion of ſinners. He 


: that reproves too long, does reproach 
: and harden the Ofſe 


ndor ; he that 
does it too bitterly, betraics his own 


- anger, and is guilty of rayling ; if too 
' loud, he is immodeſt ; if too ohlick, he 


is — and if too perſonal, he is 
imprudent, for no clamorous perſon 
can be wiſe. The cure of which evil 


"Y CON- 


SPS) 
conſiſts in following St. Pauls Exhor-* « 
tation, Let all bitterneſs and clamouy- £ 
be put away. Spare 'the perſon, but* 
not the f/; for he carries a witneſs in n 
his boſom, that tells him he is the F 
an againſt which the arrow of 6. t 
proof '1s ſhot ; whereas the oppoſite? te 
dealing will rather ſhame the ſinner, C 
than amend him. Ye increpanti, Wor" g1 
to the bitter reprover by whom tht” 1n 

ay 
ol 
to 
lis 


offence comes. | 
Fourthly, Yea, and on increpant- 
foo; our very ſilence may give at 
offence : But one Erring man 1s wink 
ed at, faith Origen, and the what hc 
Church is wounded. What mere w' 
is this,to difpence with one, and tode& Yyc 
ſtroy all! How oft is all Jai cit 
puntſht for the fault of one Achai! to 
Concealed enormities imply a pe. mM: 
miſſion that encourageth'to perpetts tie 
tion; and now that which mig} m1 
bave been blown away with a wor He 
is grown a rooted example: Sud Ca 
Prophets had Jury in J/ajahs timt* Gn 
that ſmooth'd up the people in tyts Pat 
Prophets that ſhould have bet Hc 
Tai. 9. 15. Afeads, and indeed were nothing bit 91 
Ezck-13-4+-Tayls; nothing but tails to cover Tac 
thineſs: Or as Ezekiel ampli wh 
the 


; 
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r= that: homely Carafter, They were 
ws: grown Foxes with great tails, as fit 
ut? ascould be to hide or' wipe away the 
in noyſomneſs of a ſinning people, as 
he Foxes with their dangling ſingles do 
r6. their filth, that they may not be ſen» 
itt: ted by their loud threatning enemies. 
e&, O Mercenary wretch, faith St. Au- 
'o& gu/tin, thou ſaweſt a Wolf endanger- 
the 10g the Flock of Chrift, and ranneſt 
away! How ran I away ? will ſome 
a#ti- old Levite reply, that ſticks faithfully 
| to his Glebe and vails ; why, herel 
nd live, here am Canonically reſident ; 
edt how do I run away ? That Father 
x will tell you, you are then fled, when 
,de your lips are finfully cloſed ; when 
rat either to keep a commodions friend, or 
hat. to ſhun a furious enemy , ſome leud 
pe. man ſhall be let alone in his impie- 
tr, ties. How many luxurious wantons 
igh might have been chaſt and regular ? 
ron! How many in whom the ſparkling 
Sas Canary hath. drowned Reaſon and 
im) Grace , might have ſtart up rigid 
yet Paterns: of : Temperance and Sobrjety / 
be How many gripple Mammoniſts ; 
; by: might have become ' renown'd Mi- 
r& racles of Bounty , if ſome holy and 
life Wholfome tongue had given a timely 
th aſſault, 
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beft company ; and any. reluftang ' 
diflike of Sin, {poils and. diſturbs is: | 


And fo Chriſt himſelt .mwſt- now he 


excluded, as an unfit Companiomfqr 
Publicans and Sinners, All concern 


fax. his Honour-,muſt. out of civil ale 


be diſclaimed;-even by . his: own 


lowers, hecauſe. to the . Few he & a; 


Stumbling blook, and to the Greek Phi: 
laſopber fooliſhneſs As the tranſcen;' 


dent Graces, and Gifts of Gods holy. 


Spirit are; almoſt levelled with, m 
Virtues, ſo thoſe Gofpel-duties, fi 
as.the fear + death cquld never ye! 
diſpence, with, maſt now, be reſtray! 
os and limited, by the rules ofa pre 
tepdedly;civil, 5,6. 2 licentiqus Con 
verſation,, ;Nay, ſo far has this endeg 
ring ang, obbgy humor prevail 
that men are. rajd. to ſtand up uy 
the Cauſe of. God, leſt-they.. ſhoul/ 
afiront; his, Euemies ; but -muſt_ ly 
i. booms rebel: to. choir own 
Conſciexces, on, the petty. abligation 
of Cvility. and Manners faltly tak 
xd :. Whereas according. t9 oy 
of good Mawners; that 15.certainly 44 
higheſt rudcoels,)ta” dare; ro appe 
irreligiouſly in the ſight, of. trem thy 
Wwe by a Jolgmp and ſacred Vol 
» | engagd 
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engaged. themſelves 'in a contrary 
Profeſſion. For as in civil matters, 
to- conceal Treaſon. includes an equal 
guilt, .and is obnoxious to the” ame 
puniſhment with the afua/ offewe : 
So in'this caſe alſo, he that does:\not 
reprehend a ſinner, is little leſs than a 
cringing Afi/taut to ayothers debaus 
chery... For ſhame therefore, my bre- 
thren, let it not be faid of you, that 
you- love the Society of wicked 
Wretches, better than the bleſſed Fel- 


| lowſhipof Angels ;-and that you had 


rather hear your 'God and Saviour a; 
bufed, than diſturb your helliſh;coam- 
pany: and will. hazard. the damna- 
tion. of your ſouls, out of Courtſhip to 
the Devil, rather than be counted 
abſurd -among wrreaſonable mey... \[t _ 
was.this filled the foul” of 1ſazah with 
amazeihent and horrour, if the Fa- 
thers conſtrue him right : Woe wato 


me, faith that generous Seer, becauſe, 7 lai. 6. 4. 


am ai man of uncleas. lips : He cannot 


Preiſe God with the finging Seraphim, 
Yaith, Feram,, becauſe. his lips are un- 


dean,.and their foulneſs aroſe from 
heace,.'that they had not faithfull 
reproved. wicked V=2iah. All Eh 
perſonal holineſs is eclipſed with.the 
D 2 guilt 


£2Y 


aſſault, and come in to the reſcue of 


the precious. Image of God, ſo miſe. ' 
rably defacd by an unchriſtian conn 
vance ?- But on the contrary, that 
which is our ſhame, and ſhould be 
our ſorrow, we ſuffer Gods Name; 
to be diſhonoured and blaſphemed,” 
Chriſts body to be torn and mangled! 
afreſh with Oaths, and his truth um-? 
paired with. impious Abſurdities, yet 
never open our mouths in their vin 
dication ! What prepoſterous madneh; 
is this ! ſhould our friends Coat but ſt: 
diſorderly on his back, we would pre: 
ſeatly re&ific the immodiſh. errour;* 
But his-life is wretchedly debaucht 
and diſſolute,and we never ſtop him in 
this dangerous Carreer. Is not the 
Soul of more worth than the Ray- 
ment? this at moſt but an unfaſhion, 
able blemiſh, but the other fearful and 
. extreamly perilous. Might not the 
Jew ſuffer the beaſt of his Neighbouu 


to fall and periſh ; and ſhall we ſuffer 


the Soul of our brother to be undo 
to all eternity 2 God. forbid ; let 


rather by good advice, ſnatch then. . 


as brands out of the fire. And this8 


2 duty not confin'd to thoſe of the 


Miniſterial FunCtion onely, who mil 
need 
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needs want the frequent and requiſite 
opportunities, but indiſpenſibly in- 
cumbent' upon all men who fear 
God, and 'with the good of humane 
Souls? 2 - gt I 
\_ Eafie obſervation will make it ap- 
parent, that the neglect of this Duty 
hath cauſed. the greateſt degeneracy 
in- Chriſtianity, and made Religion 
eſteemed the moſt" inconſiderable 
part andend' of our lives : That ge- 
neral remiſneſs viſibly 'in Piety , is 
chiefly, if not wholly, robe attributed 
to this fort of flaviſh Compliance ; 
which even- Conſcientious ment are 
too apt to 'admit of, 1 relation'to c< 
ther mens vices; by which they re- 
ceive a currant ſtamp and approbati- 
on, whileſt a prudent-reproof would 
certainly work a Shame;,'if not a 
Conviction in the ſinner. - Now this 
unfriendly, and unchriftian Cuſtom; 
is uſually warranted upon _ 


' ded Civility of the Ape, and Freedom 
' of converſation , which allows every 


man an uncontroulable priviledge of 
living his own life And then it muſt 


| be noleſs than rudeneſs and imperti- 


#ence, to-introduce any religious Cau- 
tions. Irdifferency here 'makes the 
Pg D beſt 


[34] 
beft company ;, and any. reluftant | 


diſlike of Sin, {poils and. diſturhs its - 


And foChrift himſelf .mwſt- now he 
paged, , as an unfit Compapiomſqy 
Blicans and Sinners. All concern 
fax. his Hogour-,muſt. out of civil ral 
be diſclaimed,;-even by. . his own 
lowers, becauſe. to the . Few he a 
ſtumbling book, and to the Greek Phi: 
loſopber foalifbneſs As the tranſcen;' 
dent Graces. and Gifts of Gods holy 
Spirit ; are:a}moſt levelled with he's 
Virtues, ſo thoſe Goſpel-duties, iu 
as.the fear of death could never ye 
dilpence, with, muſt now, be reſtraj 
and limited, by the rules ofa pre 
tendedly,civily 5-6. 2 licentiqus Con 
Er 5 dy ;Nay, ſo far has this endea 
ring and, obliging: humor prevaild. 
that qmen .are atrazd .to ſtand up u 
Cauſe of. God; leſt-they.. ſhoull 
aflront- his, Buemics ; but muſt_ ly 
0 . cpnhans rebellion. ;to, their om 
i p95 Tag on the-petty. GEE 
£1. and Manners. Hi0y 0 
bo" . Whergas according..to the 
of good | Manners that is.certainly + | 
hy lenels,)ta” dare; to app 
irrebgi h in the ſight. of them. the 
have by a folgmp and ſacred Vs 
Jy eng 
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gaged. themſelves 'in a contrary 
Profeſſion. For as in civil matters, 
to- conceal Treaſon cludes an equal 
guilt, .and is obnoxious to the ame 
paniſhment with the afual offence : 
Sa in this caſe alſo, he that does:.gor 
reprehend a {1nner,, 4s little leſs than a 
cripging Afiſtant to atjothers debaus 
chery... For ſhame therefore, my bre- 
thren, let it; not_ be faid of you, that 
you- loye' the Society of wicked 
Wretches, better than the bleſſed Fel- 


| lowſhipof Angels ;-and that you had 


rather hear your God and Saviewr a: 
buſed, than diſturb your helliſh;com- 
pany : and will. hazard.. the damna- 
tion, of your ſouls, out of Courtſhip to 
the Devil, rather than be counted 
abſurd -among wareaſonable mey.. \[t _ 
was. this filled the foul” of 1ſazah with 
amazerhent and horrour,. if the Fa- 


' thers conſtrue him.-right : Woe unto 
me, ſaith that generous 'Seer, becauſe 7 Iii. 6. 5. 


am ai man of uncleas. lips : He cannot 
praiſe God with the finging Seraphiny, 
faith Feram,, becauſe. his bh are un- 


dean, and their foulneſs aroſe from 


hence,.'that they had not faithfull 
reproved. wicked Vz2iah. All Eh 
perſonal holineſs is eclipſed with.the 
| D 2 guilt 
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guilt of thoſe hainous 'Tranſgreffions | 
he winked at. 0 2 oo 
-" The Prophet Hoſea exhibits acom- © t; 
plaint againſt-a'ſort of Prieſts, Cami © m 
bals-rather, that eat up ' the fins of the b) 
le : for as the Viands we eat,-a | as 
ter a ſhort digeſtion become our own; th 
fleſh andblood; fo the Sins of the? af 
people which we mother and palliate, ſe 
being thus ſwallowed, become our* in 
ows. The facredMiniſters of Juſticezn pe 
what Orb foever they ſhine, will eaſily bo 
apprehend how much this Leſſon con: Cr 
cerns them, eſpecially in this diſmal;- Fr 
JunE&ure of publick affairs; and per+ we 
mit'me(not as an imperious Diftatos, &/e 
but)as an humble Suppliant,to ntreat thc 
you to remember that - the fins\of 's' ruu 
thers, which you labour not withiq' one 
your' powers to prevent, are yours iti} like 
the guilt, as well as thoſe of your ood fy 
perſonal commiſſion : and the exe telt 
ciſe*of Lenity in grand Enorminis. the, 
brings a woe - upon -your own' heads twa. 
For'to juſtifie the Wicked, and condem Pva 
the Righteous, are both alike” to Gul EL, 


| 


Have a care therefore, you earthly (57. 
gods, that you give no /ndulgence'a MS 
Conntenance to that generation" of Ws PX 
pers, that would be *poyſonifig tit ! fl 
h : Cup- ko. ws 
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- - their ſtings into the innocent hearts 0 
-* merciful. Princes, or. fucking the Royal 
e blood of their lawful Soveraigns., And 
& | as you, have any, love-or regard for, 
n; that Religion which, is pure and peace- 
xe: able, truly, Antient, Cathalich and Apo, ' 
e, folick;, or any abhorrency to char 


ar : 
in. yp tition and Blaſphemy;any concern 
ly for the 


&- would vex. thoſe Midianites that trou- 
of, ble Jou with their wiles.;, and correCt 
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to manacle thoſe mighty men. in” out» 
ragious Wickedneſs, who every where 
iftont net ns, but God, in ope».Re- 
bethan-' or ' prevaee Treadticrs, in a | 
C —_—_ 4 Conventicle. Decks the | 
Shit ih This "Iriagined" Pri reſs meet 
withConſtellation ratof Verdi and: | 
itregularity > their hurtful malice is 
corrected "by his beneficial Rajes: | - 
Poth he nicetewith benigt and ems 
perate Planets? rhey ot ſtr 
and influetce +dded to therri by: 
$perioyr Lo "What do we' ke 
for from the iViur Powers, bil the | | 
a} Srobation &'encoung rt of the | 
yous Stars, and the hy Cors | 
bovek of 't Malignant $A HU hete | 
catn6t __ 6mplain of thoſe'S tum, | 


ſtop th#" of | 

> art our” | 41 
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they that find'all things arniſs in the 
management of publick affairs; when 

thett elves are Speed (and it lies it 
their powey and office, by virtue of the 
ſolemn Oath of God, to redtefs theſe 
| _—_— by preſenting the Offeri- 
ers to the cogntzance 6t their Supe- 
riours) like fy Elephants endure no 
repreſetitment of their uplineſs,' not 
the leaſt afperfion of a diſorder. A- 
broad in the Church or State, they 
will telt you- nothing is righ/; but 
ort theit owti dawghills, in their own 
P arifhes,' 6r Conflableries, omnia bene, 
all is as it ſhould be. Thus theſe 
poor Officers plunge themſelves into 
Perjury, for fear of ſorne frowning Sir ; 
and drſobtige their Conſciences, Able 
repli =; xg the##' Neighboitr ; 
hs, Britlg 
_ info wree hich no vigi- 
li eo: FA enti, woe to 
ti ___ Tongue by Whoin the offenee 


ins, Arid now Calwnn - hr $ 
Her mouth full of Po " , rexdy 
7 


ty MA and bid all.” imbthies 
© Pipe ld the va e'of the fgh- 


cedortans, Cofplech and Hatred 
afs Nirre fp; with- the rayling - ac- 


4 cents 
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cents of a malevolent Tongue. The 
ſpies of Canaan, -as an honeſt. Rabbin 


obſerves, did but diſcredit the trees. 


. and the ground, and the, ſtone-walls, 
and a thouſand miſchiefs enſued ; how 
many evills may . we then think do 
they bring on themſelves and others, 
who ſharpen their tongues to wound 
and diſgrace men! When our Savi- 
our ask'd his Diſciples what men were 
wont to ſay of him , had they been ad- 
dicted to the vice of raz/ing quarrels, 
they might.a reply'd,One ,calls you a 
Demomiac, another a Samaritan, ano- 
ther a Wine-bibber;theſe are the good- 
ly CharaQters you get from a thank- 
leſs people : But theſe harſh and ap- 
probrious titles are kept from tns ear ; 
they tell him nothing but their good 
words; One calls you John Baptiſt, 
another Feremy, another ſome great 
Prophet. The lips of Chriſts Spouſe 
are like a thread of Scarlet; yea, 
indeed, like that Scarlet thread which 
Rahab tyed to. her window, not to 


m—_ — —— a _- — 
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ſtrangle any,” but fave all. The lips | 


, of a true Chriſtian gre tyed with ſuch 
threads as . prevent . miſchief , - but 


breed none. - It would be. well done 


of our ſhrill Dames, and imperious 
| Women, 
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Women,. to-think.a little - on. Rahads, 


blaſted the facorand.. 


and keep their -houſes.; ynhurt with. 
the \Scarlet thread of! lence; and mo- 
deſty....Weſhould, not then have our 
cars, fill'd, -'and our hearts wounded 
with. domeftical bragls:; - we. ſhould 
not have groundleſs.. and rancorous 
tales ſo\currant among us; we ſhould 
not- have every ſmall ſpark made a 
mountain. of Axa, t this Scarlet 
thread: of Silent and Modeſty Charit 


| were but. religiouſly. faſtned to,.th 


door of our lips. . But -Grave and Good 
men, for-ought I ſee, are as ready. to 
over-laſh, as that weak Sex ; and let 
me tell them, ſuch offences arc worſt, 
A ball of wool or. leather hurts..not 
where it lights ; but a bulletſpit, with 
violence. from the .mouth of a Canon, 
caules Towers and Bulwarks to moul- 
der into. duſt.:... So; men. of gravi 
being once: heard: to bolt aut raſhand 
unjuſt Verdids, the..weak Chriſtians 
that cannot judge muſt needs fumble. 
How. hath the canker d mouths of 
ſome. demure Levites, who had, firſt 
got a reputatign of liogplar Sangtity, 
d..torm of our,rg- 
nowned , Church ,. inflanvd S 
hearts with a rude and. pighttal Opi- 


NiOn 
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niort of the Reverend Prelates' (et o- 


ver them! How' have theſe" great 
Wheels fer the lefſer a goitig; that 
now too” many Families are becothe 
houſes” of Inquiſition! , when! every | 
Notch d Ideot wilt 4 freely #&falfly 
talk of thoſe men, itt whoſe awe pos 
ſence 'twould for |< pron for t 
ſpeak at allwithout\permiſion. The 
Fry theſe holy Riilers ſeerti-to hug, 
Math told ork 'f-a' Rufer be- re 


d, & bird. of the- air (which 

v'the Carta thinks' is' ani” &vil | 
ſpirit) foal! grcufe them of it ; and 
that 'if cheycanvure their Tongues to 
ſpeak evil of Dignities ; and deſpiſe 
Dominioxs, they are filthy dreamers, 
not'true Diſciples. Our Lord hath put 
caſes of an offe#ding eye, and hand, and 


Foot, but we heazrnothing of an offer: | 
Hin Head ;' Thar, fays Cajetay, a 


Breath,- or td Be cenforei 
one rg whider | Efexveii.' How 


FE wore regard, thai to be-prophian'd| 


ens they" are to! be' reproved, 
hg in their* one ſt” their 
langs to ale: ts enceurage Sedifion,! 
and promote'2'new-Rebellion by jnftify- 
tng the aft ; Þ- leave 'it th Ga ard: 
their own Conſciences to fidge : but 


it 
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it fakes i099 they' arv- 
of the Gi ne wit "Divarephes'; 
(for — s 4 ſtrange temprarion in! 
jm re of Ruler, t burof 

161) and that theiy « t bel 
ching fich malicious Words, diſloyalt 
glances; and uncharitable refletions 
againſt: their lawfuF Superiours, pro- 
ceeds from-that ambitious love they” 
Bave to: 'Preherninence; avhich ſtains 
therr: with fach an averſion to 
thoſe: ixmilities and- due'Submiſſion 
they' owe'toothers. ' ' 1" 

Methinks 'tis miſchief enough in 
the buſie-Fales of Dbtrattion, that ill 
opinions are bred by it, Unkindnefs 
fofter'd, Charity quenched; and Jarrs 
raifed that many times end in Blood, 
that we neednot'addto it the diſplea- 
ſure ,of an enraged Deity. Solomox 
tells us; FÞe are'fix things the Lord 
hates; Ko the ſeventh he ' counts a 

foul abomination. - and Bloodinels, 


mo wicked Imaginations, were hate. 


ful enobg ; but there is yet a worſe, 


'a five abominiable rhing, a ſcandalbus 


'Babter,: a Jower of Diſcord am 
brethrerj*! this ſhall be” laid in 
diſh-in that terrible Judgment, that 
we fat like grim” Judges, and ſpake 
harſhly 


[ 44 ] 
harſhly againſt our brother, aud ſlande- 
red our .mothers ſon. "This is a fruitful, 
though a fooliſh Vice. - Far through 
the help of the Deyil, and our corrupt 


Nature, whenſoeyer we have. a mind - 
to throw dirt at; one another, there is. ' 


enough tq be found jn. every ſtreet. 
The Apoſtle tells us, r ſome things 
we offend all. .. Which renders ,it t 
reaſt imprudence imaginable,, for 
ha that hath,a houſe made of glaſs, 
te: throw ſtones. at his: neighbours 
windows, when the ſlighteſt requital 
will quickly demoliſh the brittle Fa- 
brick of his own Reputation.. 


Alterius diflum aut faftum ne carpſeris 
 Wnquam 4 -45.1hy bs 
Exemplo fimili ne te derideat alter. 


And howeverwe ſet agrave look, up- 


on it, as if we had done nothing amiſs; 
however our. own Oracles pleaſe us; 
however we. riſe..up from.. our. gar- 
rulous Bench, forgetting the miſchief 
is done both to the audience and accu- 

ſed ; Yet the ſevere Judge.of Heaven 
and Earth will call us -to, a ſtrict 


: 


Noe room eo 


account, and make us at laſt ſee the | 


foulneſs of that Vice we accounted 


none, 
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none ; and then w# detrahenti, Wo be 
to that man by whoſe detratting ronghie 
the offence comes. 

Sixthly, Pernicious couſiſels ireOf: 
fences of the Tongue alſo, and as 'grols. 
and ſpreading as -any. ' 'Smt is then! 
grown! to 2. fearful eight, when it" 

elights to ſpread its inft ; when 
the leud man takes up' his eat in the” 
Chair of Peſtilence ; when like a'Dc- 
for of the'Chair, thoſe” evils that he 
prattiſeth himſelf, he ſeeks to teach 
others. The Spirit of God finds fault 
with the Church of Pregamus , that 
ſhe had a ſort of menthit held the 
Doftrine of Balaam ; upori' the na- 
ming of which, ſome will think, ſaith 
Origen, there were ſome in St. Judes 
time that ſtudied the Black Art, ſoriie 

profound Wizzards that pretended 
hs hidden skill of that old Serpent. 
No, that man teacheth the Doctrine 
of Balaam, that follows his example 
in perſwading unwary ſouls to the 
commiſſion of ſcandalous Attions. It 
was Balaams bad counſel, that laid 
the fair" 'wornen of Moab as ſtun 
bling-blocks before the People of God. 
Seducing perſwaſions, which either 
fumble us in the waies of _—— ; 

ea 


£46] 
: lead us into..a vitieus courſe, (and ſo, 
'pull,the wrath. of God,og.our, heads), 


theſe are the DoCtrines, of. Balaam, 
Thus.the Serpent ſeduced Eve, and 
ſhe Adam 2; Thus Solomons wives turn; 
his heart from God, and. crafty Ach. 
rophe] puts. Inceſt mto Al/elons head : 
Thas a {ztigtous wretch that hath un» 
done himfcltin-Suits of Law, lies like 
_ 2 glajng coal. ready to &ina/c others; 
for none proves 4 deeper knave , than 
a -{pent. fool. '* Thus the [corrupted 
Advocate puts :Lies and Perjury into 
his Clyents..mapth, for the mainte- 
nance of an-wjuſt Cauſe. Thus furk 
ous Revengers bringin Seconds, tq 
embrue- their hands in . blood : Thus 


Country-7iplers are. grown Raſhers | 
and Axchowa's: to one another : Thus | 


one Sacre/egions Cormorant, the Bell- | 


weather of the. Pariſh, encourages 4» 
nother, and he a third, to a conceak 
ment of the Churches due: ! How fears 


ful and lamentable is it- to- conceive | 


what- a; deal of this ſcandalons Ware 
xs openly ended in City, and Coun- 


om 


try ! How the gripple:Shopman nur | 
tures his Apprentice .in/ a\ Trade. d | 
yes: how- the ravenous.. Cheater | 
draws on- his landed; Novice ro Dig! 
X an 
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and Drabs : How one cries out with 
Salomons Ruffler, Come, let us our 
fill of lawa-till the day break : another, 
Cone;let us lay wait for blood : another, 
Let- us lurk privately to undo the In- 
nocent ; let us joyn purſes, and find.out 
the ſtrong drink, ayd continue till night 
at the wine-boles. | 

How would the King take it, ſhould 
War and' Tumplt ariſe, to have his 
own Gard enticed from him, to ſerve 
on the Enemies fide / we are by Bap-» 
tiſm become of the howſho!d and re- 
tinue of God, and- ſhall we make- it 
our ſtudie to pluck his Servants aw 
from him,to corrupt. his houſbo/d-wit 
traiterous counſels, and perſwade 
them to ferve on his Zaemies fide, 
and not look for a furious revenge, 
not ſo much as a rebuke from our Mi- 
niſters .-mouth? | Truly *twould be 
well-pleafing to: us, that we might 
alwaies come tQ you as the gracious 
Heralds of Peace :: But Chriſt Jeſus 
hath given-us an example, to thunder 
in ſuch a Caſe asthis, to ring..it a/avd 
in_the terrible Reftans car, Ye male 
conſudenti, We be to the man by whoſe 
pernicious counſel the offence comes. 

COLLINS - 2 bt 
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Seventhly, How have forgot that 
rempting  Syren.,. whoſe enchanting 
Songs lulls- ircantious Marriners' in- 
to-2 ſound ſep, while their Veſſel 
fplits upon a Rock ! That ' crafty 


Panther , whoſe odoriferous' breath | 


enticeth herds- of Cattel after him'to 
their own deſtruQtion ; I ' mean the 
ſmooth. and flattering Tongue, 7 which 
the Offence comes. As the Shellfiſh is 
mounted aloft in the Eagles Pounces, 


tobe ſhattered with the greaterfall:S0 | 


frail men are highly extol'd by their 


pick-thanks, but *tis to tumble them | 


down into' a depth of Sin. The pre- 
cious'balms of ungodly men have a 
ſecret doſe of Poyſon in the compoſs 


tion;fhat Oewm peccati & Oleum vene- | 
i; are uſed promiſcuouſly in the He- | 
brew Dialect. - Now as dogs purſue | 
their game beſt, when the huntſman 
excites them 'to ſport and courage | 


with his voice: ſo wicked men run 
more eagerly ''-into vitious courſes, 
"when they are encouraged to it by 
their obſequious Flatterers. *Tis now 
nick-nam'd a poynt of good Manner, 
a token of Humility and Gentlenefs, 
to {ooth and appland men in Vice 
and Vanity : and he that baſely 
& ſtoops 
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 ſtoops not to thoſe inhumane applians 


ces, ſhall be reported Proud, Peeviſh;' 
and Envious. 'But know: your friends, 
know your exemies better, whoſoever 
you are that love to'be zickled with 
the gloſing tongues. of parafitical ob- 
ſervers. To ſtea] our Houſhold-pros 
viſion. were a- groſs. theft; 'but-to-be 
rob'd of our Seed=corr,. was'a worſe 
damage. What are -our-inward af- 
fetions, but ſeminarzres ' 'of all the 
goodneſs can be derived. from us? 
Now theſe affe&tions. are: fol» and 


| ſpoyl'd, when oily tongues, to endear 


themſelves,& patch up the rents in tat« 
zer d tortunes,ſhall ſo egregiouſly abuſe 
us, as tothink well of our own exormt- 
ties, and purſue what we ſhould moſt 
abhor. What can miſchief us more, 
than the pilfering of our hearts , and 
depraving our yes Bar 2 for by this 
means the very Seeds-of Grace are 
rifled away, and we are left barren 
(like the Fig-tree) to the curſe of an 
incenſed Judge. Woe be to them that 
call good evil, and evil good; that put 
light for darkneſs, ms darkneſs for. 


| light. Vx Adulanti; \wbe to the flat« 
, zering Tongue by which the offence 


| Comes. | 


E Eightly, 
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Eighthly,.. And may we not rank 


thoſe in the Lift of Yocal Offenders, 
from whoſe anſavoury Feſts, laſcivious 
Songs, and ſcurrilous Pens, balls of 
Wild-fire- are caſt abroad to. inflame 


are ever dabling in ſtinking mud ? 
How is our t#neful Melody (candalizd 
with debauch'd Airs;the harmleſs recre- 
ative Inſtruments of Muſick , trans 
form'd into the Engines of Miſchief, 
our entertainments fly-blown with and 
looſe and abuſive Catches!I hope none 
will be ſo uncharitable to think I con- 
clude all under Offences that muficalh 


| 


others ; whoſe Bills,like tame Ducks, | 


recreate themſetves, and delight others; 
within the limits of flial duty : *tis 


no, for Gods people may be x4 


the abuſe onely that I declaim againſt, | 


who am of Ariſtippus's mind : | 
In libri Patris Sacris, | 


| . 
Mens que pudica eſt neſciet corrumpier. 


Air, and reach but to few ; we have 
found 4 way, with the publication al 
obſcene Pamphlets, to make our offew 
ces Eternal, and are become univerlal! 
Bauds to the whole world. Cupidis 
Crown 


| 
But theſe empty ſounds vaniſh ite 
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Crown'd a Laureat, and that unchaſt 
licenſe which hath been expung'd and 
hiff dat in Heathen Poets,is hug'd and 
applauded in Chriſtian. The Jews 
have a ſaying, that when Scurrility is 
heard without , the door rots; the 
door! nay, the Audience rather; for 
rotten communication is the quicke#t cor- 
rupter of good Manners. 

Can we think Almighty God be- 
ſtow'd our breath on us to no other 
purpoſe, but to blaſt his Image ? Can 
we think our Creator intended us for 
nothing elſe, but to be the Devils bel- 
lows Oh wotul merriment, that af- 


3} flifs our God, and grieves Þis Spirit 


and holy Angels, to make ſport for 
the Devil and his infernal Crew | Let 
no evil commnication, faith the holy 


| Apolltle, proceed from you mouth; and 


preſently adds, Grieve not the Spirit of 
God. Go now, unhappy drols, and 
think to delight your fozd admirers 
with an obſcene Feſt : but remeinber, 
that truly Religious hearts aregriev'd; 
nay, the Spirit of God is griev'd with 
thoſe that thus hazzard their ſouls, to 
purchaſe the reputation of Facetious 
Blateroons. Hath Chriſt pronounc'd 
weeping and woe to them that /augh 

E 2 now ? 


TIE 


nav How then can they think to. 


eſcape; that-do 'not only admzr, bur” 
confs and further this vain and frolick 
exceſs. Oh lamentable and heedlefs' 
folly ! to kindle, a wanton. delight in 
ſome looſe heart, to feed a Jaſfovins 
ear,” and make our company merry, 
we bring on our fouls a forrowful woe." 
Ve turpilogui, woe to the ſcurrilous 
Tongue by whom the offence comes. 
Ninthly, Deriſion and Mockage is 
the laſt offence I ſhall arraign in the 
Tongue: For, O fooliſh Galatians, who 
hath bewitched you ! faith the choſen 
Veſſel. As the grumbled Charm of a 
Witch, ſome think will ſtrike dead a 
little child, ſo the goodneſs of a weak 
Chriſtian, with every breath of derifi- 
on 1s almoſt blaſted. How little a 
thing ſtaies a boat on the river, and 
ſtartles a horſe by the way-ſide ! no 
leſs cafily are we deter'd in a courſe of 
Goodneſs. Some frail diſordered man 
hath the ſymptomes of a growing 
' Cure upon his Soul, has mew d off his 
ſick feathers, and now begins to tartl 
at his former exceſs; to forbear his 
brain-ſhaking* Cups, and hell-inoented 
Oaths; has ty'd up his Tongue tothe 


Leh. teeth 


wats od 


nood behaviour, and impoſed ' on his 
Con-! 
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Canverſatipn. the, ſtrict Rules, - of 
Religion. : - and , naw the fleering 
drunkards make Songs upon him ; 
the ſcorns and taunts of his old 
Mates lie in his way, and he falls a- 
gain upon the ſame \ rack of offence. 
Another 1s mildly diſpos'd,. and would 
wink at a. Wrodg.. bur, hot-ſpurs. are 
buſſing his, puſiltanimity ;- he ſhall be 
mark't out tor a Coward and. Hlk-ſop, 
that dares not incur. the guilt of a 
ſpontanzous Murder, to gratific ſome 
beaſtly. humour... Should. a fort. of 
povLr Choilions be iredcem'd from” the 
Turkiſh Gallyes, wat would we think 
of. him that ſhoyld.cadeavour to be- 
tray them again to their old ſervis 
tudes 2 Is a foul logfed frym the power 
of Sin and Satan, What a horrid -villany 
is it to enſnare it again into that Cap- 
tivity! . Wholoeyer he be, that thus 
nips the buddings of Grace, like the 
cruel Egyptians, he does but ſtrangle 
the Hevrew Babes that God would 
have preſerved ; and like Tyrannous 
Flerod, put Chriſt to death, when he 
is firſt concezyed and born in a regenc- 
rate heart. But the moſt degenerate 
ſort of ſcoffers, and dregs of mankind, 
are thoſe that ſcoff at Religion, and de- 
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ride our hopes of another Life, as the 
Phantaſms of a melancholy Prie#?, or 
the Politick ſtratagems of ſome-cuh- 
ning Stateſmen,to keep people in awe. 
We are caſt into the very Dog-dairs | 
of Atheiſm and Ungodlineſs, and live 
among thoſe which ſcoff ar ſuch things 
that are moſt Sacred and to be trem- 
Bed at. Oh the frequent darings of 
Divine Vengeance, that continually 
pierces our ears, and wounds our 
hearts ! and thoſe vented in fuch 
direful expreſſions, that the moſt deeph 
damned.in hell could never be guilty of 
worſer. Wonder not if this be the 
Cordolium of all that are religiouſly} 
ſenſible in the land, if it puts them} 
into the weeping Prophets 7/aca} 
paſſio, My bowels, my bowels, I am paiwd 
at the very heart; for 'tis enough to} 
raiſe a paroxyſm of grief and indign+ | 
tion in the holy Apoſtle, and make 
the hearts of good men fink and dye in 
them, to ſee how prodgionſly leud and 
impudent men are grown. Yea, 
thoſe dull ſouls who are inſipid and} 
dr onall other arguments, are by! 
the Devils, and the Leviathan help 
grown eloquent in ah#/ing God and: 
Religion , to magnifle their abusd 

Core! 


| 


=q 


GS o® 


» > == <= T7 6 © 


hb. PR SS 
= 2 S= 


-y 
©S 


-rantRu 


* —_— 


=] 


SEAMS, RS EST 


— 


(5s) 


Corpuſcularean — '£ 
{ua of a God, and th 
laugh aloud at your folly, who are 
tame and childiſh to believe what you - 
never ſaw ; and pitty your igrorante, + 
for being deluded by theme ax black, 
into the welancholy thoughts of Reti- 
gion. Democritus and Epicurus art 
polite Authors, and” in. better cred 
with ſuch, than Moſes, St. Fab, | or St. 
Paul;and Hobss borrowed Hypatheſis, 
than the ſacred Volumes of the'Qld 
and NeW-Teſtament. - - | 


Quis fando temperet 4 lachrimis . 


They ' can ſolve the Phamomena of 
Nature, without the allowance of \a 
Deity ; and derive the worls Origj- 
nal from a Fortuitous concourſe bf 
Atomes. Thus theſe imperious - A4- 
theiftical DiQtators, boaſt-them(elves 
tie only men of Learning and Difſcrex 
tion; ſtigmatizing all others, as igno- 

Ticks and iHirerareBufionn's, 
that have nothing of gexerofity; who 
dare not fet their mouths againſt 


* Heaven, xad' defic the Aurhority- of 


their Maker. Now toblunt the edge 
of this ſeoflng Wit, which boaſts of 10 
E 4 caſic 
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eaſie a YViftory over deſpiſed Chriſtiani- | 


ty';: Pray conſider, that-their onely 
argument is taken from-Sexſe, unleſs 
they enforce:them with Oaths , the 
uſual Graces and Ornaments , and 
the only=:proof they have .for ſuch 
avid diſcoarſes; and are to be pitied and 
-pray'd for, but-not diſputed with, leſt 
we ſpread the: contagion, having to.do 
With ſuch. as had rather. /ooſe Heaven, 
Md ny 's and have. no other 
re#fon why. the fay. there is-no God, 
but hk 'twould be wel for them 
there was none. *Tis a ſtrange de- 
luſion that hath infatuated rhele ab- 
ſurd Animals, that they dare ſport 
with theflames of Hell, in ſcoffing at 
God and Goodneſs, and the ſame mo- 
. ment fartle at their own Shadow, 
righted. with the noiſe of Thunder, 
-and. are as fearful of teing alone in 
-the- night, 'as other vermine are of 


- light and. company. 


O quam wultos dominos habet, quid unum 
non habet |! f 


Every ſurprizing accident sfares them 


from their Principles; there being | 
nothung more eyident, than that the * 


greateſt 
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greateſt Atheiſt is, alwaies the moſt 
notorious Coward. - Thus we read 
of Antiochus, when he enjoyed. -the 
conſtant ſeries of a ſmiling fortune, 
boaſted himſelt Superiour to God: hints 
ſelf; but when the inconſtant Goddets 
withdrew her Beams, and appear'd 
unto him under a cloud of Troubles, 
he chang'd his note ;_tor having: re- 
ceived a fall out of his Chariot, and 
his inſolency curb'd by an mamedite 
blow from Heaven, he' could fay 
then, as too many of our Atheiſts do 
upon the aſſault of a diſeaſe, and the 
fears of death (Pray God it be not then 
too late) | 


Fuſtum eſt homjuem. mortalem ſubditum 
eſſe Deo. . 


It i, meet and requifite for mortal mes 
to k ſubjett tq the mmortal God. Tell 
me, I pray you, that.pretend to be fo 
great maſters of Reaſon, whether *tis 


- not. more agreeable to the principles 


of.right Reaſon, to believea God, than 
deny it; if ſo, then give over (ye 
men of ſenſe) thoſe ſordid extravagan- 
cies, that render you Clowns to Hea- 
yen, Burlek no more upon God, 

fog 
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nor caſt diſgrace upon the holy and 
bleſſed Trinity : For if frail man com 
pacted of infirmities 1s ſo jealous of his 
Honour, that (by the commands of 
Hell) he thinks himſelf oblig'd to du! 
him that ſtains it ; How will Gol} 
Almighty be jealous in taking ves 
geance againſt ſuch as blaſpheme hi 
Godhead, negle& their own Salvation 
and chooſe rather to venture ther 
whole Happineſs in gratifying thei 
corruptions, than provide for tit 


own Safety by examining thet 
 eroundleſs ſurmiſes > And you that hav 
better learned Chrift, be intreatedt 
ſhun the Society of fuch ſcofing 4 
theiſts, who would laugh you into 6 
ternal mourning, and mock you trot 
the exerciſe of Piety, till rhe Devi 
claim you by Preſcription. By 
{tratagem or device hath the Dewlli 
much d4;ſheartned from Religion, 1 
afflited men for it, as by Scoffers, 
'make themſetves the main prom 
of his Cauſe , and advancers of h 
Kingdom : by no methods hath 
Devil more zxſtrufted thoſe t 
would be bad, and diſcouraged others 
trom being goo, than _þy theſe at 
earſed inſtruments of Cruelty. Whes 


| 
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the Jews could not withſtand the rrij- 
raculous coming 'of the Meſſias any 
other way, they took ſhelter in a 
taunting proverb, Can any good come 
out of Nazareth > When. the convin- 
cing power of Miracles hd proclaim'q 
his Divinity, and the Works that Chriſt 
did had declard he was the Son of God, 
they had no way to prevent believing 
on him, but Is not this the Carpenters 
Son > Thus alſo fares it with Religion, 
that they who have their minds effran- 
ged from it, from thence take an occa- 
ſion to ſtorn and deride it. But if no- 
thing elſe can perſwade you toriſfe out 
of the Chair of Peſtilence ; See the ex- 
amples of Gods Judgments upon Scor- 
ners : Iſhmael mocking /ſaac,was bani- 
ſhed the pleaſant land, and expoſed as 
a prey to forreigners : Michal mocks 
ing David for dancing betore the Ark, 
was puniſhed with the ſorrow & ſhame 
of barremeſs. Machivel that mock- 
ing Atheiſt, dyed in the priſon of ' Flo 
rence; and Julian that made Chriſtia- 
nity a derifion, expired in a moſt hide- 
ous and cruel manner. Nothing is 
more juſt and equitable, than for the 
zmpudent it ſin,to be daſhea out of com 
tenance, and to be beaten with their 
0wn 
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own Weapons ;, for the .Lord ſcorneth 
the ſcorners, and will mock at their 
Calamities when they come , who 
mock'd at God before they was in- 
flicted : take heed therefore - you of 


fend none of God's little ones, thoſe that | 


begin to #aff ſweetneſs in the Word of 
God, and the promiſes of the world to 
come; but rather ſtrengthen the weak 
hands,and the feeble knees,and encou- 
rage all men in the way of Goodnels. 
Burt Changelings ſometimcs pals for 
the Babes of Chriſt, and while am 
pleading for the Righteous,T would not 
ur nxpat ey 12 in the ways of 


malice and diſobedience, in the ways| 


. of guilt and difſimulation, (which me- 


ny now take tor the ſfrezght paths of | 


Chriſt). I think we dv well to ſtop 
your courſe, and to deride your devi- 
ation: but far be it from usto retard 


you in the ways of Jeſus, the good old 


way wherein you may find life for your 
| Souls ; the ways that are {trewed 
"with Love, Peace, Meekneſs, and Hi 
mility ; woe be unto us 1f we call you 
not (as we do daily) to walk therein : 
but if any by precept, or example, put 


you from the purſuit of theſe rcal ! 


TIT — 


Graces, Pm deridenti, woe be to that | 
man, 


| i 61 } | 
man, by whoſe deriding Tongue the of 


fence comes. 


The next member that upon ar- 
raignment, will be found guilty of 
Offences, is the Eye ; a part of the body 
endued with ſo much e xce/lexcy, and 
withal ſo much iniquity, that I know ' 
not whether it may more invite your 
admiration or your ſorrow ; for when 
the heart corrupts the eye, and the 
eye betraies' the heart , it ſtains its. 
own glory, by agreeing with the mind 
in the ſervice of Iniquity ; it renders 
the eye an egregious offender : for it 
with a greedy aſpe&t it Jooks upon 
food, without charging the ſtomach, 
'tis guilty of Gluttony ; if on a woman 
to uf? atter her,tis guilty of Adultery; 
if it beholds riches with covetous de- 
ſires,it hath committed Robbery ; if on, 
anothers good, with an eye of evil, it 
commits the (in of Zxvy; which is the 
meaning of our Saviours reprehenſi- 
on, 1s thine eye evil, becauſe mine 1s 
good? But as-if the vice of the husband: 
men were transformed into a virtue, 
ſinful man is continually reviving it,in 
repining that his feHowlabourer in the 
vineyard that came in 'late, ſhould 
receive equal wages with himſelf, _ 

ike 
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like Ceſar and Pompey can endure no | je 
equal, ow fecond to rival him in his hi 
victorious Atchievements: Hence it is | th 
that Envy is called the green-fickneſi of | lo 
the Soul, that feeding upon cinders, or | hi 
rubbiſh, contrad&s the tature, impallidg * me 
the body to a heftick leannefs, and } in 
through default of the liver, ſpots the | in 
face with gutta Roſacea, as the effigjes | th 
of the man by whom the offence comes, | in 
'This is he that cannot endure the abi» | ha 
lities of any, ſhould be admitted come | ov 
petitors with his feeb/e acquirements;} ot 
thinks illuſtrious merits an upbraiding} T' 
his own defefts, and that he is lighted | ex 
into envy by the ſplendour of his ri-# de 
vals virtues,againſt whom he hath no} ſta 
other quarrel,than what the Africau} of 
have againſt the Sun, 7/rit fulgore ſuo; | OV 
or what one had againſt Demoſtheness } of 
candle, onely becauſe it ſtood in hy} to 
light. This fin of Emvy renders men} ti 
more vitious than devils; for we no- |} C: 
where read, that they envy one ano-þ #7 
ther : Beſides, their ao! fo ariſeth} br 
from the want of that goed which} Ie 
they have loſt, 'and theſe envy that} of 
good which another hath found. And} Ct 
now through.the ſuggeſtions of Me | #* 
lice, the ſinner wracks himſelf with | 

calouſies 


| 
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jealouſies and ſurnnles, to perſwade 
himſelf each Candidate is his enemy, 
that he hath a greater ſhare in the 
love of the - ity: and this puts 
him upon baſe and ungenerons employ- 
ments go fatisfie NE a 
impatient jealoufie; ſends him as a- ſpy 
into every dark corner, to diſcover 
that which only dwells in his own 
imagination ; and all this while he 
hath perhaps been fighting with his 
own Chagrene Ghoſt, and hath had no 
other enemy, than his own 1ll nature. 
This makes it-a kind of miſery to be 
excellent, becauſe it is ſure to be atten- 
ded with maligaity ; it being the con- 
ſtant guiſe of poorer ſpirits, thoſe brats 
of us. 7 clay, to erect obelisks to their 
own obſcure bearings, out of the ruines 


| ofothers: and fince they are unal lc 
to raiſe themlſelyes to the eſteem of 


their adverſaries, they endeavour by 
Calumny (or the exerciſe of their, be- 
friended , not acquired authority) to 
bring tem down tothe ſame ignoble 
leve}] with themſelves. This is a ſtone 
of Stumbling, and a rock of offexce,for 
Chriſtians to malign each other : for 


' be that hateth his brother is in darkneſs 
| until now; but he that loveth abideth 


10 


Joh. 1.2,g- 


[64] 
in the light, and there is no'occafion 
Stumbling* in him. But that whi 
aggravates the offence, and makesthe 
fin become lo exceſſively finful,/is, that 
the only cauſe for which the exviow 
man is enraged againſt his brother, 


is that for which Cain flew Abel;'be- | 


cauſe his own works were evil, - and hz 
brothers good. And that' this ' hath 
been the conſtant practiſe of this devi- 
liſh vice, will appear when- we fur: 
ther conſider, that for this cauſe Js 
ſephs brethren ſold him ; and it ws 
virtue in David, that provoked Say 
to ſeek his life ; and the Ninevites re 
pentance, that diſtempered Foas ; for 


this cauſe (namely unparallel'd good-| 
neſs) 'twas, that the Jews conſpired} 


the death of our Saviour, and which 
made the Roman Governour endes- 
vour his releaſement, becauſe he kney 


that for ewvy they had delivered him 
This is even the nature of envy, to 
aſlault the worthzeſ# perſons, whoſe 
eminency ſhines beyond others in glo 
rious Actions, but meddles got with 
ſuch as be of meaner quality. But! 
to perſwade 'men from the pratif: 
of this unchriſtian and unmanlik! 
vice, . know, that Divine Juſtice hath] 


| 


[ 65] 
appointed this fin to be the torment 
of it ſelf ; for Envy, like cankered 
Braſs, feeds upon his own ſubſtance. 


Tuſtius invidia nihil eſt, que protinus 
ipſum ' 
Authorem rodit excrutiatq; ſuum. 


But'T ſhall rather preſcribe A»tidotes 
againſt this poyſon, than ſhew the 
puniſhment that attends it: and to 
that purpoſe, if thou ſeeſt another a- 
bound in Learning, Judgment, or the 
like commendables, be not fo envi- 
ous to thy ſelf, as to be vexed at that 
which may better or inform thee, if 
thou woluldſt make a right uſe there- 
of. 

If thou hear him defend the 7ruth 
with applauſe of others, let not a-per- 
verſe emulation tempt thee to main- 
tain the contrary, to the ſubverting 
of the hearers : tor there is, ſaith Na- 
27an2en, a happineſs even'to be over- 
tome. And it is far better to be ho- 
neftly vanquiſhed, and quit the field, 
than to obtain an inglorious YVidtory, 
with the ſhipwrack of true Religion. 
If thou ſee another endued with ſpi- 
ritual Graces, as Virtue, Knowledge, 

F Tem ' 


[ 66+ 
Ti emperange, Patience ; here is mat ter 
for thy. odly Emulatien, but not. for 
thy bike . Envying : thou ſhouldft; 
ſtrive to match him in the exerciſe of 
holy duties, but. nat to damp his, alg« 
crity Þby* malitious detraCtion, Ac- 
cording to our Saviours. precept, aur 
light ſhould Jo ſhine _ men, that they 
ſeeing our good Works, may glorifie our: 
Father which i in Heaven, Thepefogs, 
let not, thy,.envy be.the cloud to dah 
the hight. of anothers, works ,” and 
thereby hinder, ſo much glory... as 
might redound to thy heavenly Far 
Chryſoſt. ther,, Although ſucha man were thy. 
enemy, yet, becauſe Almighty God 1s 
lorifed by him, he ought to be thy,} 
Sor jiA@ Dy as 0ng | 
triend : and now becauſe God is glce, 
rificd by ;him,” ſha}l - he therefore þe 
thy, enemy 2 God" forbid! Remember 
wi work he 1s doing ,. and.ete 
courage his faiut eudcayours with the 
addition of thy ſcrvice, and help to, 
effe&t what thou dayly prayeſt tar; 
Thet, Gods. will may be dave on Earth! 
by thee, and thy fellow-ſervants; ws, | 
it L. in Heaveh by the glorious Any 
eb. 't ag ? 
The, Tongue is now wormed, and: | 
tne-Cataratt of Emvy over the Eye is 
*_ couch'd | 
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[165] 
toueh'd ; "but 2 muſt lead-ybu of 
with Bebbiel ro"tvore dbominations, 
to:inore offences if onr lives; they 
ars'of: two'(orts} Ins xviml 


pla 

or The injuring flees are aps 
parently indigitated/in our Saviours 
words : for who receiveth this 4irtle 

owes, | but 'tHeit 'hopeful. berndfiftors > 
_ who'ot/the other fide erat 
e, but: their oppoſers 2 

here gar 'old Ne? 
ready to cotirriefee their ſuit; in rec- 
koning up 'the' Hard aitalures offered 
£0 their Zealouy® puides;/ -who arc 
exil'd their 'Patpits , ripe: of their 
Mainitenanee;” tated, fined, -perſecu- 
todas rheirawoed19; whetelrHhE ohh, 
trary is moſt evident , treated, 
through the Kindrieds of ſ , nd the 
remiſrieſs of others, more favourably 
than the Law allows, andthewr pra 

Rice deferves) "Arid (hen-chay Hall 
under any- pecuniaty''rtifi}Þer- cor- 
porel reftraint;-:herr pinriſhment* is of 
themſetoes ; "thity-cannot be called 5415 
motent Sufferrs) bi injurious Agreſſors. 
I would to God they would -onre 
leary'to fddleche right Afs : for, as 
St. Augaſtin ſaid of Sara and "_ 
F 2 the 


[58] 


the Maid .did more perſtcute,'the | 


Miſtreſs by.- her pride and. ſaucineſs, 


than the Miſtreſs did her Maid by the | 


ſeverity of her diſcipline ; and notwith 
ſtanding the Diſſenters clamorgus 


Charge ,..upon a. Meliza inquirendam, | 


'twill be found, that Schiſmaticks do 
more perſecute and offend the Church, 
than: boly Charch -doth:-perſecute, or 
offend them : and: fo unhappy conſe- 
quences have been, the iſſue of their 
evaoais 38 pe the Church 
better endured the, Swords of Tyrants, 
than -the tongues. of Schiſmaticks; 
for while we ſmarted,Unity remained; 


but while theſe Anticeremonian Bigots | 
are believed, the Church is obnoxious | 


. toruine, by the ſeeds of diviſion they 
{o us 


But that which ſpreads the conts | 


- oy ar the erage tanens 
of- forme” on-copforming, - brethren, 
 like.34 weeds. ins fat ſo:l, have done 
greater; miſchief, through the good 
opinion. men have + of , their perſonal | 
SanCtity. They are, good. men { and} 
(by a bad conſequence) a// they do,muft 


be ſo accounted. 


| 


But what. can the prawns amount | 
to, when, examin'd by an inte/igent | 
and 


| 
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[69] 
and wwprejudiced ſoul ? for: 'tis not - 
flouriſhing the banner of goodneſs, 
that can priviledge men from-either 
crrour or ſinning : neither 'ought the - 
uneeprovableneſs of mens converſe in 
other things, countenance their Schiſ- 
matical nay_ or ys nw 
practices, againſt the light of divine 
Scripture, Sod right Reakon. Let 
mens Gifts and Graces be as large as 
they themſetves would haveit believed, 
muſt not nen of honeſty live under 
Law's, and ſubmit to every 'Ordimance 
of man for the Lords ſake > Surely. 
however they whiſper the contrary, 
they dare not ſpeak it aloud, leſt they 
be as openly convitted ?o refit the Or- 
dinance of God, and purchaſe to them- 

ſelves Damnation. 

Theſe are the gildings and varniſh 
of thoſe felfiſh intrigues, whereby 
men of good hearts, but weak heads ; 
and women, who have weakeſt judg- 
ments, but ſtrongeſt wills and paſſions, . 
are cozened into a good opinion of 
theſe painted outeſides, to embrace a 
Cloud inſtead of Fg; and forlake a 
peaceable Church , to be-members of 
a contentions Conventicle.  T take no- 
delight in ſearching the wounds , or 

F 3 diſplay- 


C70] 

diplaying the -faults ' of a rehgiots: - 
Parcyeber in ſonoblea Cauſe 'twould| 
be a fn:-t0- hold my peace: Mean: 
mnjuriam patienter tut, mjuriam contra 
ſponſam:Chriſtt ferre wow potui, "Tina. 
deplorable offence, that men of excel- 
lent parts and a ——_ which 
might beeminently: /erviceable tothe 
Church of Gad; ſhould abuſe their Jear- 
ning tothe maintenance of # Schifm ; 
and inſtead of winning ſouls to Hea- 
ven, with-hufjr and i/-hoding diligence 
compaſs ta and ldnd to draw ,profe- 
Iytest&a pardy.' How\many Kilns and 
Barns (the preſent threſhing-floors; of 
difcontented Jebuſites)are turned int: 
Trojan horfes, from -whence publick 
miſchiefs-proceed! How many fouls. 
are heedleſly led by theſe *'tnbborn' 
and furious gyides, into a butter di- 
ſtaſte of their comman Mother the 
Church! how; many into-a' Peenifh 

cfeſteeſn of their ah/e and pious Ins 
ſtruders }.-yea; which.is moſt lamens 
table, into-a true- /oathimg of #hemr ſpis 
ritual Food. - But to return. to! 2uju« 
rions offences, caft your eyes I, beitecti 
you; about: you, and. evefy-.corner 
will afford you fuch, as: under a-pre« 
Fence of Purity, root up: the V _—_— 
© 14 £5 on. OS. O 
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[ 71) _ 
of God, affrout Majeſty, ſcorn Laws, and 
purſue their harcful. 't »s, With all 
the violence of loyal and affrighting 
inſinvations: white deadly Talons- 
(like the foaritif Eagle )' are; onely 
bowed in (I fear) for want of an-op- 
portuxity to prey and ravin,, Another 
Way ot difcerning, the humoaur*and 
malice of injurious Sefaries, is in the 
bitter Colycinthos they ſhred into the 
pats. of thoſe profits they reliſh not. 

& ſome Reverend Divine but croſs 
and difcountenince Schiſmatical fan- 
cies ; let him but walk in the wates 
of Meek obedience and Humble con- 
cord, he ſhall be defaw'd iri their Con- 
venticles, and called either a Tory: pl 


Papift, or at beſt a Papiſt in Maſque- 


fade; he ſhall be defrauded. in their 
Contradts, excluded rheir Houſes, de- 
prived utterly of all their Contributi- 
ons : his Heart Thall be broker with 


' dayly affronts and oppoſitions ; his in- 
| die croſfd, and his deſires hinder'd : 


the Reverence dije to his Funttion ſhall 
be detain'd ; and by telling the Vul- 
gar he is a man of Arbitrary Princi- 
ples, he preacheth Obedience to Laws , 
he is therefore of a perſecnting ſpirit. 


| And by theſe arts having prejudiced 


F 4 the 


[72] 


The Factions many, nothing but the | 


alt ſcorn of a oy face ſhall be caſt up. 
on him. His domeſtick zeceſities, and. 
painful maladies, ſhall be fo far from 


any ſhare in their aid, or pity, that | 


they ſhall rather begqome matter of 
mirth and mockage amongſt them; 
his grave ſhall be made for him, and 
his &zeZ rung in the votes of unmer- 
ciful people, &re God takes him away: 
Nay, which is worſt of all, his holy 
Labours ſhall be deſpiſed, his Rebukes 
ſlighted, and his Dof4rine tax'd; his 
Church cither quite forſaken, or thinly 
reſorted to, And are not theſe offex 
ces enough to ſtumble one ; Nay, to 
hinder the courſe of Chriſts Goſpel? 
to keep many good wits from entring 
upon a Fuxttion, that, in the conſczen- 
tious diſcharge of it, brings nothing 
but Zarrenneſs and vexation 2 Truly, 
if they can ſhew us no better fruit of 


their boaſted holineſs, like the barren: 


Sag the Hebrews are told of, the 
ave a curſe at their elbow. P, 
injurianti, Wo be. to that man, 

whoſe injurious dealing the Offence 


COMES. 


But injurious offences cannot be | 


thought all that our Saviour meant; tf 
| for 


- 


| [73] 
\ | for when he puts thoſe caſes.of an - 
offending Eye, and Hand, and - Foot, 
| | we ES it not of our- own 
| | members, as if they ſhould offer us 
| | violence. We proceed therefore to 
f | the laſt block, the exemplary offence ; 
: | and this Iwilldevide into three parts, 
& | andin them ſhew you. 
- I. That Offence may be given by 
': | the indiſcreet management of a good 
ly | work. 
1} 2. By the unreaſonable uſe of an in- 
is | different thing : And 
y 3- By the foul example of a work 
+ | in its own nature evil. dp. 
to 2. In the performance of a good 
work commanded by God, we are not 

ng | to balk an offence, but as much as in 
m-| us lies to removea miſpriſion. 'Tis 
ng | better an offence ſhould: be given, 
ly, than any of Gods facred Truths 
of | ſhould be betray'd. $5 aliqui ſunt y,, py. 
en} infirmi, & ſcentia deſtituuntur, non 0+ ; 
ey porter wut nos corum cauſa Chriſtiana 
7 libertate fraudemur : what though 
by} ſome are weak,and deſtitute of knows 
wee | ledge, there is no reaſon that we tor 

their cauſe ſhould be cheated of our 


> WW 
— 
ww 


bet C hriſtian liberty. We muſt not regard 
nt; their offence, who refuſe to be healed, 
for unleſs 


9 5 
whleſs we” our ſelves become fick.. th 
cho works which - fall nod ade 
frift command, we- are to do thit 
which we cannot omre without ah 
offence; and though 'tis certain mil 
«radira xy, nothing can be fo ſpoke 
or done, but it may be ſpoken againſt: 
yet when we confider that the Cers 
monies 'of our Chureh (about which 
Duſſenters make their pretence th 
quarrel) are but few in »«mber, are ſj: 
nificant in their nature, and advants 
geous to the grand deſigns of Religny 
in their «ſe, our Chriſtian Hbe 
eonſiſts in this, That we have leave 
do them, without the imputation of Fin 
nay, *tis fo far from being a Sz. 
Offenc eto comply with onr neigh 
in ſuch plainly innocent nfag#s , at 
harmleſs euſtornes ; or with the 
of our Governors, when they co 
mand us fuch things, that it would 
both fir and ſcandal to refuſe foto 
for our refufing to comply with eit 
of theſe, eat - hardly proceed 
any better principle, than a proud 


fettathon of Singularity, or at beft frat 


a ſuperſtitions 5 opetofry Sr. Pali 

would "ave us abftain trom every of 

Paarance of evil; bur wills us not 
: thint 


: 
oy 
| 
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(751 
tbink every thing evil which ſore 12x 
call ſq; for in that good old way which: 
the covenantingConfiſtorians & blind 
Papiſts call Superſtition & Ferefte, we 
thay zraly worſhip the God: of our Fa- 
thersxfor God judgeth not as may judgeth. 
2. In the ute of indifferent things, 
we have two lights .ro ſthew 'us our 
way ; Faith, and Charity ; 'Failrpon- 
dering the »ature-of the thing it felf, 
to. fertle + the wavering contoienee : 
Charity preſcribing the time and wan 
er, left we incur danger, and" our 
weak brother offence. Truly #-feandal 
taken from the uſe of indifferent 
things,if it proceed meerly of weakneſs 
and ignorance; is to be pitied and ten- 
derd. The Apoſtle is tull of -war- 
i}  oings, ſerious warnings, that we lay ot 
i 4.ftumbling-block before our weak bro- 
ther, that we 'cauſe him not to periſh for 
whom Chriſt dyed : and for his own 
part'avers, he would eat no fleſhas lon 
as he. lived, rather than it ſhould ſtick 
iy: another mans ſtomach. But doth 
tie mean that his weak brother ſhould 
keep him for ever thus cautelous? Or 
, doth he yield to their z»firmity onely 
y | ſo: long ill the rruth be taught him ? 
53in Yea verily: for if our weat brother at- 
—_ ry ow 


: 


| 
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Hind, and ſtumble at every thing, his] to 4 
weakneſs is no longer to be yielded un hun 
to, but to be correted. Pertinaciih lan! 
potius quam imbecillitas, ſaith a learne 
Divine ; you are miſtaken, my ſcrups 
lous brethren, you are miſtaken, i 
rather Obſtinacy , than Infirmity ; 'ti 
rather wilfulneſs, than weakneſs in ya, 
ſince there is nothing in our worſh 
of God-.committed that is unlawful, of 
omitted that is neceſſary. You thi 
are Diſſexters contend tor trifles, w 
for order and obedience : as for & 
ample, in our Engliſh Church 
people ſtumble at our puPlick Ritti 
decent Ge/tures , and. Veftments ; at 
challenge us fiercely of theſe as offe 
ces. But give me leave to tell ye 
that theſe «grounded notions, hov 
plauſible foever, are but the dreamsd 
ſome miſty /ecepy brains : for the Ds 
vil, that he may keep the world us 
der theſe delufions, tis his uſual knad 
to burtheyx the forms of Gods Worſhy 
with clamour and velgar prejudict, 
left the anion of Chriſttans ſhould 44} 
roy lus Kingdom, - or leſſen his Sub 

jeas. I appeal ro any indifferent! 
man, whether it be not more injuriow g 

' to 


hain . L77) 
bf co-Chriſtian liberty ,- to follow-:the 
xl humorous diſlikes of private and petu- 
with lant ſpirits;which require the omiſſion, 
ned} or to yield obedience to: lawful Authe- 
ws} rity, which by mature advice com- 
ta} mands the uſe of ſuch things, as are 
ng otherwiſe, and 4n themſelves, equally 
you indifferent for uſe or forbearance. 
rſh The reſpeCt of private ſcandal cealeth, 
Lo when juf? authority determines our 
liberty : and that reffraint which prc- 
$ ceeds from ſpecial duty, is of ſuperiour 
reaſon to that which is deriv'd from 
m6 common charity: We ought to bear a 
te} greater regard to our publick Gover- 
ours, than to our private brethren ; 
and be more careful to obey them, 
than ſatisfie theſe. *Tis true, we are © 
commanded be yot conformed unto this 
world; but the main import of the 
words, and deſign of the Apoſtle,is in 
what follows : But be ye transformed 
by the renewing of the mind : Newneſs 
of mind, is that  SubFantial duty of 
Chriſtianity, which makes all other 
things /awfu/' unto us. '- To the in- 
different things of the world we may 
conform for --quietneſs ſake ; to the 
iow! things of devency and order, we ſhould 
to} *contorm for conſcience ſake ; onely = 
the 


[787], | 

The. wickedveſs of it: we ſhould: ar a 
our ſelves; .> 5 C 

But ſince I know: inn adverws tc 
ries/oat of intereft-catnot be quith dc 
bue will (notwithſtanding all that cy} 4 
be ſaid to the: contrary ) load. imp 
Geremomes with ſcaxelalous Epithey 
( = by this craft ny ger their living) 
me demand of them, How «can 

wa ny try that. are Yo-pure #\ Hl 


long hath the laufidneſs6t theſe this] © 
boon oley'd ——_ you'? what: pai %þ, 
hath been taken by. our reverend'? A 
lates + What. evincing  argume NE 
havefallen'from the Lipsund Pens@ /* 
our reverend Divines? what ſtone fin 
offence have we not removed, to malf 

r wav: cleer > And' now ler £5 
world judge, if out holy Mother pz 
Church,'who bur maintains her ors 
Right "and Liberty , be: to be raxedf dof 
groimg\ offtnce, or not rather her walh 
Sons, whictt four their eyes againifhe< P; 


light;tb be'ſParply: repjvved for 0 q 
Df Abatees TYet am 4 
fo uncharitable to think;'\that ex 
one which difſents from the dots 
of thisor: that Chutch muſt be 
marized for'a-Schiſmatiek : No, f 
diſſenter be meek and modeſt; h 


'% 
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and;boly, and. makes no breach in the 
Church's nity ; ſuch a one hath the 
temper of a ſaber Chriſtian, and will 
do no miſchief to Religion: but when 
diſſenting about: indifferent things, 
is managed with Pride- and: Paſſion, 
Rage and Malice, tending to the ſub- 
verſion of Government and good Or- 
der.; ' Then 'tis manifeſt there is 
ſomething more in the caſe than Con- 
ſcience, and. the man is become Fatti- 
ous. When a weak ſcruple againſt 
the Sign of the Croſs, ſhall:make men 
Rebels againſt the Crown ; when 4 ſw 
per/titious abhorrence of a white Ye- 
ſtare , ſhall make us dye our ggr- 
ments in +lood; and 2 furious zeal 

inſt an Orgaz, ſhall make men call 
| for. the confuſed noile of Drums and 
ag} 7rumpets, tis manilgit they- have loſt 
46} *2e' temper of ſober Chriſtians, and 
& 
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i deſerve the..hateful name of -Redels, 
as.well as Schiſmaticks. "Tis a frange 
| deluion that hath ſeized ſome. which 
of leruple at an . innocent. 'Ceremo- 
#4 NY, Wb0 againſt all coruidtions agg 
it armies of reaſon will be eronbled, 

a Willnot underſtand; this is very bad ; 

01 but tis worſe that he ſhould think hin 
1} ſelf to be the more godly man, for being 

ani thus 


| 


[80] 
thus troubled and diſeas'd ; and that 
upon this account he ſhall fall out 


with his lawful Soveraign, calumniate 
his A&ions, reproach his Counſellors, 


abuſe his ſubjects, and quarrel with his } 


Government;and defpiſe it; this man 
nurſes his ſcruple, and inſtead of ©. 
ring a Boyl, dies of a Cancer : Otis 
like a man that hath ſtrained hs 
foot, and keeps his bes! for eaſe ; but 
by-lying /oxg there, falls into a L; 
thymie, and that bears him to hi 
rave... Thus calling themſelves ty 
doubtful diſputations, ( inſtead of pre 
Qiſing known duties), they go a 
deggiving and being deceived, to thei 
own ABendfort here , ' and .miſery 
hereafter. But I gladly ſhift the 
Scene ; intreating my diſſenting and 
fcrupulous brethren to remember, it 


is all our duties to obey and do what} 


5 commanded ; not judging ou 
Judges , but quietly ſubmitting w 
their Injunttions, who watch for o 
fouls, and muft give an account to Gul. 

t if fo--many miſchiefs and offenc! 
proceed from indifferent things, what 


ſhall we think of groſ and zufedtinu g 


evils, the miſleading ats of the vitious 
or indulgent Ruler,the Riots and Re 
pines 
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[3] 
pines of the rich, the /eud examples of 
Church-men, Parents and Maſters, do+ 
meſtick fails , the foul ſlips of the Re- 
ligious , 'the mutual ſeducements of 
men and women by ſcandalous ha- 
bits, Cum multis aliis, &tc. 

The Ruler is firſt. As Facobs 
Sheep brought torth Lambs agreein 
in colour with the pill'd rods they caf 
their eyes on; ſo many people, ei- 
ther out of a greedy hope to thrive by 
a ſervile imitation , or out of a vain 
ambitidn to follow their betters, take 
courſes of the ſame tinCture with the 
Scepters of Authority. When the 
Clock ſtrikes not in due ſeaſon, we . 
blame not the weights or movement, 
but the Clock-keeper ; and whom 
are the fails of the Vulgar aſcribed to, 
but their eminent Guides ? Let Bal- 


' tazar carouze in the hallowed boles of 


the Temple, and all the Court will 
pledge him : let Queen Yaſt; con- 
troul her husband, and all the ſcatter- 
ed Dames in the Country-provinces 
will take the Reins into their own 
hands. Why did the Heathens ſo fu- 
rioufly rage 2 who did the people imas 
gine arvain thing > The yF erat 
reſolves us, The Rulers of the __ 
. G fo0 


[82] 
took counſel together againſt the Loxd, 
and againſt his "tbh Who could 
imagine a people ſo laden with the 
favours of a gracious Meſtah, that 
ſaw their fick reſtbred, their ind in- 
lightened , their /ame walking, and 
their dumb ſpeaking; yea , their 
dead bodies brought to life ! Who 
would imagine atter theſe beneffcial 
works, they thould put him to ſo bak 
and bitter a death? Had not Herod 
and Plat,had not Annas and Cajapha, 
had not the Cliet Prieſts and thx 
Ruling Elders took counſel together 
againtt the Lord, and againſt his Anoin 
ted > Therefore, asit the guzlr of al 
this had ſtuck on the Princes and 
Rulers , the holy Pialmiſt directs hs 
advice to them onely : Be wite now 
therefore, O ye Kings, be learned y 
that are Judges of the Earth. Its 


with men as with fithes, if the head 
begins to putrity, the body cane 
worth nothing ; if the head be fid> 
what can the heart do but faint, and 
the body but /anguiſh2 If a Rule 
hearkento lyes, (lah. Solomon) all Wt 
ſervants are wicked, And, here turing 
our wae on the Romiſh and. Fadtiu 
Graxdees that have heaxkned y-or! 

and! 


left 


2ST rALEEEAEPESFH AT = 2 po 


2nd 


[53] 

and led people into mſchievons ins 
ventions : how are we bound to bleſs 
God for the »pright and moderate 
ſway , the inoffenſive and meek cars 
riage of our Royal Head, and his ſub- 
bordinate Deputies, whoſe very lives 
may as well ſilence a ſaucy Lzbeller,as 
their authority ? 

But this word gives them another 
memento: Authority hath a Sword in 
her hand; and if ſhe bear it in vain,ſin 
is heartned, and offences given. © The 
old Gyants were called Nephzilim, 
Cadentes, not as if they fell from 
Heaven,but becauſe other men atrigh- 
ted with their grim looks, were ready 
to fall down and ſwoon away. A- 
mong us, *tis rather the over-gent/e, 
than the terrible Rulers,are the right 
Nephilim, that make men fall intb a 
cuitome of finning: tor as Moſes Rod 
caſt on the ground became a Serpent, 
ſothe Rod of Fuftice that falls from the 
Magiſtrates hands for earthly reſpects, 
what does it prove but a deſtroying, 
p ar from. Serpent ? therefore is it 
good Counſel given by the Son of 
Syrac, Let no man ſeek to be a Judge, 
who 1s not able to take away iniquity, 
left at any time be fear the perſon ” 
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the mighty, and w» a ftumbltng-block 


in the way of uprig 
a Fools back 1s as Snow in Summer, 
as Rain in the time of Harveſt, not 
onely unfit for himſelf; but pernitiou 
to others : for as Summer-Snows cor: 
rupt the Fruits, and Harveſt-Shower 
rot the Corn ; ſo a weak Ruler 
the ſpoil of a Country. And though 
we may thank God that even this 
way we are better provided, yet our 
Saviours Item ( like Philip's boy] 
may ftand for a Remembrance; 
when ſi» and partiality would ge 
admiſſion, Ye Reftoribus, wo be to 
the exalted man by whom the offeme 
COmMes. 

And now if oyled Paper would be 
writ on, I could try the Rich of ths 
wopxld how prone they are to ſcatte 
Offences ; as St. Paul lays, They fal 
themſelves into divers ſnares and ten 
ptations, and bring others into thx 
ſame trap. Riches in the Hebrey 
Diale&t have a name that implis 
Stability ; they are called Fechum, s 
it they made a man to ſtand ſure: 
but it they make our ſelves ſtand, 
and others tall, what are they but w- 
righteous Mammon 2 Our Saviours 


_ Churl 
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Churl was arrayed in Purple, which 
is a bloudy colour ; and how many 
of our great mens Robes are dyed in 
the bloud and wrack, and offenſive 
{poil of their poor Neighbours ; yea, 
in the pillage of the Temples > How 
many of theſe dry Nurſes have Breaſts 
ou enough, but yield no Milk for 
the Babes of Chriſt, whoſe houſes 
ſtand like Beech-trees,onely for Beaſts 
and Drunkards to be ſheltered under ; 
or like Oaks of Baſhan ( as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks) that have nothing bur 
Acorns for a few Swine, while the 
poor and indigent are denrd fitting 
relief, and forced to rob, pilfer, and 
offend God, if not to challenge him 
of unjutl partialiry ? | 

2. *T15 another offence I take 1t in 
men of Qulity, that many of them 
are become the Patrons, of Schiſm, 
and inſtead of their true Miſtriſs, that 
heavenly and religious Wildom, that 
is both pure and peaceable, like Er- 
rant Knights in the Pores legend , 
have embraced an ugly Witch with 
her angry and Gnalkical face, the 
masked Hypocriſie of cunning Zea- 
lots ; that fuch men whom our Pu/- 
pits have ſpeed 'our for retaining 
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their old Principles of Diſobedience, 
Tumult, Schiſm, or Herefie, ſhall by 
theſe great ones be hug'd and liſtened 
to as the onely Oracles of Infallibility. 
O how they Bleſs and admire them- 
ſelves ( and are proclaimed by c- 
thers ) as the grand Sticklers of their 
Party, becauſe they have a Nonconfor- 
ming Levite to their Prieſt! Is not 
this an offence, that you that impoſe 
Laws upon us, are the fri breakers 
of them your ſelves, and think you 
do God good ſervice, while you fight 
againſt him, i diſturbing the peace of 
the Church and Kingdom 2 Cr 
ſtible matter is not more incident to 
ruine by its vicinity to the flames, 
than = inferiours are by tracing 
your ſteps. You know well, the ho- 
nour and reſpett that belongs to your 
qualities , cannot exempt you trom 
the common Obligation and Law of 
Religion ; but the greater your per- 
ſons are, the more exforcing is your 
intereſt to be religious, becauſe your 
Examples are more leading and influ- 
ential. Be not, I beſeech you, the 
Ring-leaders into Schiſm, but be Fol- 
lowers of ſolid Piety and ſincere Re- 
ligion : for this will adorn your beas 
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rings , and ennoble your Soals and 
Names in the laſting Records of Hea- 
ven. And on the contrary, wo be to 
them that adde fuel to rhe fire of 
Diſſention: Ye diviti, Wo be to the 
man by whoſe abuſed riches or honours 
the offence comes. 

3- 'Tisa great exemplary offence in 
the judgment of all the ſober and wn- 
prejudiced world, that our Nonconfor- 
ming Brethren give, in ſeparating irom 
the Church of England, becauſe in our 
publick Service we uſe Set Forms of 
Prayer : and becauſe they think 
themſelves innocent, though but for 
the advantage of, accuſing us firſt, : 5 
laying theſe ſtumbling-blocks in the 
way to Peace and Znity ; I ſhall rak- 
oft this Sanitimonious Vizer, ( mad” 
onely to ſtartle the wmwary admirers, 
that gaze on the outſide onely ) anc 
make it appear to all that are not 
guarded with the Shield and Buckle- 
of Irrationality, That they themſelves 
are the men by whom the offence 
COMEes. | 

And that I may leave them with- 
out quarrel, I ſhall make them both 
Judge and Party, and endeavour to 
convi&t or acquit them by a Jury o: 
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their own packing , and their own 
Creatures being Judges. This makes 
Religion contemptible ( faith Mr. Ba- 
xter ) when we are percerved to place 
Religion in unwarrantable Separations, 
and affefted Singularities from a true 
Church, and have no other pretence, but 
that they pray by a Book, ana we pray 
without one : Theſe are the Com- 
plaints that make our Houſes and 
Streets ring, that our Goveryours are 
Perſecutors, becauſe they would com- 
pel you to hear a man that is Confor- 
mable, and pray with ſuch as uſe the 
Liturgie , and communicate with a Pa- 
les Congregation. Theſe are the 
0 Crimes you charge on the Churches 
ſcore, and the foundation on which 
you build the Wall of Separation, and 
eſtrange your ſelves from the beſt 
Church in the world. But how you 
will anſwer this to God Almighty in 
the Great and Terrible Day, is my 
wonder and aſtoniſhment : And 
therefore entreat you to conſider 
whether theſe are ſufficient cauſes to 
make Rents and Divifions in the 
Church, and raiſe Contentions and 
Heart-burnings amongſt thoſe which 
agree 10 all rat truths. No, 
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but rather on the contrary, if you had 
( as God bethanked you have not) a 
juff cauſe to retuſe Communion with 
our Church in ſome inſtances ; yet 
you ought not therefore to proceed 
toa total Separation trom it, or tg C- 
re&t new Churches in contradiſtin&tion 
to us, or gratifie the humorous diſlikes 
of them that do, by joyning with 
them. You often call us Popiſh Pre- 
latical Prieſts; but if you will believe 
Mr. Baxter, he ſays, 7 ou are the great 
Fattors of Rome, and ©pholders of the 


Triple Crown : For ( faith he) thou- Defence of 


ſands have been drawn to Popery, 


already; and I am perſwaded that all 
the Arguments elſe in Bellarmine, and 
all other .Books, have not done ſo much 
to make Papiſts in England,as the Divi- 
ſions among our ſelves ; yea , ſome 
Profeſſors of ſtrictneſs in Religion, and 
of great eſteem for godline(s, have tur- 


ned Papiſts themſelves, when they were 


giddied and wearied with turning. 

They know but little of the world, 
who perceive not that our Differences 
are the Contrivances of the Romifh 
Cabal to ruine us: Read the Biſhop 
of Rhodes's Hiſtory of FHenry the 
by Fourth 


or 
, a . © þle of Love 
confirmed i» 7t by your Separation - . 


—__ 


[ 90] 

Fourth of France, and Campanel/a's 
Spanzſh Monarchy ; where, after a 
long diſcourſe of the intended Invas 
fion of England by the Monarchs of 
Spain and France ( incited thereto by 
the Commands and Benedi&tions of 
Rome, as well as their own Ambition) 
they eſpecially declare their judge- 
ments of the means and in{truments 
to be employ'd for the Ruine of the 
Engliſh Church in this ſort, that there 
was no better Artifice, than by caufimg 
Diviſions and Diſſentions among the 
Engliſh: And to this purpoic the 
advifed it as the onely way, to ered 
certain Schools and Academies in 
Flanders , that the Students thereof 
may diſſeminate Seeds of Diviſton: in 
Natural and Theological Sciences; 
which would diſcompoſe their Opini> 
ons, and wrſettle their Judgments: 
for ( fay they ) the Engliſh are en- 
clined to Novelties, and are no lels 
violent in defending them. And how 
conſiderable the efle@ts of this Contr: 
vance has been, their late horrid Con- 
ſpiracies againſt our gracious Xing, do 
manifeſt. And you, my diſſenting 
Brethren, of whom it may be faid, 
as Chemnitius ſpake of the Monks con: 

cerning 


[91] 
cerning Pelagianiſm, You defie the 
Heretick, and foſter the Hereſie : for 
while you ſeparate from us, you do 
no leſs than'make your ſelves Agents 
to accompliſh their deſignes, in over- 
throwing a Church you acknowleage 


to be true , and promote the Errours 
of Antichriſt. 


Many fad Examples might be pro- ©1 De. 
duced to this purpoſe ; but I delight Abrors. 
not to vex a Wound by a continued Poſticripe 
application of Corrofrves : 1 ſhall of Scandal 


therefore proceed to anſwer the main 
Obje&tions againſt the uſe of our 
Common-prayer-book ; the firſt of 
which is, 

Objef. Praying by a Set Form, 1s a 
humane invention, and ſinful, becauſe 
not-commanded in Scripture. 

Anſw. In anſwering whereof,I muſt 
invoke again the atiſtance of Mr, 
Baxter , ( for they that raiſe theſe 
Spectrums are beſt $skill'd in laying 


them : ) «If by falſe Worſhip, faith riv.id.pag. 
*« he, you mean forbidden or not com- 53-2455: 


* manded, we ( 1. e. the Presbyterians ) 
* worſhip God falſly every day , and in 
« ſome part of the matter, very oft our 
** Diſorders, C onſuftons , *Tautologies, 
* and wnfit Expreſiions are all forbid: 


* den, 


FT © 
« den, and ſo falſe Worſhip : and if 
« God prohibit it in the Liturgze, he 
«* prohibits the ſame in extemporate 
« Prayers; 1 which ſome good 
« Chriſtians are as failing as the Li 
« turgy. And as the words of the |. 1 
« Liturgie are not commanded in 
—— *« Scripture, ſo neither are the words 
« of our extemporate or ſtudied Ser- 
«* mons or Prayers. God hateth c- 
« very fm in every Prayer, but he ha- 
« teth the avoidin of Prayer and due 
«© Communion much more; and you 
« but ſtrain at Gnats and ſwallow 
« Camels, while you thus eagerly con- 
« tend tor the Shadow, and let the 
« Sibſtanee glide from you ; giving 
« us cauſe to think theſe Nicetzes are. 
« but the Bones that the Devil throws 
* amongit us to break our Teeth with, 
« and in the mean ſpace reject the whol: 
« ſome Food of our Souls. 
Open your Eyes, I beleeclt you, þ 
. and you will eaſily diſcern how you 
are impoſed on, and made the Engines 
of their Malice , who would deſtroy 
both ws and you. Methinks: I hear | , 
the Papiſts, Independents, Anabaptiſts, | S 
and Quakers , hiſſing each Party on, | U 
laying, There, there, ſa would we have 


it : 


| L 93] 
it : 'One while crying, Throw Dirt 
enough on the Swrplice, and be: ſure 
ſame will /tick ; call the figne of the 
Croſs the Mark of the Beaſt ; tear in 
pieces their Liturgze, and call it the 
Popiſh Maſs-book : Another Sett fay- 


. ing, Bate them nothing; and others, 


Stand it out , and yield to nothing ; 
with a deal more of this inſignificant 
Fargon : Who are well aſſured, that 
if there be oncea right Underſtanding, 
and conſequently a mutual Agree- 
ment betwixt the Epiſcopal and Preſ- 
byterian Parties; they muſt of neceſſi- 

dwindle into their Original No- 
thing ; or like rotten Houſes, when 
the ſubſtantial Props they lean on are 
taken away , moulter to dirt, and 
bury themſelves in their own Ruines. 
Have a care therefore you warm not 
theſe Vipers any longer in your bo- 
ſoms, by eſpouſing their Quarrels : 
for if ever they come to be {trength- 


ed with power, will turn their ſtin 
F FA 


ainſt their Nouriſhers ; as the Ir- 
ependents have done againſt you once 
already. . 
. Obje#. But the Covenant ( 2.e. the 
Scotch Covenant) (lay they) where-, 
in we have lifted up our hahds to no 
mo 
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moſt High , makes it unlawful to 
hold Communion with any that uſe 
a Liturgy. | 
Anſw. 1 ſhall again make bold with 
Mr. Baxter for this reafon, that Law- 
yers affirm,there needs no greater con- 
viction of an Offender,than the Confeſſ- 
01 of one of the Complices : His words 
in anſwer to this Objection are theſe ; 
* No man of usall hath need or ought 
« to g# to the Covenant to know 
« what is his duty in the Worſhip of 
« God, but onely to the Scriptures : 
« for if Scripture make it not a duty, 
« the Magiſtrates Law will make it a 
*« fin ; and if Scripture make it not a 
* fy, the -— —_—_ Command will 
«* make it a duty. Andin p.9. and 
þ. 88. of his Defence of the Principles 
of Love, refolves it thus: © To pre- 
« fer #0 publick Worſhip, or a worſe, 
« before the Liturgie, is deformation 
«and prophanenels : for all the refor- 
* med Churches in Chriſtendom do poll 
« feſS to hold Communion with the 
« Church of England in their Liturgie, 
« if they come amongſt us where'tis 
« uſed : Therefore it ſeems to-me to 
* be Perjury and Covenant-breaking, 
« either to prefer no publick wRne 
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« before the Ziturgie, or to refuſe Con 
« munion with the Churches that uſe it, 
« a a thing meerly on that account uns 
&« lawful. . 

Conſider further, that your Sepa- 
ration ſavours of Novelty, ( which a- 
mong the Wiſe and Holy, without a- 
ny turther aggravation, renders it 
fcandalous ) and our practice cor- 
reſponds with Antiquity, whoſe cu-. 
ſtom in the firſt and pureſt times was, 
to pray by Forms : Nay, the Antients 
pronounc'd it a fi to do otherwiſe in 
their publick Devetions. And though 
F urge not their Practices and Opi- 
nions, as Principles of infallible ve- 
rity, to command your belief ; yet I 
hope you will admit them as grounds 
of credibility, to facilitate your af- 
lent, being handed to us by thoſe 
that cannot be. imagined not to know, 
being ſo ear ; nor be ſuſpected to com- 
bine flalfly to impoſe on us, being ſo 


pious. And if you want an Exam- 


ple, take it from the Diſciples; who 
out of a ſenſe of their own wgnts, be- 
{pake their Maſter, thus : Teach us to 

pray, as Fohn taught his Diſciples. 
I beſeech you therefore, conſider 
in. time, what you are doing: for if 
Mr. 


[96] 
Mr.. Baxter prophecies right, he tells 
you, That Separating will at laſt ruine 
the ſeparate Churches themſelves : for 
no inſtance can be gFven (faith he) of 


a ſeparate Church of a hundred years | 
ſtanding. To conclude, the ſame Au» | 


thor faith, The Proteſtant Religion muſt 
be kept up by the means of the Pariſh» 
Miniſters, and by the Doftrine and 
Worſhip then performed ; and they that 
*hink and endeavour that which is con- 
trary to this, of what fide ſoever, ſhall 
have the hearty thanks and concurrence 
of the Papiſts. O that now, my dif 
ſenting Brethren, you would be per- 
ſwaded to lay aſide all prejudice and 
partiality, ſelf-ends and intereſts, and, 
follow the things that make for peace : 
Suffer your Reaſons to awake; put-on 
| Modeſty, be clothed with Humility, 
and«call no men, or decent Cuſtom, 
Popiſh or Antichriſtian,- till you are 
aſſured by an infallible ſigne it is fo ; 


leſt you be found fighters againſt God, \| 


and ſlanderers of your Brethren : Be 
not raſhcenſurers, but judge righteous 
jud = leſt you abuſe the truth it 
ſelf, and call the Spouſe of Chriſt an 

Farlot. 
The Church of England is wo 
ac'd, 
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| fac, hath no Zol5 to obſcure, no ſpi« 


fitual Cheat with which' tb delude 
you ; for the repreſenting of which, 
we ſhould ſtand: either in' need 'of 
darkneſs, or a falſe _— : we have no- 
thing in our public 7 ſion which' 
the wiſef# men, the moſt pious: Chri- 
ſtians, may hot praftice; nothing in 
our Faith which they ought fot! PA 
faftly to believe. Te is onely'want of 
Enquiry, and a ſober Exarfination , 
that the purity of our Churches Do- 
frine is not more generally embra- 
ted ; "tis becauſe the calmneſs and ſo- 
briety of its Devotion, the moderation 
of its Diſcipline, the largeneſs of its 
Charity, are not more impartially en- 
quired into, that men miſtake us, 
divide frorh our Communion, trouble 
the world with their impertiment noiſe 
ard clamour, and adminiſter matter 
of offtnte to miany thouſands in Eng- 


land, who are hardened into an utter 


negle& of Godlineſs by the unwar- 
tantable Singalarities, and the ſcanda- 
lous fins, eſpecially of thoſe Profeſſors 
that have been moſt addited to finful 
Separations ; without receiving occa 
fon, or giving a reaſon for it. 

And ta conelude; I am afraid my 

H 2 
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all choſe Scrupcs that have: been ur» 
ged-to vindicate a Separatzer fr 
our Communion, will be found too light 
at the day of the Lord,to counterpoile, 
the vaſt gult of Schiſm and Difobs- 
dience. Could 'you make it appear 
that your Salvation was in the leaſt 
hazarded by Communion with us; if 
you could not have Peace, but upon 
thoſe ill terms of parting with 77h 
and Zolizef; could you demonſtrate 
that ip avy thing we are departed.from 
the-zrue Church, your Separation was 
warran : bur ſince 'tis evident 
our Church hath preſerved intire tha 
Faith which was once delivered to the 
Saints, without any /ofs or innovation ;. 
ſince all the Laws and Rules of boy 
and Chriſtian life, are by our Chur 
taught ; ſince men may conform toall 
the Conſtitutions of our Church, and 
yet be as holy as the befF of Sainty in 
atly Age of the world ; ſince theres 
nothing herein commanded, that ever 
God did forbid; and ſince all this.we 
are able to prove by the cleareſt De- 
monſtrations, it muſt neceſſarily fob 
low, incur a Wo that call goed 
evil, and light darkneſs. | 

4 'Tis 00 leſs a hainous offexce allo 
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to ſeparate from a true Church, un- 

der a pretence that notoriouſly 

Members are received into Communion 
with it. This is to ſtrain at a Grat, 
and ſwallow a Spider ; and to preyent 
an imaginary guilt of Pollution by 0- 
thers, mcar a real guilt of Sch in 
themſelves. And though by di 
cing with Zſumility and Charity, th 
magnifie themſelves, and Zraxd thoſe 
they ſeparate from, with the diſgrace- 
ful Epithets of «godly and profane, 
and with the Whore in the Proverbs, 
wipe their mouths , and fay, rhey have 
done no harm ; yer in the judgment 
of St. Pal, the fin of Separation is fo, 
dangerouſly infeftious , that the per- 
ſons guilry of 'it are to. be ſet in the 
fr# rate of Offenders, and to be ux- 
ned bs ſoon as deſcried: Mark them 
that cauſe Diviſions aud Offences, con- Rom. 16. 
trary to the Dottrine you have learned, be — 
zvoid them. Diviſions are the Zx- giligenter, 
teffigences that put the Orbs of Of- quit ho- 
fences into motion, and are the pri ol 

e+fion of the Church; which 6- yerls. Bhi 

therwiſe . is rarely endamaged : for ® 
whilſt it is avited, Satan Is not ad- 
mirted, nor Scandals ſtarted ; which 
makes the Apoſtle in another place fo 

FEY H 2 paſlio- 
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paſſionately reſent the injury offered 
to the Church by Diviſions, that he 
wiſhes they were cut off that trouble 
it, by unſetling and removing its Vo- 
taries from their firſt Station. 

And you will have no cauſe to 
think this a ſevere proceſs, ſince there 
is more, miſchief © threatned to the 
Church of God, and Jeff hopes of reco- 
wery ina Separatiſt, than a more no- 
rified oo : A debauch'd man, 

if difcreetly reprehended, will #»ſþ 

and tremble at his Miſcarriage ; but 

an Ableptick Sebiſm-Maſter will dif- 

dain, inſult, and ſpurn at him, that 

by a modeſt Reproof would turn him 

"from the errour of his way ; ; beſides, a 
SeQ-maker diſturbs the peace of the 

_ Church, tears its 7»zty, and paves a 

— Cauſey to deſtrution, whilſt the other | ® 
onely perverts hipſelf, and diſquiets | * 

but his own Conſcience. But. adnut 

ſome of the Members of our Church | 

were as bad as they would render | 

| them, it makes no Pa/izado for their | © 
Calvin in* Conventicle : for as long as the Church | * 
t-23-35 Tojourneth on Earth, bad men. will be | 7% 
mixed with the good ; and they de- | *? 

ſerve a ſharp reprehenfion (in the 0 | **: 

Pinion of Mr.Calvin) chat rumultueuſly | F'* 

4s , depart 


Brecuils Ince 
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7 Re [ror] . | | 
depart from the Church, or ly unſeaſe- 
Ae {der endeavour to - xs 
z. Ard Chriſt Jeſus in propounding 
this Parable '( faith the fame Author ) 
would #ridle and moderate their Zeal 


who think it w#/awful to have Com- 


munion with none but pare Angels ; 
and they that prepoſterouſly make 
ltaſte to root ont all that diſpleaſeth - 
them, 'do as much as in them is, pre- 

vent Chrifts Judgment, and uſurp the 
Angels Office. © | 4c 


ol 


r. Perkins tells us, that faults in Expo. on 
the manners of Profeſſors, 15 no warragt S* «4, 
for our Separation : for tho vices (faith Amplified 
he) appear in the Irves of Miniſters 2 Gal-1-2 


and People ; ſo long as true Religion is 
taught, and the Sacraments ducly ad- 
miniſtred, it is a Church, and we may 
not depart from it. 

Mr. Hilderſham makes it is DoQtri- 
nal Obſervation upon the fourth of 


St. Fohx 2:2. That thoſe Aſſemblies that Leture 
enjoy the Word and Doftrine of Satva- _— 


tion, Though t have many cor- 
ruptions + hex; Per & be acknowledged 
the true Churches of God, and ſack as 


yu of the faithful may make ſeparation 
om 


I am almoſt aſſured, they would 
H 3 think 


Fr02} 
think it livele leſs than Sacriledge, not 
Ne Ta non babe thees and 
whether it be not an-offexce for thoſe 
of a ſecond Edition to make their 
praflices claſh with theſe alomed Do- 


HEE 


ve me leave ke 
fo or Presb to ſe Same Joon 
the Church of ow own cele 
brated Teachers 


Our bleſſed Saviour aſed not to 
communicate with+ the Twelve , 
he knew one of them was a De» 
vi; nay, he lived and died in Con- 
muxion with the Church, though 
'rwas y corrupted ; and 
was ſo indulgent ande graciouſly appli 
cable to ſinners, that the 
call'd him a Companion and. Friead 
of Publicans and Sinners. 

One reaſon ws A Chriſt would be 
baptized among common ſort, 's 
rendred by Re to be, that he 
might convince the World he wasno 
Friend to 2hoſe aharwy that Se 
men from the means of 
A Ea. ; — the colour of 
their preſent” unworthineſs : for he 
came wot to call the righteous, but fit- 

wers 
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epentance. It" is the works, 
a—_ workers of darknefy, t 


SDIITES 


oRe rpg he 
it: had no 


Firſt caft out the beam that is in your 
own eye, and they you may ſet clearer to 
take” the mate out of your trothers 


eye. 


H 4 Give 


| yy ah 
_ Giv me leave, L pray. you, , out 
Jove - Yee: Soxls and the hav 
ith you : ' for 
ae not fatter you, by 


8. 4 37 
1M of | . 
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: Ur OR. 
FE Toms AY 
F 85. t Que; you, afe nok 


be, . yet Poe” Jar not. diſdain thoſe 
that axe but of wood. and:tore, AS Ut 
ny 2 Societies. ”Tis one of 
ns Pripci ples,” that _ they 
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[105] 
ſtagger with: one-wrong, "they muſt” 
——_—_ caſt:down with more ; which! 


'OU M ake your praftice, if you endea- 
— ' uniting with us, to ward. 


| off that blow-that”from the hand vE- 


wich your! better Metnbers (if you' 
have any fuch )- that. we '\may be” 

reby enabled to mend whar is amiſs, 
and blef nyo nmmar; wen Pome 
wen to > dn. 


ag the O an uy Fo Fatthon + 


Alm to en- 
And Tech God Almighty bo ex- 


on of all ourOffences;that ws ay 
Aſſemblies may be more ſober and de 
wout, and that your ſe _—_ Churches 
he more gulf, humble , and chati- 

; that weamnay al ſtudy to preſerve 
yy of the Spirit. 'im"the bond of * 
Peace, all minding the ſame thing ; avid 
that there may be no Divifions amlongft 
us, but that with one mind and one 
mouth we m retry ther living God; 
that his GR 4 our Sins 
purged, all our - Souls aved, and avoid 
that wo that belongs to them that cauſe 
Diviſions and Offences. Ve RI 
0 


(r66) 
Wo be to them that ſeparate 


try 

.better edploy'&on-the [ s day at 
home, is a moſt injurious ant feands- 
lous offences. ds cheek 
te jcalaufie > are you than ho; 
that you uſurp.« priv of doing 
onely what 12 i your own eyes, itt 
<ppoGrion an @all-wiſe commandy 
af-a Deity? Many 
done wickedly ; but this in pride and 
ceeds them all. Wo be 
to ow thatrandhcs; in the want of « 


ſpixitual Guide to corroÞ his wander- 


ing, end dire his feet- in- the- 
paths. . For ſo pernicious is ary 
eurioſfity tobe wiſer than our 
* baurs and Feacbers, that it forces ne 
upon! dangerous precipices to. 
deſtruction: - in their 
Station with a meek preyas trig 
dence, in 2 plain and welkordered 
Devation., would have made thery 
better men, if not more know 
Chriſtians. 'Fo decline offences, to 
be carcful and conſcientious " = 
evera 


+=. 44 © TI x 


3/is have. 


BR. Gen SIonT ” ET ee FF 4 Xx *' 


do ſo, - lrhngg by y ſeparating from our 
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[107] 
ſeveral ations,” is 2 purity that every 


man ought to ſtrive after ; but ta 
cheat the world into a belief that we 


ble iniquity. Yeu 
Shank yo bt A a tl but 
Le d predteper ga at 
us, an tempe it, 
you for un your on 
arr Ce eC[umpi 108 
yer avs to - alide. the ow 
of Self-love, you — find you, 
ood in;greateſt need of them. 
0hjed, "But, ſay they, we can better 
employ our time at howe, and read 
good and Zetter Sermons than 
our Miniſters can make. And-in 


Brethren, s a 


| theſe /udied Excuſes, take themſelves 


to be no. leſs zealous, but onely more 
diſcreet than their Brethren, who do 
got the like ;; when jars wy pd 
guilty. of fall and -wic. of 
folly, in aicribing as great a 
our private; Devotions ( w 
their verzxe, and have no ol of 
4 , done in oppofities to 
God's publick Worthip ) as the uni- 
ted Oriſons of religiouſly diſpoſed 
perſons in Gods Houſe of Prayer: 
And of wickedveſs, in offering Geo 
ladge 


% 


 [roFJ | 
ledge for Sacrifice, robbing God of one 
duty, and paying him with another ; 
with-holding the greater , and yet 
would feeni conſcientious in the ef, 


Whilſt thus contemning the Preceprs 


of Heaven , and the Communzon 
Saints, in doing their own Will, they 
loſe the benefit of both: Who hath re- 
gaired theſe things at your hand > 
eligion is riot a thing left to the ar- 
bitrary fancies of men, to cull out 
from ' that diverfity with which the 
World abounds, what beſt pleaſes 
themſelves ; neither are the ways and 
mediums of the exerciſe of it, put in- 
to'their power ; but as God is the Ob- 
jdt of Worſhip, ſo the means and max- 
ner by which, and how he is honoured, 


and his Servants benefited, muſt be 


circumſtantiated by himſelf ; hx Will, 
and not oxrs, muft be the ſole and ad- 
equate Rule. All Ordinances do net 
work neceſſarily, as the Sun enlightens 
the fable Skies; nor phyficaly, 'as has 
ving an i#herent power to produce 
their effeRs : but they are operative 
by the ſacredyeſs of their Inſtitution. 
Be wiſe then, O Chriſtians, in main» 
taining a vexerable eſteerm of our 
Ehyrchedevotions , where God by f6- 


lems 


Ol 
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lenn Prayer is invoked , the Ward. 


preached, and the Sacraments rightly 


and reverendly adminiſired ; being as 
Babes for hunger and thirſt after them, 
though not tor knowledge and un- 
derſtanding iri them. 'Tis a no leſs 
common than dreadful obſervation, that 
thoſe that leave the Church- Aſſemblies, 
do at laſt bid adieu to Religzes alſo: 
Which that we may prevent, 'tis ex- 
pedient we forſake not the aſſembling of 


our ſelves together, as the manner of 


ſome is, but account it a ſpecial favour 


from Ged, when we may congregate 
our ſelves freely to worſhip the God of 
our Fathers, And that our obedience 
may keep pace with the mercy, let 
us provoke one another to .the dif. 
charge of this duty, ſaying, Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the houſe of the God of Facab, to pr 
before the Lord, and with praiſes -- - 
his Namt glorious. But alas,we mi 
rather expeCt the removal of this Bleſ- 
fing, than the continuance thereof, 
tor our exceeding faultinefs and neght 
yn God hath given a long and 
Ppy reſt to the Land of our Nativi- 
ty, with advantages of giving our at« 
tendance at the poſts of the doors $tm 


[tro]. 
Fords himfe : We'are not driven, like 
the Primitive Chriſtians, of whom the 
world was not worrhy , to aſſemble by 
ſiealrh in 'Dens and Caves of the 
Farth, being perſecuted, afflifted, and 
etl f but the | Gates of the 
Lords Houſe have been open to us, 
and we have or might have had free 
acceſs tv bis Altars. White other Na- 
tions have heard the terrible noiſe of 
Canmmy, and-the diſmal effefts of War 
atd Blowds/hed, the ſhreeks of Widows 
_ hans, we have _ _ _— 
us to the F7ouſe of G 

and de adoty of Pſalms, and 
Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs. We read 
in Atsg. 31. that the Churches had 

through all Fadea ; and what uſe 
did they make thereof > Did 
grow careleſs and wanton, kick 
the Breaſts that gave them ſuck, = 
fpurn at thoſe XAneces 'whereon they 
were dandied > Did they contemm Or- 
dinances, flight the Sacraments, rhrow 


contempt pon Dyer and dep 


bo pode Aire they loſe 
ect pen go per: 


twrifies which gave them fot 

their increaſe in Holirtfs? No, they 
nereedified, -and walked tn the fear of 
the Lord,and were multiplied. Oh 
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Awho have had i// d 
En 
rt (#) 
— willing and real Converts. 
St. Auguſtin in a proud humour of 
ing, entred the Church of St. 4m- 
broſe, departed with a broken and 
ing heart: And who can tell 
but God may work as a 
on you, if 'You w y the 
means that God hath ited, and 
fo great Salvation ? 
Let us at liſt, with the ſhrill Cock, 
not onely awake others, but clap our 
own ſides. A rang Prieft is the fall 
of many, and Fe —_— It 
wasa lameatable m Prophets 
eye, that the very foes of the Santhe 
3 v "What 


V< 


[112] 
What doth embolden ſin more > what 
doth occaſion-more ſpiritual falls an 
the fox! Example of a Church-man': 
who is heavenly in his Pulpit onely, 
but our of it given to all exceſs of 
riot. Oh how barbaroaſly and cru- 
elly do they wound the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus , that preach it to the 
World, yet live as if they intended to 
go to Heaven ſome other way than 
that which they teach their Auditors ! 
Nay, how is it poſſible his diſcourſes 
againſt ſin, and of Heaven and Hell, 
ſhould prevail to the amendment of 0 
thers , who hath no care of his own 
Soul 2 for the love men have to their 
Vices, with alittle helpfrom the De- 
vil , will cafily perſwade them the 
whole is f4itrous, or clic that Heaven 


, may be obtained, and Hell eſcaped, 


upon eaſier terms than the Prieſt 
tells them. - How odious is the name 
of ſome. old Heretick thar hath fill'd 
the Church with Garboils and Blaſ 
phemy ? yet a crafty Heretick, in St. 
Bernard's account , hurts leſs thang 
teud Miniſter : for Hereticks poyſon 
prot Church but ar Words, with 

y Tenents, and airy Speculations, 
which vulgar heads ner not NM 


- 
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but each ſhallow Ideot will ſpy a 4/- 
order in our lives; and ſooner follow 
our Yices, than maintain our Opini- 
ons. Divines may not think tocarry 
it as ſome more wittily than truly 
fay Phyfitians do, to have the Sun ſee | 
their good deeds, and the grave ab- 
ſcond their failures. No, my - bre- 
thren,in the very walls of your houſes 
holes will be dig'd (as'in the Prophe- 
cy of Ezekiel) to ſpy out yout ſecret a- 
bominations ; we cannot erre , but 
with , the Snail, 'we leave our ſlimy 
filth to publick view ; and what 
need we wonder , that our Melſoges 
miſcarry, and that the following tlock 
are tumbling down, when their She 

berd is walking on the edge of Rocks / 
The River Nzlus, as Ariſe: tells us, 
hath a marvellous Stone in it, which 
if ground to powder, and givento a 
dog in ſome proper Vehicle, he will 
never be able to ſpend his mouth. 
Beloved, that harſh and auſtere life, as 


.it were the Stone of Nile, if we ſoften 


F in liquor and voluptuous cou 
we quite loſe the vigor of our 
ing voice, the authority of our' hdly 
Embaſſie! What' do 'we, ſweating in 
Pulpits, if we love'and pratiſe the 
| Vices 


[98] 
Yices we dedaim againſt! Divinity 
isa'ſtrange kind"of Phyfick,” that &- 
#e&s' no Cure unleſs the Phyſicias 
take 'it as'well as the Patient. Who 


pulls a'drowning man out 'of' a deep. 


fiream with/'s 'dry hand ?\' Foaſh his 
-Arrow is then prevalent;' when the 
Prophets Arm is ' joyned 't0- it.” A 
merry Souldier" ſtruck a bird dead, 
From which his Cotnrades expedted 
an'Augury ; ſaying, 'Zow ſhouldYheſe 
filly creatures dirett others, that can 
wot ſecure themſehijts Who goes to 
a Barber tor-his bread, or to a Viftual 
4er-for'his cloth > and'who'will &rc 
hope-to receive direftion for Hol- 
nek6-from them, in whom "there is 
\nothing to be ſeen but Vice? We 
often complain, and it may be juſtly 
enough, 'of prevailing FaCtion 4 
amongſt us ; but Iam ſure nothing fo 
\mmch promotes their intereſt, as the 
Jownlious lrves of forme that exerciſe 
rhe Miniſterial Furition among us 
The: late'incomparable Biſhop,” 


Sermon FH Taylor, tells tis, If we live Hoy, 


Une! Dodrine-will be true, and that 
bn wh ag : h = IOW 
per {Scandaloufly, every itt 
S of U 


. 
y 


tick Wwill>put -us -to*Thome,| 
4 and 
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nf 
it abuſe oar' Flocks;”)gnd feed them 


_ with Colocynths and Hemlock' ; .and: 


place Herelie in tle Chair oppointed: 
for | our Religion. '*Tis an'errour Þ 
know, a fond and preciſe errour;'to 
think: the Power of Gods Word, 'or 
the benefit of the" Sacrament; ſhould 
be tied to the hohneſs of $i that mi» 
niftereth. The Charch''if the' Cam 


ticles. is a Garden of Nuts” and if the Cn 6. 11 


Law of God that is planted here, be a 
Nut, we may. ſafely'eat the Kerneh, 
though it comefrom'z ſlovens' hand. 
Bur truly i were'to be wiſhed,-that ... 
as' the beadtiful- Heavensiabove: our 
heads, are infinitely raisd fromicarth, 
moſt different and *6ppoſite” to-her 
Centre 3 ſo the Meſengers.of Heaven 
wereas far remov'd tronethe-bafe-and 
ſinful cuſtomes'of this 'corrapr'World, 
that inſtead of fefreſhing”-Fountains, 
they were not” Whirlpools tor draw 
into danger ſuelvas are aboyt- thenh : 
For as the Zoy ant Elm, forthe People 
and Paſtor grow —_— : The peopls, 
faith Jeremy, take 

reaſon is added inthe nexÞwards: The 
Prophet ' and 'Prieft are:profant mes. 
Thitefore St: Paud cone, it: would 


"tsk thiore than an'ordinarycate; that Rom-12.17 
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[116] - 
it would be a point of high prudence | 
in us, to be honeſt men, not onely in | fe 
the fight God, but in the eyes of the. | fl 
World allo. Even Kings and Empe- C 
rours have :refaſed to quench their oy 
extreme//thirſt with offered Water, | /#- 
when'itheir, Armies: had none: they. | ©, 
would not give an example of Intem- im 
perance : Why then do they that are | /# 
' Sacred to God, offer themſelves up to | fr 
ſwiniſh exceſſes, with the hazard offo | 2 | 
many/Sou/s > The Whale eſpying her | ft 


young ones at a low water, left in | Tt 
' na;, dangerof thealmoſt-dry ſhore, ſpouts 7h, 


ſuch abundance of water apon them, | * 
that they ican ſwim away in'that ar. ſte 
rificial Tide. © -Did we truly regur Wit 
the-welfare of the Servants of Chrif | Oh 
"Jeſus," we would part with our Ly G 
quor,' to: ſave their Souls ; we would fe 
abandon our delights, we would caff | 
out | a drunken humour, to bring No! 
them again into the right way : J ] 
"this 'we may learn' from the India oy 
Ocotochlus, that having obtained his | Y9OL 
Prey by a great noiſe, invites other| X © 
beaſts to feed on it; and when they | 77e 
are fated, feeds on the" reſt, that the| /filic 
poyſon wherewith he abounds, might], 
- not injure his meſ-mates by feedu al 
5 wit 
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[127] | 
with them. What a ſhame is this 
tous men ! to us conſecrated Prieſts} 
that will abſtain from none- of our 
Caps, from none of -our Carouſes; 
F6m none of our vain delights, how 
andalous, how infeCtin ſoever:- 
Few tarrmdg: I can :om- 
gen unto us of the Clergy, who are 


a hill, for Is 
ELD peoples Scorn and tar arr 

a x toy Privacy, and. Retiredneſs'; at 

feaſt a careful choice of our Company. 

Je''s on 'in' Leviticus x4. 36. 

That the Priefts" of God niaff ot come 

170" a polluted houſe.” They: that ars 


| finget®' 6 hens of "our lives, 


ris obſerved Laaroe 


opera At was 2 Place: of Art 
and}'a$ Dyuthmaris tals us, was 
Hilich' haunited for that purpoſe, even 
by the Grandees' of Rome:-? 'People 


] Te prone*to take of2uce'that'Churdh- 


I 3 men 


/ 


[502] 
met {ould hare in (thoſe; pleaſures, 
or haunt thoſe places, which yet the 
ſelyes will freely. enjoy, . Thedamned 
Churk thought he 4auſl be.a man, oh 


quother: wort; that elder bus | 


brethren, How ſhall$quldicrs W 
their,engigg, it thor, wee 
ot alpof 2; Row, ſhell HAR —_ 
hurhanecarmwprigns, jt 
frombbem ante Pas/ wiſed 


i bis bro 


81, ſhall, fot  ſepaxgie 
leyd ayd. dehauched, Societies, 

rage a, -1a{ferF,, ot it, opt 
hodermanyey ig Wal, Sub To 
0bt = Pre'S Eg, for le gets 


Jhorts@nd dams, 4 

"Hex Gal Fe 

(Praying 8nY! WFOP QI 
ing; 152 kv C:. 
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[103] 
it.: it would bec ys better to re« - 


tire, and, pray ard weep for publick | 
offences :| not to lie as tumbling-blocks, 
and pull Gods anger upon us; but 


| to. ſtand in the.gap, and turn away his 


wrathful: [od ignation.; This were the 
way. to be held in greater account,.Iif 
we were. leſs ſeen ; to.be more conſpi- 
cuous,..if we were more hidden ;'if 
like the Halcyon birds,. we. came not 
out. but to. calm a-tempeſtuous,: Sea; 


to remove. troubles; and to bring 
5g to the vexed Canſcience. Woe 


9: them:that gad ahroad on confer] 
_ -Even-to rr e- ſtirs, 


cauſe of Ve Sacerdati, _ 
to the.C mang by whoſe irregus 
be ma comes. ..- 

je camplyance with, the humors 
of F ous, people, agaialt the. pre- 
ſcribed Orde: of Holy , Church, is.a- 
nother afferice iniClergy-men; and, too 


many fach fall bretbren yh are a- 
mongſt us. I ſpeak this to their 
ſhame, who like Ari/tofles firſt mat- 
ter, are. capable of, any form wow 


profit. hall ſtamp+.upon them, and 


will beany thing, -but what they ought 

zo be; for in declaiming ogginttab 

their meaning is not to have them 
I 4 redreſled, 


[120] . 

redrefſed, but by diſgracing the pre- 
ſent poſture of things, to makea way 
for their own exploded Diſcipline ;*1t 


being a certain Rule, that he which - 


perſwades) a multitude that things 
are not as they ought to be, ſhall'ne- 
ver- want Rewards, nor Auditors ; 
becauſe under this fair and plauſible 
colour, whatſoever they utter paſſeth 
for good and currant : Theſe ate the 
ſeeming friends that do more hurt to 
the Church of Bains than her pro- 
feſſed enemies :, For open force is not 
ſo dangerous, as cloſe difſimulation. 
In which reſpe& it may be truly faid 
ofour Church; what is ſpoken of the 
Eagle in the Greek Apologue, im 3 
tigw imo inp”, that (died with' the 
ter horrour, becauſe ſhe received 

2er mortal Wound, with a Dart which 
was winged with a Feather of her own 
kind. Theſe ſerve not the Lord Je 
fus Chrift, but their own belly, who 
creep to the Altar to devour the 
"Church's Morſels, whilſt privately 
they cry, Down with it, down withit, 
even to the ground. And though by 
Subſcription they have given us an 
- flurance of their Submiſſion, yet by 
conforming with a grudging conſcience, 
out 
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out of neceſſity, and not with a rea 
artÞ + do Tu undermine the 9 
ches Impoſitions,than the Nonconfor- 
miſts themſelves. They were\unhap- 


py iti their Education, and (to prove 
they are like glaf, which oncPeing 
crack'd, - does ever remain crazd an 

unſound) do continue. obſtinate and 
incorrigible, in their ing obnut» 
tiations: and accordingly when they 
are called to execute the Miniſterial 
Fun&ion', if they may do it fafely, 
and without cenſure , *tis ordinary 
without-any remorſe, to the t 
ſeandal of poor people, and the Fard- 
ning them in their Errours, upon all 
occaſions, to negleCt the Confiztutions 
of the Church: as for inſtance, if 
a zealous and rich Male-content deſires 


the Baptiſm of his Child may not be 


accompanied with the Sign of the Crofs, 
it ſhall, ro pleaſe this Opinioniſt, be 
cenſured asa Romnnſh uſe, and omitted 
accordingly ; though the Incumbent 
is ſenſible, that very a& renders him 


 Perjured in the wilful breach of his 


Oath of Canonical Obedience. If a 
ſick perſon intreats the Prayers of 
the Congregation, the Office of the 
Church tor that purpoſe ſhall be ne- 

glected 


[326] | 


glefted inthe Desk, to ſhew. bow. far 
the Mimick c: can, Np the aagt an 
preſcription i in temporary, aþ1 

ties.in the Pulpit,5- And. becayſe the 


cotninon, Devotions of: the; nh | 


. preceds Sermon, t ey 
i ſept burryed —_ that. 
e. people \may $47 perceive the 
Heteroclite; performs = not. .as 
Prayers, but.as, an impoſed .?Task, 
ar which he maur 14 ke , as 
= the ſlights which our Fermogen Or- 


miſts uſe, to ſecure the g 00d Pen 
of the Factious ,. and .to 


their Zealous brethren with t 
of Rigja Conformiſts, who but. conlcio- 
ly perform what they apprehend 
their Duty, _ This gives us 
to.complain;with the Prophet, 
that.. 7 e Leaders Fi people, cauſe 
them, to:erre,. and, ve to barply 
rebuked, that they may, be ſound Th the. 
i lr not ole to. & fro wit. hevery 
Weg 0 Y peplays oblimation. For though 
;pplaud, themſelves with. rhe 
pl title of moderate Men, they are 
_ pew: t EogEngliſh, the Peſt and 
Bane Church whoſe ambodex- 
try 26x76 hou not to the ſtrength- 
xg, of the Edifice, but to the Lol 
/hing of the Fabrick But 
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. But. did, got St. Paul exhort men q4;e#.: 
to: Moderation, by. his palin "* 
when he became all things to all, men, 
that he might: gain ſome 5 © 
-:\The ſum ,of theſe words, lo often Anſw. 


anderroniouſ]y Foveht tojuſtifie this 
PO wfarious principle, unpoFts no more 
an this, that he denyed Hite" 
the uſe, of his liberty, to gain thoſe 
that . were. not acquainted with the 
extent of it ; pl gy with all forts 
of men in that way,which hethought 


: 


pa probable to.conyert them to 
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| | that he 
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their mind 3, an 
their miſtakes nn 
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will 0 

At,all;:. this My 
4 [paſtle ;; for 
Miniſters, and” 
: Yate py, 
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of your” Chuſciences" But for time' to 
come approve. your ſelves faithful, by 
employing Fen beſt diligence to in- 
form the judgment of others, (eſpecis 


4-- ally thoſe thr ſeen th have your 


Perſons ing. admiration) concerning 
the Nature 'and Uſe sf thoſe things 
they oppoſe with ſo much fury ; and 
not humour them in their petulant 
diſlikes, and pernicjous errours; nor 
ſuffer them to continue therein with- 
out y your”? rebukes, either publick, of 
private, as; Yrudence ſhall dire&; 3 
Loy occaſion: 

this 'will " be.a -- ie fo pace te 


God you, have a the''Con- 


ed, and your 
om you have 
Ds of ae who iani, woe to 


fin you have g 3 the' Chih 


hv % 


the partial'Conformilt, by whole'fin- 

s ful iance hs "Afeice being ale 

| Ther be little ones in the Farnil 
to0.; LR ones "is, a literal \Ten Fea, 
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of an Offence. What an offence was it 
in Noahs Family,to fe the old man fo 
drown'd in his exceſs! How is Cham 
heightned with ſcorn and deriſion, 
Shem and Faphet defected with ſhame 
and, grief, at the. ill example of their 
aged Father}! | 

As water follows the track of your 
fingers end, ſo -young children with 
the leaſt word: or deed, are drawn 


away : 1 ſpeak that which T have ſee. John 9.36 


with my Father, and you do that which 
you have ſeen with your father, faith our 
bleſſed Saviour. How ready are chil- 
dren todo that which ay done b 
their Parents | [Beware therefore, 
you that have attained this Reverend 
Name, that you.let not your children 
ſee you do or ſpeak, that which they 
cannot do or ſpeak after. you, but 
they muſt ſin. you! 
The moſt powerful motive to ſin, 
and that which maketh, a; forcible 
entry into the, Soul, . is Vice armed 
with the authority of a Parent ; be ir 
Lying, Swearing, Drinking, 'or Gz- 
ming, that-uſugl; though dangerous 
Sport, which doth not ſo much re- 
create, as infe&t-them with all ill cu- 
ſtomes, of lying, and couzenage, and 
the like abominations Many 


YN [x10]- 

*Many times, onthe other hand; 
Parents corrupt their <hildren with- 
roo much” 3#dulgence 'and  mildnels 
towards them, never finding in their 
hearts to chaſtize them, upon a foo- 
liſh' conceit; they 'are too near - our 
bloods to be controuled, What!' do 
not vernjne, and other ſaperfluities 
proceed from our own bodies, yet 
. being hayſome are caſt forth? How 
ſhall Amatect be chafed away, if the 


Rod of Moſes be not lifted up 2 How | 


ſhall growing corruptions. be rooted 
out, when” Diſcipline and due cor- 
mon are faid alky 7 it was this 
unged "King David in ' world of 
Tm: kering one of his Sons, 
he felt the Toſs of two : : Had Amor 
been chid by his Father, "he had not 
perhaps been 'murthered by his Bro- 
ther. _ Yet fo far are many from ob- 
ſerving thieſe things, that they rather 

cheriſh rHirs in their faults, hearih 

their lend 'words with applauſe an 
ſmiling, as the tokens of a pregnant 
Nature z=Which'fond z»dulgence.as it is 
ſtilf pernitiaus to EN We 
ing ther minds and bodfs into all 
kind of Euxtary, ſoit proveth many 
timesno'fefsdifaftrous unto wh 
who 
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” might 'grow-t 
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who "are 'commodly - m 
with thoſe whom-they 
wantonly : Then feeling the fad ery 


of 'Syracides his Obſervation, Cocker —_ 39. 


hy cl nd ell ele the fl 

with him and he will bring thee to 
Aedoineſs' He that will let his chil- 
dren. alone till they have vejmas rams 
Animun econfilio i: ratione 'firmatum, 
a fixed"and' ſetled judgment, ſhall 
find evil habits ſo fixt and permanent, 
that good counſel will be too caſic 2 
remedy. 

'Tis' another offence in poitit f 
Nurture, that they who- would” 
lay- the Fruit of their Orchards on'a 
dank floor where it would rot and 
putrifie, will yet ſuffer the Fruit” of 
their Loyns to be depraved and corru- 
pted 'in had company, which is the 
plague &r bane of all Goodneſs ; whofe 
poyſonous leaven more” infetteth, 
and ſinketh deeper into the foul, than 
all theprecepts of Virtue and Godli- 
neſs'-can do'on the contrary : Such 
Parents-are- like-the* Efrich that 1 ” 
hardned againſt her young ones; who 
provide Ht for "their Filaren'” the 
ſincere Milk o b the Waordl, that "they 

reby :: But from the 
time 


Wy - 


: 
: 
: 
' 
: 
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time of their being waſht in the Laver 
of Regeneration,take no more care,but 
ae forthwith to ſuch luſts & 
converſations, as are much more wild 


* Lam.4.3-and ſavage than thoſe beaſts * in the 
Job.3914- c hrs. 


ifon; to which they cannot 
chooſe but be a prey. They ftrive 
indeed (as the mg term is), to 
educate them intowen betimes ; that 
is,, make them comverfible and bold: 
and ſince for that they muſt engage 
" them into frequent company, where 
they ſeeand hear mens follies,that I fay 


ao worſe,by that means they come to | 


have: their underſtandings ſtored 
with nothing but the modes and ſins 
of Converſation ; filled with froth 
and mud, for want of religious prin- 
ciples being inſtill'd and wrought in- 
to their minds before theſe evil days 
Came On. 

'Tis another offence in point of 
Nurture, that young ones for durt 
| reſpeCts.are forced to a courſe of li 
Either in the Church or Kingdome, 
which they-neither affe&, nor are fit 
for. A_ man would think the maid 
that let in St. Peter to a warm Hall, 
and a good, fire in a cold: night, had 
done hum an high curtefie,. but it me 
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proved a manifeſt injury : for that 
very maid drew him firſt to the foul 
fio which he ſhortly after commit- 
ted, So men think they have fairly 
acquitted themſelves in Offices of 
loye and care, if they can bring up 
a child to be a Scholar. Nay, the 
violence of ſome rigorous Pedant 
(who, I verily think, is as deep in our 
Saviours wo, as any other) ſhall rhake 
him one whether he will or no : and 
now an Advowſon is bought for him, 
the maid hath opened the door : world- 
ly policy -and cavetouſneſs hath 
brought the youngſter into the high 
Prieſts Hall to the fire-fide ; but how 
oft doth ſin and_ offences follow ! 
tas Scholar perhaps hath neither 
ody nor brain fit for his FunCtion\ 
and then like cruel Palamedes, you 
haye but laid your chuld before 21yſes 
Plough to be run over; or like 
our Lords Tempter, you have but. 
led him up to the Pinacle of the Tem- 
þle to get a fall. This might have been 
bs if you. had gone to work 
ike the old Spartans; they would feel 
the palms of a mans hand, whether 
they were hard. or ſoft”, 'whether he 
were like to be a painful man, 'ere 
they 


ns 


* Gent. 
Calling. 
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they would chooſe him into a pub- 
lick Office. We ſhould do as much 
in the tryal of Wits and [nclinations, 
ere” we mark out a little one for his 
profeſſion : for many times the King- 
dom is robbed of a good artificer, and 
the Church over-charg'd with a bad 
Miniſter. =— 

In Heads of Families 'tis an of- 
fence that there is no more care took 
of a Servants Soul: the Maſter 


Family, as if they, were 'to be the 
badges and cognizances to witneſs 
whom they belonged to; as i 
they thought it a diſparagement to 
their qualities, to go to Hell without 


21 honourable Retinue. Hence dif- | 
orders and drunkengeſs are winked at, 
as if they made for .the Maſters cre- 


dit ; as if Bounty could not be ſeen 


| but ini a Deluge, or Hoſpitality ſtood 


in ſtaggering; that many of them 
are wholly kept with Kitchin drudg- 
ery, or wordly employment,from the 
ſervice of God. 72 patri, Ye patri 
familids,Y x laftartibus ! woe be th 
that give ſuck, if they bring up their 
babes no better ; woe to the Parent, 
to the good man of the houſe , b 


who 


GW 


P In” his Vices upon his whole | 


_—_— 
whoſe ill example ' or: fooſe Goverts 
ment the offence comes. - OV 

There are offences we fee in the 
fails of Superiours , there are offer- 
ces too in zhe fails of the religions. As 
pilfererg regard not empry Cottages, 
but prey and break into'tich houſes 
to rob and ſpoil ; ſo 'that” cunni 
tempter beſtirs himſelf moſt to rifle 
fuch hearts as are richly franght with 
the graces of God : and-many times 


his\ defire is attained; for through 


thoſe relicks of torruption that ſtil] 
tefide in the beſt of ns, we are too 
prone to ſtumble into the paths of Gf, 
Certainly, Religion it ſelf. getterh a 
blot in the fall —_— man ; how is © 


| the Namte of the Lord blaſphemed , 


when the man after his own heart is 
found an Adulterer > let him there: 
fore thas thimks he ftands ſure, let him 
that profeſſes the Name of Chriſt with 
zeal and ardour, /et him take heed 
leſt be fa} ; leſt the prophane Phili= 
tins reyce,and uncircumcifed hearts 


| krrumph over goodneſs it felf, im the 


fall of her zealous Votary:' - \.\. 
None ſo much detriment Religi- 
on, as thoſe that profeſs a believing in 
Chriſt, bur int their converſations de- 
K 2 ny 


what is this, but to a& the Heathen | 
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the Loxd that bought them... Now 


the. Honourable name of a 


Chriſtian, and offend more heinouſly 


for being inveſted. with that Sacred 
Title 2 as the higher our Prerogative 
is, ſo much the greater is Gur fault. 
The very Religion we profels , is an 
aggravation to our ſins ; he that knows 
his Maſters will , and ſquares not his 
lite accordingly , does, but load his 
Soul with the greater guilt and more 
intolerable puniſhment. . There may 


be. ſome. excuſe for ignorance , but | 


the contemptuous and wilful ſins of 
profeſſors , will not-obtain an eaſig 
pardon ;*. to him that knoweth to 

ood, and doth it not ,” to him it 1s fin, 
With what. face can we look up and 
call our felves by Chriſts Name, who 
are ſhamefully upbraided . by the 
praftice of a Pericles, Socrates,and 4: 
riſtides, who are accounted Heathens 
and Barbarous 2 what : prodigies of 
baſenels do we Chriſtians = our 
ſelves, upon the account of our ſca- 
dalous prattices , whoſe holy Religion 
laies undiſpenſible obligations upon 
its followers, only to think upon and 


to do whatſoever things are honeſt 
what= 
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whatſoever things are juſt , whatſoever 
are of good report : and it is heartily 
to be wiſhed , that men would not 
pride themſelves in'the mi/?aken ſigns 
of Grace , and think their condition 
good , only becauſe they have per- 
twaded themſelves to believe ſo ; but 


would endeavour to be true and real 


Chriſtians,that the Name of God and 
Religion be not evil ſpoken of for 
their miſcarriages. 

Laſtly, Men and Women offend 


; oneanother , by that wanton garb of 


Apparel they have taken up. Light 
Weeds hw are em. ber 2 
ſlender fault, but why ſhould not 
our Pulpits arraigrt that which Eſai- 
ahs did 2 how doth that noble Pro- 
phet lift up his voice like a trumpet, 
proclaiming an heavy woe to thoſe 
that draw iniquity with cords of vani- 
ty > To ſteal a ſilken ſtring were no 
great Robbery ; but how if a rowe 
of Diamonds hung upon it 2 - how if 
on theſe things we count but light 
and vain toyes, monſtrous iniquities 
do depend ? Pride and haughtineſs, 
oppreſſion and envy,fcandal and luſt, 
what goodly Patrimonies do they 
not exhauſt 2 what works of mercy 

K 3 do 
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do they: not-devour ? - what honeſt 


'eyesdothey not offend? what hearts 
dothey not batter 2 O God, what do 
we mean to indanger'one another } 
why do we kindle the flawe of Luſt 
in anothers baſorne 2 ſhould our own 
hearts be innocent, yet we draw ſuf. 
itionand envy upon our ſelves. Our 
bleſſed Saviour would have us wiſe 
& Serpents, and *tis a piece of the Sere 
pents wiſdom, that coming abroad to 
drink, he leaves his poyſon at home, 
leſt other Creatures periſh by his ins 
fection;that drink at the ſame Spring, 
Let us, my brethren, be thus wiſe; 
does any infeftious evil relide in our 
Souls, any poyſop of Aſps lurk uns 
der our tongues. any foul enormity 
appear in our lives, any wwjuſt violewce 
defile our hands, any ſcandalous Weeds 
hang on our backs ; either ſpit yout 
poylon out, or ſo ſmother it, that it 
hurt none but thy ſelf: Was not 
young Jacob, faith St. Ambroſe , even 
then an happy man, when he was 
turned out to the wide world , "when 
he was fain to forſake his Countrey, 
and Friends, ' and his Fathers houſe! 
how happy a Voyage did that forlorn 
wandrrer nake , that thus ſaved hus 
x P own 
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own life , and his Brothers innocen- 
cy ? get thee gone,O man, get thee 
gone trom thy brothers ſight, if there 
be ought in thee that offendeth his eye, 
or woundeth his Soul ; and that for thy 
brothers ſake, for thy Saviours ſake, 
for thy own ſake. 

Firſt, for thy Brothers fake : for by - 
thine offenſive carriage thy weak Bro- 1Cor.8.10. 
ther periſheth. Methinks every word 
is a new enforcement ; offend him 
not, for he is thy Brother ; offend him 
not,becauſe he i weak; offtend him not, 
becauſe he periſheth by it. The Jews 
that ſought our Saviours life , would 
be thought Abrahams Children; but 
Chriſt tetcheth their Pedegree from 
Hell ; they are of their father the De- Joh. 8. 44: 
vil, who was a Murtherer from the be- 
gining. How was the Devil a Murthe- 
rer? he came not with a Sword or 
Poniard at his ſide , but whiſpered a 
wicked word, and killed us all: he 
killed our bodies, he killed our Souls 
too,when our fore-fathers were tempt- 
ed to ſin. Now if thoſe that ſought 
the bodily death of our Saviour,were 
in this the brats of that murderous 
Feind, how can we think better of 
them that ſeek the deſtruction of 

| RK 4 Souls, 
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Souls ; fince it was of the Soul too 
that the Devil was a Murtherer from 
the beginning 2 By killing a man,thou 
doſt but rob lim of that Breath 
which is common to him with other 
Creatures ; but by leading him jnto 
a vicious courſe. , thou ſtrippeſt his 


Soul of that life of Grace, which the 


Angels of Heaven are more happy 
in than in their natural being: mur- 
ther the Body, and thou takeſt- but 
his Soul from it ; but miſlead his Soul, 
and thou takeſt away his God. 

2. As for thy brothers fake, fo 
for thy Saviours ſake too, take heed of 
offences , leſt thy weak Brother pe- 


riſh for whom Chriſt dyed. - Conſt 


der, O Man, faith holy Bernard, if 
the Son of God gave up his pretious 
Blood to redeem the Souls of men,do 
not they perſecute him worſe , who 
rob him of his purchaſed Souls, than 
the Fews'did , who ſhed his pretious 
Blood ? 'tis one of the Law's of God, 
that if a ſtack of Corn, or Corn-field, 
had been burnt up , he that kindleg 
the fire was to make amends for the 
loſs. For a whole year the poor Huſ- 
bandman had took pains for that ho- 
edi creaſe ; but it was not one,nor 
' | two 
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tvo, nor three, but thirty three years 
tozzether, that the Son of God labou- 
re] hard to get a crop of Souls into 
his Garner : what fearful Agonies 
did he go through | what a 4loody 
ſweat bedewed his face, that theſe 
fruits might proſper and grow ! and 
rather than go without this fruit , he 
would give his life for it: every - 
Chriſtian Soul is (as it were) a ſheaf 
of this harveſt , which after ſo many 
toylſome endeavours of that careful 
Husbandman to bring it to maturity, 
if thou ſhalt now ſcorch ang burn up, 
by mi{-leading a man firſt into the 
crooked paths of ſin, and at laſt 
plunge him into the unquenchable 
flames of Hell ;, hath not the Lord 
of the Harveſt Reaſon to look theſe 
conſumed ſheaves, this ſpoyled crop, 
this waſtful detriment ſhould be 
made good > and how this reſtituti- 
on ſhould be made, God Almighty 
hath direQed in another caſe : If a Exod. 2. 
man dig or open a pit , and an Ox or an 33 
Aſs fall therein , the owner of the pit 
ſhall reftore the price of the beaſt. By 
drawing thy brother to ſin, thou haſt 
opened a bottomleſs pit , in which his 
»oul is eyerlaſtingly plunged : and 


ſince 


[138] 
fince thou canſt not reſtore that peri- 
ſhed Soul , thou muſt be accountable 
to God for the price of it ; and what 
was the price of thy Brothers Soul , 
but the pretious blood of the Son of 
God? let me intreat you therefore to 
conſider intime, that it is no petty 
driblet , no trifling arrearage thou 
runneſt into, but it 1s thoſe izvalugble 
drops of thy Saviours Blood thou art 
now guilty of : and with what pay- 
ment can'ſt thou wipe out ſuch a 
{core ! why, if there Le none elfe, it 
muſt be ſuch a recompence as the 
Moſaical Law exatted, a life for a life, 
an eye for aneye, a tooth for a tooth, a 
Burning for a burning , 4 wound for a 
mc Haſt thow been an helper of 
thy Brothers deſtruCtion a Soul muſt 
go for a Soul.,a burning for a burning; 
rhou that naſt brought his Soul with- 
in the reach of thoſe endleſs torments, 
canſt look for no lefs to be the portion 
of thine inheritance, than to be caſt ir- 
recoverably into the mercilefs and 
deyouring flames of Gods everlaſting 
diſpleaſure. | 
3. For thy own fake, giveno of- 
fence : for as Moſes. loads him with 
fcartul curſes, . that ſhall remove the 
| . bounds 
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bounds of his. Neighbours land; (o the 
Law of God ho fenc'd in the Souls 
of men; and he that makes them 
common , which that Divine rule 
had incloſed , ſtands liable ro the {e- 
ven curſes of the Son of God , woe 
he to that man; and thus we find it 
of old : for as they that intend to 


deſtroy any devouring beaſts of prey, 


can do it no better way than by kil- 
ling thoſe that are great with young; 
ſo Almighty God hath always took 
vengeance on the Parents and Au» 
thors of fin, that he might root out 
the young cubs in their Dams belly. 
When the Fews were conſulting 
what to do with him that gathered 
ſticks on their Sabbath-day, Gods O- 
racle inſtrudted them to ſtone him ta 
death , becauſe (as Theodoret ſtates it, 
though the fault in it ſelf were a light 


one) he was the firſt that offended in 


this kind : the firſt man that violated 
that Sacred Law,& in his mif-leadin 

at, as in the Womb of a ſhe-Wolt, 
the future tranſgreſſions of others lay 


' bleeding. For this cauſe, when that 


vile Traytor Judas had hang'd him- 
ſelf, his bowels guſh'd ont on the ground, 
becauſe he was the frſ# man that laid 


wicked 
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wicked-hands on the bedy of Chriſt. 
Now when that bloody Wolf had 
devoured the conſecrated ſop , me- 
thinks all thoſe indigeſted Gobbets 
unworthy receivers take in, were now 
contained in his belly ; God therefore 
provides that belly ſhould be pre- 
ſently ript up, and thoſe bowels guſh 


out, that theſe horrible profanations, . 


even in their Dams belly , might re- 
ceive their Deaths wound. The Ser- 
pent, faith Chryſoſtom , was puniſh'd 
worſe than the woman , the woman 
worſe than the man ; 1ſabe! that de- 
vis'd the miſchief, worſe than Ahab 
that - took away the vineyard : fo 


thou that art the moving cauſe of a-. 


nothers-deſtruf&tion, muſt look for an 
heavier torment than thoſe thou haſt 
ſeduced : the people of God were 
plagued for ſinning with the Daugh- 
ters of Midian, but the Midianite 
was worſe plagued for laying thoſe 
ec"; SIR before ths people of 


What a ſpotted Chronicle attends 
that Son-of Nebat, Feroboam, he that 
ſet up . his glittering Calves to keep 
the people trom the Temple of God ! 
_ this ſcandalous affront was fo taken to 
heart, 
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heart, that almoſt in every page-it is 
complain'd of: whenſoever the flips of 
other Princes fall into mention, Fero- 
beam is cry'd out of as the ring-leader; 
Feroboam the Son of Nebat that made 
Iſrael i». So hateful to God was the 
offenſive Idolatry of this man , that 
even long before he rejected the 
Tribe Feroboam came of, he choſe 


not the Tribe of Ephraim(as the Palm PlW-75.67. 


ſpeaks) and 7heodoret venters to tell 
you why , Becauſe it was of tlys 
Tribe _—_— deſcended, who 
pluck'd away Ten Tribes from the 
Worſhip of God.Even in this life the 
plagues of God meet with ſcanda- 
lous ſins, a blemiſh'd name, outward 
miſhaps, and the fierce ſting of an 
accuſing Conſcience. But our Savi- 
qurs woe implies more,the laſting tor- 
ments of another world ; and therefore 
heſays, *twere better a milſtone - was 
xap. ap about thy neck, and thou caſt in- 
to the.Sea, than theſe oftences were 
given; for that Maſly piece could 
only ſink thy body to the Seas bot- 
tom , but leud and offenſive courſes 
will at laſt drown both Body and 
Soul too in the Sulphurous lake of 
Hell-fire. | 

Now 


KL C F. [x 42] 

© _ - *Now to keep off the blurs of fol 
mg offences, or the woes of offences 
already come, I adviſe men to three 
things; Reſtitution,Circimſpettion, Mor- 
tification. 

x. Firſt, in caſe of offences already 
given, Iadviſe Reſtitution, For can 
we think Almighty God takes more 
care of our Silver, than of our Souls? 


' -no! one Soul is of more value with 


him , than the wealth of the whole 
world : if then he will have Zacheus 
reſtore that baſe Metal that was un- 
juſtly taken away , how much'more 
doth he look ſome amends ſhould be 
made for a pretious, for an immortal 
Soul > have thy publick aberrations 
given the world an offence ? let thy 
Roy amendment proclaim thee to 

a-new man. Asthole Eaſtern Sages 
while they ſtay'd with Herod;loſt the 
ſight of the Star, but when they left 
Hered met with it again : fo if thon 
haſt loſt the ſplendor of thy good 
name, by wallowing in a known fin, 
recover it again by torſaking thy vis 
tious courſes. Haſt thou drawn men 
by thy leud ſuggeſtions? draw them 


to God by thy good Counſels; if | 


that fail, by thy tervent prayer : Y 
: | $. 
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the ſame parties thou canſt not reces. + / 
ver, bring in others inſtead of them ; 
as, if thou haſt borrowed ſo many 
Crowns and couldſt not repay the ve- 
ry pieces, it 1s enough it thou re- 
turn an equivalent ſum. But thou 
wilt fay, It lies not in my power to 
do this, I ſhall but get mocks, and do 
no good. Let not that obſtruCt thy 
holy endeavours; for whether they 
turn or no, thou ſhalt be no looſer ; 
the God of Heaven is a gratious pay- 
maſter ; and as the hired labourer 
that hath digged in the garden , or 
held the plow, hath not his payment 
deferred till the flowers blowe,or har- 
veſt appear , but is immediately dif- 
charged , though thoſe proſper not ; 
ſo it thou work in the vineyard of 
God by thy good Counſels, and ho- 
bl examples, whether the fruit be an- 
werable to thy pains, or not, thou 
ſhalt be ſure of thy reward in heaven. 
2.; Since theſe things are thus,ſince 
every ſtumbling-block' we lay in our 
brothers way , doth bur kindle our 
flame higher in the next world ; whar 
manner of perſons ought we to'be ! how 
holy and ſpotleſs in our converſe! 
how ſtri& and cautelous in our lives , 
like 


[144] 


Ezek. x. like 'thoſe nimble Creatures in Ezekiel 


.what a ſort of . Eyes had'we need have on 
all ſides ? how importunarely ſhould we 
invoke God, to order our ſteps aright, that 
we burt not our feet againſt the ſtones ! to 
kcep the dore of our mouth, that we of- 
fend not with our tongues and the win- 
dows of our eyes , that they gaze not on 


forbidden objects 3 to manacle our hands, 


from violence and oppreſſion, and reftrain 
our feet from revenge ! how diligently 
ſhould we all watch,leſt we center our ſelves 
and draw others with us into temptation ? 

3. But if offences will come in ſpight of 
our circumſpection , our Saviours Counſel 
may. help all z dobut cut off theſe offend- 
ing parts with . the keen razor of a ſaber 
mortification, and thou art ſafe 3, whether it 
be a wanton eye, or a griping. fiſt, or a foot 
too ſwift in the purſuit of a bloody revenge; 
whether it be a licentious tongue , or a 
quathng Weazand , or the lap wb, a ſcanda- 
Jous weed, '-whatſoever irregular luſt it be 
that lareth aſtumbling block, an occaſion to 
fall in thy brothers way ,, do but pare them 
away with - the dreadful remembrance of 
their imminent woe, lelt the offending 


part being now ſpar'd, thy whole body be | 


afterward caſt into Hell. - " 

Noty to "God the Father ,, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, be'aſeribed all honour and glory," world 
without end. Argeri. wn ens An IR 
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-Eighthly,: And may we net renk 


thoſe in the Lift of Yocat: IS». 


from whole «ſavoury Jeſts, laſciviows 
Songs, and ſcurrilonus Pens ; balls. of 
Wildefire are caſt abroad tg -infleme 


_ others ; whaſe Bills,like tame. Ducks, 


are ever dabling in_ſtinking mud ? 
How is our twneful Melody ſcandaliz'd 
with debauch'd Airs;the harmleſs recre- 
ative Inſtruments of Mufick \, trans- 
form'd into the Engines of Miſchief, 
our entertainments fly-blown with and 
looſe and abuſive Catches'l hope none 
—_— hey 9 it ro —_ I con- 
Je-all under Offexces that. muſical 
recreate themſetves, and delight -* a 
nds for God's people may be werry 
within the limits: of filial duty.: 'tis 
the abuſe onely that I declaim againſt, 
who am of 4ri/tippes's mind : | 


. Ju libri Patris Sacrs, , , + 
Mens que fudica eft neſciet corrumpitr- 


But theſe. empty ſounds vaniſh jpto 
Air, and reech but to few; we-have 
foand a way, with the publication of 
obfene P ampblets, 19 make cur offew- 
ces Eternal, and are beceameiniverisl 
Bauds to the whole world. Capid'is 

bis 7 Crown'd 
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Crown'd a Lawreat, and that unchaſt 
licenſe which hath been expung'd and 
hiff dat in Heathen Poets,is hug'd and 
applauded in Chriſtian. The Jews 
havea faying, that when Scurrility is | 
heard without, the door rots; the 
door! nay, the Audience rather ; for 
rotten communication i the quickeFt cor- 
rupter of good Manners. 

Can we. think Almighty God be» 
ſtow'd our breath on us to no other 
purpoſe, but to blaft his Image ? Can 
we think our Creator intended us for 
nothing elſe, but to be the Devils bel- 
lows Qh wotul merriment, that af- 
flits our God, and grieves his Spirit 
and holy Angels, to make ſport for 
the Devi and his infernal Crew | Let 
no evil commnication, faith the holy 
Apoſtle, proceed from you mouth; and 
preſently adds, Grieve not the Spirit of 
God. Go now, unhappy drots, and 
thiok to delight your ford admirers 
with an obſcene Feſt : but remember, 
that truly Religious hearts aregriey'd; 
nay, the Spirit of God is griev'd with 
thoſe that thus hazzard their ſouls, to 
purchaſe the 'reputation of Facetious 
Blateroons. . Hath Chriſt pronounc'd 
weeping and woe to them that Zaugh 
mo "ue 


now ? 
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av : How then can they think to. 
eſcape, that. d9' not only admiz, bur * 
cauſe and further this vain and frolick 
excels, 1 latmenrable and heedleſs- 
folly !-to kindle a wanton delight in 
{ome looſe heart, to feed: a hiferoieus 
ear, and make our company merry, 
we bring on our fouls a ſorrowfal woe." 
Ve turpiloqui , woe to the ſcurrilous 

Tongue by whom the offence comes. 
Ninthly, Derifion and *Mockage 1s 
the laſt offence T ſhall arraign in the 
Tongue: For, O fooliſh Galatians, who 
hath bewitched you ! faith the choſen 
Veſſel. As the grumbled Charm of a 
Witch, ſome think will ſtrike dead a 
little child, fo the goodneſs of a weak 
Chriſtian, with every breath of derifi- 
on 1s almoſt blaſted. How little a 
thing ſtaies a"boat on the river, and 
ſtarties a horſe by the way-ſide ! no © 
teſs eaſily are we deter'd in 4 courſe of 
Goodneſs. Some frail diſordered man 
inth the ſymptomes of a growing 
Cure port his Soul, has mew'd off his 
fick teathers, and now begins to ſtartle 
zr his former exceſs; to forbear his 
brain-ſhaking Cups, and hell-imvented 
Oaths; has tv'd up his Tongue to the 
zood beraviour, and impeſed on his 
4 Con- 
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Converfation. 'the, ſtrift . Rules, - of 
Religion, :,/ and , now. the : fleering 
drunkards-make Songs .upon | him ; 
the. ſcorns. and taunts .,.of , his old 
Mates lie in his way, . and he falls a- 
gain uypon 'the ſame j rack, of afſexce. 
Another 15 mildly diſposd,) and would 
. Wink .at a, wrong, but .hot-ſpars arc 
hiſſing. his. p/i/Lanimzty ; (2 ſhaHl be 
mark'r qut.tor a Coward and Milk-fap, 
that daxes. no. in-up..the.,guilt of: a 
ſpontan2gus Murder, to ren ſome 
beaſtly;, humgur... Should, a fort of 
poor Chriſtians ber redeemdl from th 
Turkiſf Gallyes, what would we think 
of him that _ſnould , egdegvour to” be- 
tray them again to their old ſervis 
tudes 2,152 toul /4o/edtram the power 
of. Sin and Sataz, What 2 horrid villany 
is it to, enſnare it ag2in into, that-Cap- 
truity!,; Wholoever, hee, tat thus 
nips ths buddings: ot. Grace, like the 
cruel Eqyptians, he docs but {range | 
the Hebrew: Babes that God would 
have preſeryed ; anc ke Tyrannous 
Herod,:ppt,Chriſt yogeath, when he 
1s firſt concezed and born in 2 regency 
Tate heart, : But. the moſt, degeyer 
ſortiof-/coffers, and, dregs EY, 
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ride our hopes of another Life, as the 
Phantaſms of a melancholy Prie#F, or 
the Politick ſtratagems of ſome cun- 
ning Stateſmen,to keep people in awe. 
We are caſt into the very Dog-daies 
of Atheiſm and Ungodlinels, and live 
among thoſe which ſcoff at ſuch things 
that are moſt Sacred and to be trem- 
Ned at. Oh the frequent darings of 
Divine Vengeance, that continually 
pon our ears, and wounds our 

arts ! and thoſe vented in ſach 
direful expreſſions, that the moſt deeply 
damned in hell could never be guilty of 
worſer. Wonder not if this be the 
Cordolizyn of all that are religiouſly 
ſenſible in the land, if it puts them 
into the weeping Prophets 7liaca 
paſſio, My bowels, my bowels, I am pain'd 
at the very heart; for 'tis enough to 
raiſe a paroxyſm of grief and 9% hs 
tion in the holy Apoſtle, and make 
the hearts of good men firk and dye in 
them, to ſee how prodigzouſſy leud and 
impudent men are grown. Yea, 
thoſe dull fauls who ate infipid and 
dreggy onall other arguments, are by 
the Devils, and the Leviathays help, 
grown eloquent in abufing God and 
Religion , to magnifie their 'abus'd 
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| '. bag. 
Corpuſcularean Philoſophy. 1z2 
Tor them of a yd and th 
laugh aloud at your folly, who are: 
tame and ch;1difh to believe what you 
ever ſaw ; and pitty your ignorance, 
tor being deluded by the men in black, 
| into the melancholy thoughts of - Relis 
£ion. Democritus and' Epicurus are 
polite Authors, and-in better credit 
with ſuch; than Moſes, St. Fohn, or: Sr. 
Paul and Hobfs borrowed Hy pothefis, 
than the facred Volumes 'of the Q 
and New 'Teftament.' | : © 


Quis fando temperet 2 lachrimis þ 


They can ſolve the Phazomens of 
Nature, without the allowance of a 
Deity ; atid derive the warlds Origi- 
tral from 'a Fortaitous” concourſe of 
Atomes. Thus theſe imperious 4 
thetftical Diftators, boaft themſebves 
the only men of Learning and Diſcye» 
tion ; {ſhgmatizing all othery, as igno- 
rant Roſticks, andilliterate Buffoort's, 
that have nothing of geverofity," who 
dare not ſet their mouths againſt. 
Hel; and defic the Aythority*' of 
theit Mulr.  Nowroblant the edge 
of this//eafſiny Wit, whietrboaſts of to 

a caſe 
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eaſic a Yiflory over deſpiſed Chriſtiani» 
ty; Pray conſider, that their' onely 
argument is taken:from Senſe, unleſs 
they enforce them with Qathy, the 
uſual Graces and Ornaments , and 
the only © proof they have for. ſuch 
wild diſcourſes; and are to be pitied and 
pray'd for, but not diſputed with, leſt 
we ſpread the contagion, having to do 
with ſuch as had rather looſe Heaves, 
than live ſoberly ; and have\no- other 
reaſon why the fay there is no God, 
but becauſe 'twould be wall for them 
there was none. *Tis a ſtrange de- 
luſron that hath infatuated thele al- 
ſurd Animals, that they dare ſport 
with the flames of Hell, in-ſcofhing at 
God and Goodneſs, and the fame mo- 
ment flartle at their own; Shadow, 
frighted with. the noiſe of 7h«nder, 
and are as fearful of being alone in 
the might, -as other vermine are of 


light and company. 
O quam multos daminos habet, qui unUN 
z0u habet ! Brf +; 4 


Every ſurprizing accident shares them 
trom their ' Principles ; there. being 
nathing more eyident, than that the 

| | "_ greateſt 
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greateſt; Atheiſt is alwaies the moſt 
notorious. Coward, - Thus we read 
of Antiochus, whea he enjoyed the 
conſtant ſeries of a ſmiling fortune, 
boaſted: himſelf Superiour to God hims 
ſelf; but when the inconltant Goddeſs 
withdrew . her Beams, and appear'd 
unto him under a cloud ot Troubles, 
he chang'd his note 4 tor having: re- 
ceived a fall out of his Chariot, and 
his infolency curb'd by an immediats 
blow from Heaven, he could ay 
then, as too many of our Atheiſts do 
upon-the aſſault of a dz/eaſe, and the 
fears of death (Pray,God it be not then 
too late) | 


Tuſtura eſt hominem mortalem ſubditum 
effe Deo. 


It is meet \and requiſite for, mortal. mey 
to be ſubjett to the immortal:God. Tell 
me, I pray. you, that pretend to be ſo 
great kl of Reaſon, whether 'tis 
not:more- agreeable to the principles 
of right-Realon, to believe a God, than 
deny it;..if fo, then. give over (ye 
men of ſenſe) thaſe ſordid extravagan- 
cies, that render you Clowns to Hea» 
yen, | Burlesk no more upon God, 


nor 
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nor caſt diſgrace upon the - holy and 
bleſſed T| —_ For if frail man com- 
pacted of infirmities is ſo jealous of his 
Honour, that (by the commands of 
Hell) he thinks himſelf oblig'd to del 
him that ſtains it ; How will God 
Almighty be jealous in taking ven- 
geance againſt ſuch as blaſpheme his 
Godhead, negle& their own Sabvation, 
and chooſe- rather to venture their 
whole Happineſs in gratifying their 
corruptions, than provide for their 
own Safety by examining their 
oundleſs ſurmiſes > And you that have 

\ hom learned Chrift, be mtreated to 

ſhun the Society of ſuch ſcofing A4- 
theifts, who would laxgh you into e- 
ternal mourning, and mock you from 
the exerciſe ot Piety, till the Devil 
claim you by Preſcription. By no 


em or device hath the Devil fo 
much diſheartned from Religion, 2nd 


- afflifled men for it, as by Scoffers, who 
- make themſelves the main promoters 
of his Canſe , and advaricers of his 
- Kingdom : by''no methods hath: the 
Devil more | inftrufted thoſe that 
would be bad, and diſcouraged others 
from being good, than by theſe” ac- 
 'rofed inftruments of Cruelty. When 
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the Jews could not withſtand the rmi- 
raculous coming of the Meſſias any 
other way, they took ſhelter in 4 
taunting proverb, Can any good come 
out of Nazareth > When rhe convins 
cing power of Miracles had proclaim'd 
his Divinity, and the Works that Chrift 
did had declar'd he was the Son of God, 
they had no way to prevent believing 
on htm, but 7s wot this the Carpenters 
Son 2 Thus alſo fates it with Relrgion, 
that they who have their minds e/fram- 
ed from it, from thence take an occa- 
Fon to ſcorn and deride it. But if no- 
thing elſe can perſwade'you to rife out 
of the Chair of Peſtilence; See the ex- 
amples. of Gods Tullyments uport Scor- 
mers : Iſhmael mocking [/aac,was banj- 
ſhed the pleaſant 1and, and expoſed as 
a prey to forreigners : 'Michal mock- 
ing David for dancing before the Ark, 
was puniſhed with the ſorrow & ſhame 
of barremeſs. Machivel that mock- 
ing Atheiſt, dyed in the priſon of Fo- 
rence ; and Thulian that made Chriftia- 
nity a derifion, expired m a moſt hide- 
ous and crael manner. Nothing is 
more juft and equitable, than for the 
impudent in ſir,to be dafheaout of cows 
tenance, and to be beaten with their 
| own 
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own Weapons ; tor the 'Lord ſcorneth 
the ſcorners, and will mock at their 
Calamitics when they come, who 
mock'd at God. before they was in- 
flicted : take heed theretore 1you «of- 
end none of God's little ones, thoſe that 
beg to tafF (wetneſs in the Word 
Ged, and the'promiles of the, wor/d to 
come; but rather ſtrengthen the weak 
hands,and the feeble kneces,and cncou» 
rageall men in the way of Goodnefs. 
But. Changelings ſometimes paſs for 
the Bates of Chriſt, and while Iam 


pleading tor the Righteows,l, would not «- 


patronize a counterfeit in the ways of 
malice and diſobedience, in the ways 
_of guilt and difſimulation, (which ma- 
ny now take tor the ſtreight paths. of 


_.Chriſt).. I think-we do well to ſtop 


_ your courlegand to deride your devi- 
ation: . but far be it from usto retard 
yawin the ways of Feſus, the good old 

_ way. wherein.,you may find life for your 

.Seuls ;, the ways that are. ſtrewed 

__with-Love, Peace, Meekneſs, and FHu- 


. mility ;, wo be unto us if weicall you | 


.not.(as we do daily) to walk therein : 
. bur if any by. precept, or exapyple, put 
" you from. the purſuit :of theſe. real 
"Graces. He deidents, was be ta that 

man, 


i 
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min, by whoſe deriding Tongue the of * 
fence tomes. } VIRGO | eb41/479 
The next member that upon ar- 
gnment will be found guilty of 
wes, is the Eye ; a part of the body" 
endued with ſo much excellexcy, and * 
withal ſo much in4quity, that T know 
not whether it may more invite-your” ' 
admiration or your ſorrow ;' for when - 
the heart corrupts the'eye, and *the- 
eye" betraies the heart , it ſtairs its 
own glory, by agreeing with the mind” 
in he Grviee of Taku ; it renders! 
the eye an egregious offender : for if 
with a greedy aſpe&t ' it looks upon 
food, withour charging the ſtomach, 
'tis guilty of Gluttony ; if on a woman 
to lufF after her,tis guilty of Adultery; 
if it beholds riches with covetous de- 
ſires,it hath committed Robbery; if on 
anothers good, with an eye of evil, it 
commits the ſin of Exvy; which is the 
meaning of our Saviours reprehenſi- 
on, Is thine eye evil, becauſe mine i 
good? But as if the vice of the husbanid 
men were transformed into a virrae; 
finfaltman is continually revrving 18, if 
repining that- his fefow Tabonyeran thi 
vineyard that. came'in late, ''{hould 
recave equal wages With himſelf, _ 
3GEC ike 
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like Ceſar and Pompey can endure no 
— ſecond to rival him in his 
victorious Arran Fo ay 3 # is 
that Envy 1s called the gre neſs of 
the Soel, that feeding upon cinders, or 
rubbiſh, contraQs the ſtature, impallids 
the. body to. a befick leawneſs, and 
through default of the liver, ſpots the 
face with gutta Roſacea, as the effigies 
of the man by whom the offence comes. 

| This is he that cannot endure the abi- 
lities of any, ſhould be admitted com- 
petitors with his feeble acquirements ; 
thinks illuſtrious merits an upbraiding 
his own defefts, and that he is lighted 
into envy by the ſplendour of his ri- 
vals virtues,againit whom he hath no 
other quarrel,than what the Africars 
have againſt the Sun, 2rit fulgore ſuo ; 
or what one had againſt Demoſthenes's 
candle, onely becauſe it food in hu 
light.. This fin of Exvy.renders men 
more vitious than devils; for we no- 
where read, that they envy one ano- 
ther : - Beſides, their malice ariſeth 
from the want of that good which | 
they have loſt, and theſe envy that 
good which another hath found. And 
now thr the ſuggeſtions of Ma» 
lice , the ſinner wracks himſelf with 

fealouſies 
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jealouſies and ſurmiſes, to perſwade 
himfelf each Candidate.is his Y 


that be hath a greater ſhare in 
love of the Pour and this puts 
him upon baſe ayd rngenerons employ- 
mouts., tO ſatisfie 'an unreaſonable and 
impatient /jealoufie ; ends him as a /py 
into .every dark corner, to diſcover 
that which, only dwells in his own 
'magjnation ; 'and all this while he 
perhaps been fighting with his 
own Chagrene Ghoſt, and hath had no 
other eriemy, than his own 1} nature. 
This makes it a kind of wyfery to be 
excellent, becauſe it is ſure to be atten- 
ded with malignzty ; it being the con- 
ſtant guiſe of poorer ſpirits, thoſe brats 
of —_ clay, to exect obelisks to their 
own obſcure bearings, oat of the ruines 
of others; ang fince they are unalle 
to raiſe themſelves to the eſteem of 
their adverſaries, they endeavour by 
Calumny (or yhe exerciſe of their be- 
friended:, net; acquired. authority) to 
bring them down tothe ſame ignoblg 
level with themielves. This is a flogne 
of $tunding, 29d a rock of offence,tgr 


Chriſtians 
votil new ; but be that loweth abideth 


in 


*" 


to malign acl other; for jc, ,.. 
ary dnbas 9 
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2» the light, and there i td octaſion 
flimbling' in 'him. But that! whic 

agpravates the offence, and makes the 
fin become fo ener: ul, is; that 
man is enraged againſt* his 'rothe”, 
is that for which Cain flew Abel; be- 
cauſe his own works were evil,” and his 
brothers gvod. ' And thar-this/ hath 
been the conſtant prattiſe of thisdeyi- 
liſh vice; will appear when we fur- 
ther conſider, (that for this cauſe'Fo- 
ſephs brethren ſold him ; and it was 
virtue in David, that provoked Saul 
to ſeek his life; and the-Nimevites re- 
pentance, that diſtempered-Fonas 3 for 
this cauſe (namely unparalleFd-good- 
neſs) *twas, that the Jews-contpired 
the death of our-Saviour, and which 
made the Roman Governour endea- 
vour his releaſement, becauſe heknew 
that for emvy they had delruered him. 
This is even rhe nature” of envy, to 
aſlault the' worthieſt perſons, whoſe 
eminency ſhines beyond others in glo- 
rious Attions, but meddles not with 
ſuch as be! of meaner qualiry;-\But 


: --.; to. perſivade: men from the praftiſe 


this \unchtiſtian ' and #nnanlike 
vice, know that Divine Juſtice hath 
ap- 
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appointed this ſito be the oviden; 
of it ſelf; - for Envy; like cankered 
Braſs, feeds upon his own ſubſtance. 


Tuſbins areidbe nthil eſt, que protinus 


Adberew rodit exeratiaty ; ſuum. 
Bur I'Qhall rather'p efchibe' Antideres 
againſt this poyſon, "than ſhew the' 


puniſhment that attends it : and to 
that purpoſe, if thou ſeeſt another a- 
bound in Learning, J udgment, or-the 
hke Gemmnendables, be''not fo envi 
ous' to thy ſelf, as to be:vexed at that 
which may better or inform thee; -if 
thou wouldſt make a- right uſe theres! 
of. 

{If thou hear him defend the' tip 
with applauſe of others; tet not 'a"pef” 
verſe emualatiorr tempt thee to efaiin- 
tain the contrary, to'the ſubverting 
of the hearers-: or there is,/faith/ $6 
ZAnzen a happineſs evento be over- 
come." And'it'is far-better to be' he. 
ne/tly vanquiſhed/and+quitthe*field, 
than to-obtain ah ibglrious' Vitbory, 
with the ſhipwrack of true R 
If thou ſee another 'efidued with Tpi- 


Ficudl Graces, as —_ Knowledge, 


Tems 


d 


[66] 

Temperance, Patience; here s matter 
for thy godly Emulation, but! nox for 
thy. butter Envying': thou  ſhouldſt 
ſtrive to match him in the exerciſe of 
haly duties, but not to damp his alas 
crity by wma detraCtion...\ Ac- 
cording to our Saviours precept,' aur 
ole Meat fe fl 

arher which u in, Heaven. Therefore. 


courag! 
addition of thy, ſervice, and. help, to 


effett what thou. dayly prayeſttor ; 
That Gods will may be 5 &- o« Earth 


by] thee, and thy; fellow-ſervants, as 
#. in Heaven by the glorious An- 
- The Tongye is now wormed, and 
the Cataraft of Envy over the Eye is 
Y | 
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touch'd 3 "but I muſt lead'you on 
with Bzrkzel to more-abominations, 
to tnore 'offences in our lives; 'they 
are of two forts, injurious and exems 


lary. 
! Beſt, The #jurious offences are ap« 
parentlyindigitared in our Saviours 
words : for who receiveth his {ztle 
ones, but their hopeful benefators ? 
2nd a gt ym ſidepives them 
offence, but their ſpiteful oppoſers 2 
Tor here 'our 'old Fen are 
ady to commence their ſuit, in rec- 
koning'up* the hard meaſures offered 
to 'their- Zealous' guides, 'who are 


exil'd their" Pulpits-, '{ript ' of their 


Ls 


Maintenance?” yated,' fined, perſecu- 


ted;as their word is; whereas'the coh- 
trary is moſt evident , ' Being treated, 
through'the kindneſs of ſome, and the 
remiſneſs''of others, more favourably 


than the Law allows;" and their pra- 
"Qtice deſerves. ' And when” they fall 
under ' any pecuniary "mul& or cor- 


poral reſtraint,” cheir' prniſhment is of 


' themſelves ; they cannot be tailed 2- 
'yocent Sufferers,but injurious Agreſſors. 


I would to God they 'would once 
learn' to faddle the right'Afs : for, as 


"St. Auguſtin faid of Sara and Hagar, 
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the Maid did more perſecute the 
Miſtreſs by her pride -and ſauciveſs, 
than the Miſtreſs did her Maid by the 
ſeverity of her diſcipline: and notwith- 
ſtanding the Diſſenters clamorous 
Charge , upon a Melizua inquirendum, 
'twill be found, that Schiſmaticks da 
more perſecute and offend the Church, 
than '* Church doth perſecute -or 
offend them : and fo unhappy conſe- 
quences have been the iſſue of their 
lucrous ingannations, that the Church 
better endured the Swords of Tyrants, 
than the tongues of Schiſmaticks : 
for while we ſmarted,Unity remained; 
but while theſe Anticeremonian Bigots 
are believed, the Church is obnoxious 
to ruine, by the ſeeds of druifion they 
ſowe amongſt us. 

But that which ſpreads-the conta- 
gion, is, that the Schiſmatical tenents 
of ſome Non-conforming. brethren. , 
like i/ weeds ina fat ſoil, have done 
greater miſchief through the good 
opinion. men have of, their perſonel 
. Sandtity. | They are good men ! and 

(by a bad conſequence) all they do muſt 
be ſo accounted. | 

But what can the prezexce amount 
to, when examin'd by an inte/igent 

| and 
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and unprejudiced ſoul ? - for' 'tis not 
flouriſhing the - banner - of goodneſs, 
that can 'priviledge men from either 
crrour or ſinning : neither ought the 
unreprovableneſs of mens converſe in 
other things, countenance their Schi/- 
matical opinions; or Church-dividing 
practices, againſt the light of divine 
Scripture, 'and- right Reaſon. Let 
mens Gifts and Graces be as large as 
they themſetves would have it believed, 
maſt not men of- honeſty live under 
Laws, and ſubmit ' to every Ordinance 
of man for 'the Lords file # Surely 
however they whiſper the contrary, 
they dare not ſpeak it aloud, leſt they 
be as openly conviCted to refhſt the Or- 
dinance of God, and purchaſe to them- 
ſebves Damnation. 

_ Theſe are the gildings and varniſh 
of thoſe ſelfiſh ' intrigues , whereby 
men of good hearts, but weak heads ; 
and women, who have weakeſt judg- 
ments, but ftrongeft wills and paſſions, 
are cozened into a good opinion of 
theſe painted out»fides, to embrace a 
Cloud inſtead of Fx»o, and forſake a 
peaceable Church , to be members” of 
a contentions Conventicle. 1 take no 
delight in ſearching the wounds , or 

E3 diſplay- 
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diſplaying the faults \.of \a. religious. 
Pl but in ſonoblea Cauſe'twould'' 
be a ſin to hold my peace: Means: 
injuriam patienter tut, injuriam contra 
ſponſam Chriſti ferre non potui, 'Tisa 
deplorable offence, that men of excel- 
leat parts and improvements, which. 
might beeminently: ſerviceable to the | 
Church of God, ſhould abuſe their /car» 
ning to the maintenance of a Schijem ; 
and inſtead of winning ſouls to Hea« 
ven, with bufte and i/-boding diligence 
cofnpaſs ſea and land+to draw profe-' 
lytesto a party. How: many Kilns and 
Barns (the preſent threſhing-floors of 
diſcontented Jebuſites) are turned into 
Trojan horſes, ' from whence publick 
miſchiefs proceed ! ' How many ſouls. 
are heedleſly led by theſe: ftubborn 
and furious guides, into a bitter di- 
ſtaſte of their comman Mother thie- 
Church! how many int. a Peevifh 
diſeſteem of their able and pious In- 
ſtruters! yea, which.is moſt lamert- 
table, into a true /oathing of their ſpt-, 
ritual Food. But to return to mymw-! 
rious offences, caſt. your eyes I, beſceely 
vou, about you, and every corner 
will afford you fuch, as under a pre- 
rence of Purity, root up the Vineyard 
Wa , : O:; 
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of God, affront Maj : frors Laws, and 
purſue” their hateful defigns, with all 


the violence of d:/pyal and affriphti 
infinuations : w x ons Fs 
(like: the ſoaring Eagle) are onely 
bowed in (I fear) for. want of an op- 
portunity to prey and ravin. Another 
way of diſcerning the humour'and 
malice of injarious Sefarites, is in the 
bitter Colycinthos they ſhred into the 
pots of thoſe profits they reliſh: not. 
Let ſome Reverend Divine but croſs 
and diſcountenance Schiſmarical fan- 
cies; let him but walk in the waies 


'of | Meek obedience and Humble con- 


cord, he ſhall be defam'd in their Con- 


rade; he ſhall be defrauded in thei 
Contrads, excluded their Houſes, de- 


venticles, and called either a Tory, a 
Papiſt, or at beſt a Papiſt in Maſque 


' prived utterly of all their Contributi- 


_ his I Mu broken *4-a 
onts and oppoſitions ; hisin- 
mg d, 205 fre defires hinder : 
the Reverence due to his Funfion ſhall 
be detain'd ; and by telling the Vul- 
gar he is a man of Arbitrary Princt- 

les, he preacheth Obedience to Laws , 
is therefore of a perſecuting ſpirit. 
And by theſe arts having Projucpeed 
| &. 8 the 
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the FaQtious many, .nothing, but the 
fal: ſcorn of a ſoxr face ſhall be caſt up- 
on him;;His domeſtick neceſitzes, and 
painful maladies, ſhall be ſo far from 


any. ſhare in their gid, or pity, that 
they ſhall rather become matter of 
mirth, and mockage amongſt .them.: 
his grave ſhall be made for him, and 
bis be rung 4n the yotes of unmery- 
citul people, ere God takes him away : 


Ny, which is worſt of all, his holy 


Labovrs ſhall be deſpiſed, his Rebukes 
Ihgued, and his Dofrine tax'd; his 
 Churcheither'quite forſaken, or thinly 
reſorted to. And are not+theſe offen- 
_ces enough toſtumble one; Nay, to 
hinder-the courſe of Chriſts Goſpel 2 
to keep manygood wits from entring 

upon a Funijon, that, in the conſciey- 


& tous diſcharge of it, brings nothing 


but barrenneſs and vexation > Truly, 
if they.can ſhew us-no better fruit of 
their boaſted holineſs, like the barren 
round the Febrews are told of, they 
have- a curſe at their elbow. Ye 
mnjurianti, Wo be to that man, 
whoſe injurious dealing the Offence 


COMES. 
But injdous offences cannot be 
thought all that ned lame meant ; 
_ for 

ig 
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for when he..-pats thoſe-caſes of an 
offending Eye, and, Hand, and” Foot, 
we- underſtand. it not \.of - our own 
members, as if - they - ſhould offer us 
violence. We proceed therefore to 
the laſt block, the exemplary offence ; 
and this I will devide into three parts, 
and-in them-ſhew you, 

1. That Offence may be given by 
' the indiſcreet management of a good 
work, 

2. By the unreaſonable uſe of an in- 
different thing :* And 

3. By the foul example of a work 
in its own nature evil. 

x. In the performance of-a good 
work commanded by God, we are not 
to balk an offence, but as much- as in 
us lies to removea miſprifion. "Tis 
better an offence ſhould be given, 
wa any of Gods ſacred. Truths 

ould be betray'd. 8&1 aliqui ſunt 
infirmi, & Grark G—— = A 
portet. ut nos eorum cauſa Chriſtiana 
libertate fraudemur : what though 
ſome are weak,and deſtitute of know'- 
ledge, there is no reaſon that we for 
their cauſe ſhould be cheated of our 
Chriſtian liberty. We muſt not regard 
their offence, who refuſe to be __ ( 
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wnlefi we our ſelves become fick. In 
thoie works which fall -not under a 
ftrift command, we are'to do that 
which we cannot omit without 'an 
offence ; and thoygh 'tis certain gpm ave 
«r=&r«y@-, nothing can be fo ſpoken 
or done, but it may be ſpoken againſt : 
yet when we conſider that the Cere- 
monies of our Church-({about which 
Diſſeaters make their pretence to 
quarrel) are but few in nwmber, are fig- 
nificant in their nature, and advanta- 
geous to the grand defigns of Religion 
m their «ſe, our Chriſtian liberty 
conſiſts in this, That we have leave to 
do them, without the imputation of Sin : 
nay, tis fo far from being a Six or 
Offence,to comply with our neighbors 
in ſuch-plainly innocent uſages, and 
harmleſs caſtomes ; or with the will 
of our Governowrs, When they com- 
mand us ſuch things, that it would be 
both fin and ſcandal to refuſe ſo to do : 
tor our refuſing to comply with either 
of theſe, can hardly proceed from 
any better principle, than a proud af- 
fedtation of Singularity, or at beſt from 
a ſuperſtitious RE St. Paul 
would have us abſtain 'trom every : 
pearance of evil ; but wills us wy" ” 
thin 
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think ev ing/evil which ſome men 
call ſo; FJ were dg yer which 
the.covenantingC orians & blind 
Papiſts call Superſtition & Herefie, we 
may truly worſhip the God of our Fa- 
thers;for God judgethnot as man judgeth. 
2. In the of indifferent things, 
we have two lights to ſhew 'us our 
way ;. Faith, Charity ; Faith pon- 
dering the nature of the thing it ſelf, 
to "ſettle the wavering conſcience : 
Charity preſcribing the t2me and anan- 
ner, leſt we incur daxger, and our 
weak brother offence. Truly a ſcandal 
taken from the uſe of andifferent 
things,if it proceed meerly of weakneſs 
and ignorance, is to be prized and ten- 
derd. The Apoſtle is full of war- 
nings, ſerious warnings, that we lay not 
«. Pembling- lock ore our weak bro- 
ther, that we cauſe him not to periſh for 
whom Chrif dyed : and for his own 
part avers, he would eat no fleſbas _ 

as he lived, rather than it ſhould tic 
in another mans ſtomach. But doth 
he mean that his weak brother ſhould 
keep him for ever thus cautelous? Or 
doth he yield to their infirmity onely 
ſo long till the truth be taught him 2 
Yea verily: for if our weak brother ate 
- ha | ter 


